
Here's What's Happening
September 4
      Choir rehearsal, 9:00am in the music suite

Worship with the Lord's Supper at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
 

September 5 - Labor Day
My Friends and Me Learning Center and Church office closed

 

      September 8 
Presbyterian Women, 9-11am in the Library

 

      September 11 - Kick - Off Sunday
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Choir rehearsal, 9:00am in the music suite
Worship 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
Congregational Meeting, 11:15am to elect new officers
Handbell Rehearsal, 11:30am in the music suite
Children's Ministry Open House, 11:30am in the south hall
Confirmation Class, 3pm
Youth Group, 4-5:30pm

 

September 14
Church Forward Listening Session, 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall
Choir rehearsal, 7:00pm in the music suite

 

September 15 
Presbyterian Women, 7pm in the Library 

 

      September 18
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Called Session Meeting to receive new members, 9:15am 
Worship and welcoming of new members, 10:15am in the Sanctuary &
online
Handbell Rehearsal, 11:30am in the music suite
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Confirmation Class, 3pm
Youth Group, 4-5:30pm

 September 19 
Church Forward Listening Session, 6:30pm via Zoom

 

      September 21 
Choir rehearsal, 7:00pm in the music suite

      September 25
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library 
Worship 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online in the music suite
Handbell Rehearsal, 11:30am in the music suite
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Confirmation Class, 3pm
Youth Group, 4-5:30pm

     

      September 26
            Stated Session Meeting, 6:00pm in the Library

      September 28
          Choir rehearsal, 7:00pm in the music suite

 
 
 

 
Sunday Worship

10:15 am in person and
online

 
Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday
8am - 4pm)

 
Email

info@fpcbentonville.org
 

Website
www.fpcbentonville.org
(church calendar found

under My FPC)
 

Office Hours
Monday - Friday

8:00am - 4:00pm
 
 

For more information about
upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.

 
Each week, the FPC Food
Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays
from 9-11am
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Wednesday, September 14 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall
Monday, September 19 at 6:30pm via Zoom (contact the church office for the Zoom link,
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5650)

The Church Forward Committee is working to help discern what God has in store for our congregation
and its ministries in the next few years. As part of this discernment process, the Church Forward
Committee invites the congregation to participate in a Listening Session. 

We had a great turn out for the first Listening Session held on Sunday, August 28. Over 60 people
shared lunch and Spirit-filled conversations in response to the prepared reflection questions. Many
thanks to Harry and Tina James for providing our delicious lunch, and to those who served as table
facilitators and notetakers.
 

There are two other opportunities to participate in a Listening Session. The questions will be the same
at each Listening Session, so you do not need to come to more than one session unless you would like
to.

There will also be a Listening Session with currently serving Elders, Deacons, and committee
Moderators/Chairs on Sunday, September 25th at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall with lunch provided. 

After the sessions are complete, the Church Forward Committee will reflect on all of the conversations.
They will share back with the congregation what was heard. Taking the things that the Spirit has lifted
up through the Listening Sessions, the team will seek to synthesize and clarify toward concrete
priorities and objectives. Church Forward will continue to engage the congregation and leaders in the
process.

We hope that you will join us for one of the Listening Sessions. We are in an exciting and prayerful
season of discerning God’s guidance for the years ahead. We trust God to show us the way!

The Church Forward Committee: Elder Krystle Sawyer, Elder Cie Cochran, Elder Denny Rogers, Elder
Tela Webb (Moderator), Elder Arisson Fox, Kim Whiting, Larissa Solomon, Cindy Bender, Jon Neville,
Pastor Katie and Pastor Georgia.

Church Forward Listening Sessions Continue in September

mailto:administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org


Prayers for Back to School

The ministry of Deacons wants to wish every student and teacher returning to school a
happy and wonderful Fall semester. It's exciting to see our students young and old make
their way forward in life. While many are heading to school in perfect form, others might be
having trouble transitioning from the detachment of the pandemic to embracing their new
situations. We are praying for you, and stand ready to pray with you through any problems
or anxieties you may be having in your life, whether school related or not. Philippians 4:6
says - "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God." That is our prayer for your spirit,
your life, and your family.



Fall Children's Ministry 
Our fall Children’s Ministry kicks off on September 11th from 11:30-1pm. During the school
year, K-6th graders are invited to join us after worship from 11:30-1pm for J St. Kids (grades
K-3rd) and Club 456 (grades 4-6). During J St. Kids and Club 456, we engage with lessons
and activities that help children understand who God is, how God relates to them, and how
they are called to join in God’s work in the world. We engage with lessons through story,
art, music, service, movement, relationship building, and more!  

We are excited for our Director of Music Ministries Brian Breeding to join us on pre-
scheduled days during our regular J St. Kids and Club 456 programming time to teach
music as one of the activities for those days. Brian will be working with the kids to learn
songs that sing our faith, as well as Christmas Carols, so that they are prepared when we
visit our neighbors for Christmas Caroling in early December.

On kick-off day, we will have an open house style event with lunch, bounce house, Kona Ice,
and an opportunity to sign-up and learn more about our children’s ministry’s faith
development opportunities. 

Please be in contact with Katie Flood, kflood@fpcbentonville.org with any questions. 

Fall Youth Ministry 
Our Youth Ministry kicks off on September 11th from 4-5:30pm. We offer opportunities for
7-12th graders to gather together for age specific faith formation each Sunday during the
school year. We start off by meeting in the Fellowship Hall from 4-4:30 for snacks and a
group game. Then, we split up into high school and jr. high groups for an age specific small
group lesson and activities. This semester, we will be engaging with the Beatitudes from the
book of Matthew. Please be in contact with Katie Flood, kflood@fpcbentonville.org with any
questions. 

Confirmation Class

Confirmation Class begins on September 11th at 3pm! Confirmation is a time where young
teens come together with pastors, teachers, and prayer partners to learn about what it
means to be a Christian and become part of the Church. This class meets on a weekly basis
throughout the school year and is a very important time in the life of our congregation.
Please be in prayer for the students, parents, teachers, and prayer partners as they enter
into this season. 

mailto:kflood@fpcbentonville.org
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September 4     Adult Sunday School will not meet on Labor Day weekend.

Beginning September 11
                          Everyone is invited an Adult Sunday School discussion series 
                          on Women in the Bible beginning on September 11th and
                          continuing each Sunday through October 31st. This 8-week
                          class will be led by Denny Rogers and will be loosely based on
                          the book Every Woman in the Bible written by Sue and Larry
                          Richards. It is not necessary to purchase the book. A review 
                          of the content for each of the discussions will be available as 
                          a handout.

                          During the course of our study, we will be re-introduced to   
                          some very familiar women in the Bible as well as other 
                          possibly not so well know women, as we discuss their lives
                          and situations in the times in which they lived. As much as
                          possible we’ll also try to find out what these women and 
                          stories are trying to tell us in today’s world and in our own
                          lives. We look forward to the fellowship, humor, and respectful
                          discussion in this time together. 

Clabaugh Speaker Series       October 2-3
“Believing and Belonging: God and Neighbor Today”

Dr. Eric Barreto of Princeton Seminary will be our Clabaugh Speaker this year.
He will preach in worship on Sunday, October 2, as well as give two public
talks on Sunday and Monday evenings in our sanctuary. There will also be a
lunch presentation/conversation on Monday in the Welcome Center. The
lunch requires reservations; contact the church to sign up,
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. The worship service and evening
presentations will also be livestreamed (the lunch will not). All events are free
and open to the public. Please see the flyer in this newsletter for more
information.

Adult Faith Formation
Sunday School

9:00am in the church Library

http://fpcbentonville.org/






Thank you to our wonderful kitchen crew, and to all who participated in lively discussions at the
recent “Conversations that Matter” dinner event on Friday, August 26, hosted at the Museum of
Native American History. We look forward to similar events in the near future (watch this space
for announcements)!

Conversations that Matter



Presbyterian Women Bible Study

All are welcome to participate in the monthly Bible study that begins on September
8th  at 9:30am. This year, we will dive into Horizon’s curriculum entitled, “Celebrating
Sabbath: Accepting God's Gift of Rest and Delight.”  We will meet in the church
Library on the second Thursday of each month at 9:30am. We also offer the same
Bible study in the evening on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm.  If you
would like a copy of the study, please let the church office know
(administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org , 479-273-5450). We will study scripture,
share prayer concerns and joys, and enjoy fellowship with one another. The cost of
the study book is $10.

2023 Presbyterian Women Mission Experience

The Presbyterian Women USA Mission Experience will take place October 13–23,
2023. During this faith-deepening and relationship-building trip, the group will visit
partners in Phoenix, Tucson, and the Arizona–Mexico border, focusing on
immigration and refugee issues, violence against women and children throughout
the immigration process, and challenges facing indigenous people living in Arizona.
Participants will experience learning, accompanying, and serving, with significant time
set aside for reflection, conversation, and prayer as we encounter deep hurt as well
as hope.

To learn more about this Mission Experience, visit
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build-community/usa-mission-
experience/

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/build-community/usa-mission-experience/


Come and learn more about ways we are serving our neighbors at the Mission Fair on
September 18 after worship. There will be opportunities for you to connect and serve, too!
Enjoy popcorn and ice cream bars as we celebrate our local missions that will be
represented:

FPC Food Pantry
Sharing God’s love by providing food for individuals and families in need who reside in
Benton County
www.fpcbentonville.org/food-pantry/

Boys and Girls Club
Providing a safe and fun place with mentors, meals and meaningful life experiences for
youth ages 6-18 after school and during the summer
www.bgca.org

Helping Hands
Assisting Benton County residents with rent, utilities, and food
www.helpinghandsnwa.org

Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Services
Healing, preparing, and empowering children, youth and families in need
www.veralloyd.org

Presbyterian Mission Agency, in partnership with the Presbyterian Church of
Honduras
Supporting theological education and leadership development in the local church
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/dori-hjalmarson/

Havenwood 
Empowering single mothers and their children to move from crisis to self-sufficiency
www.nwahavenwood.org

Northwest Arkansas Continuum of Care
Coordinating a community response to end homelessness in Northwest Arkansas.
www.nwacoc.org

Mission Fair
September 18 after worship in the Welcome Hall

http://www.fpcbentonville.org/food-pantry/
http://www.bgca.org/
http://www.helpinghandsnwa.org/
http://www.veralloyd.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/dori-hjalmarson/
http://www.nwahavenwood.org/
http://www.nwacoc.org/


During September, the Mission Committee is collecting new and gently used balls of all
kinds for the Boys and Girls Club of Benton County. Basketballs, soccer balls, baseballs,
footballs, bouncy balls, etc. are used every day in after school programs that bring fun and
learning for kids ages 6-18. The Boys and Girls Club told us that this was a need for them
for this fall.

Look for the large bin in the Welcome Hall by the church office where we are collecting
donations of balls. Let’s fill it up!

We're Giving a Ball for the Boys and Girls Club of
Benton County!

Ready to take the step of membership?

"Joining Day" is September 18

Perhaps you have already attended a Newcomer Gathering, or have been
worshipping with us for some time, and are considering membership our FPC
church family. Please let one of the pastors know if you are ready to join the
church (Pastor Katie, kcummings@fpcbentonville.org or Pastor Georgia
gsenor@fpcbentonville.org) so that we can take those next steps with you. 

mailto:kcummings@fpcbentonville.org
mailto:gsenor@fpcbentonville.org


via SignUp Genius at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CAFAC2EA5F49-helping
or 
by contacting Phil Cummings at cummingsphil@msn.com, or 
by letting the church office know you’d like to serve at 479-273-5450. 

Let’s serve our neighbors!
 

Established in 1976, Helping Hands is a non-profit operated with staff and volunteers, and
began as a partnership of 26 churches in Benton County, including FPC Bentonville.
Helping Hands meets the needs of Benton County neighbors through their food pantry,
community garden, rental and utility assistance, and help with diapers and baby formula.
Much of their funding comes through the thrift store, supported by volunteers during the
week as well as a rotation of church volunteers on Saturdays.

We are happy to return to an afternoon of serving at the Helping Hands thrift
store on Saturday, September 24 from 12-4. 

You may serve anytime during that time frame, as many hours as you wish. Volunteers will
help customers at check out with bagging items or working the cash register, as well as
keeping the store neat. In the past, volunteers have helped receive donations at the drop
off area in the back of the store; this year, that role is already filled.

You can sign up 

Helping Hands is located at 320 SW 28th Street in Bentonville.

Helping Hands day is Saturday, September 24 
from 12-4pm

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CAFAC2EA5F49-helping
mailto:cummingsphil@msn.com




Emergency Needs in Our Community: 
Extending Care to the Most Vulnerable 

Support the ERF (Emergency Response Fund) of
the church through direct contributions to that
fund. This is a non-budgeted fund, dependent
upon designated donations.

Donate gift cards to the church for fast food
restaurants or Walmart/Harps/etc., (small
amounts, please, $25 dollars or less each). We
give these to individuals and families who stop
by the church in crisis situations. It’s amazing
how much difference that makes to them. 

Join the ERF committee! Please contact Pastor
Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org . 

 Ways you can help:

 

 Photo credit: Linda Trochez on unsplash

Our church has been on the frontline in response to unexpected emergencies, in large and
small ways. We have been able to work with our community partners to fill the gaps when
regular assistance is not available. The children of the church are making “Blessing Bags” to
share with those in need, which has been a wonderful addition to this ministry. 

Dozens of families and individuals have been able to weather emergencies in their lives
because you have helped them through those difficult times with your contributions to the
Emergency Response Fund. As we continue to see unexpected needs arise in our church
family and community, God continues to work through the generosity of this congregation.
Your support goes a long way toward helping families stay warm, safe, and fed through
temporary crises.

 
 
 
 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

If you need assistance: 
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia

gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
 

mailto:gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
mailto:gsenor@fpcbentonville.org


Go to our website, look under MYFPC, and click on CHURCHDIRECTORY on the drop down
menu. If you have logged in before and created your password, just click ACCESS THE
CHURCH DIRECTORY, and it will take you right to the directory.

If you have not signed in to use the Church Directory before, there are simple instructions
that will walk you through creating a login and password (using the email address that the
church has for you), and verification via your email. Once that is complete, then click on
ACCESS THE CHURCH DIRECTORY.

If you would like to add the Church Directory to your smart phone, iPad or Kindle, you can get
the Instant Church Directory for First Presbyterian Church of Bentonville app for free through
Apple App Store, Google Play Store, or Kindle Fire Store.

Now that you are connected, please check your listing under the Church Directory. Please
verify the information, make any corrections using the EDIT button, and even add a picture. 

One of the great features of our website (www.fpcbentonville.org), is our online Church Directory
that we launched in 2020. It is available on your computer and as an app on your cell phone. This
is a great tool to help our church family connect with each other. It's time for an update, and we
need your help to make sure our Church Directory is accurate and complete. So, we are asking all
of our members to: 

If you are unable to access the directory with your email address please contact Amanda Hayes
at administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org  and she will assist you in gaining access.  

Thank you for making our Church Directory a great resource for keeping us connected and
communicating together!

Online Church Directory

mailto:administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org


My Friends and Me Learning Center is excited to be celebrating our 20th year in operation!
With the help of our church, our small, Christian learning center continues to provide the
families in the area a quality, diverse learning environment that is led by a loving,
experienced staff. After 20 years, and the lean years of COVID, our staff has several
needs....which is the reason for the Giving Tree. Donations will be used for teacher selected
items, MFM Student Scholarships, or the 2 staff and director computers that are needed.

There are three ways to help:

1. Teachers have made lists of items that meet our licensing requirements
   a. The Giving Table has 8X10 envelopes on it with $ amounts. Pick the amount you want
to donate and either pick an item out of the corresponding envelope, purchase and deliver
the item to Z by Sept. 30th. OR
   b. Write a check for the amount of the item (putting MFM Anniversary Donation in the
memo line)

2. Giving Tree online donation opportunity
   a. Go to the church website:  http://fpcbentonville.org/
   b. Click on My FPC
   c. Click on Giving
   d. Click on donate online
   e. Enter donation amount
   f. Under Fund to the right of the amount, click on the drop down and select My Friends
and Me 20th. It is the last on the list.
   g. Click on either "give once" or "give multiple", then complete the online form

3. Just turn in a check made to FPC-MFM 20th

We appreciate your support! Thank you and many blessings

The MFM Committee: Jeanne Boehmler, Sue Redfield, Linda Freeman, Sherry Graham,
Cathy Rogers, Janice Zoller, Sue Burkenpas, Julie Squires, and Marge Richards

My Friends And Me Learning Center Celebrating
20 years!

http://fpcbentonville.org/


We are serving more and more families every Saturday morning. July's attendance was up
62% from last year. We are also seeing higher prices for food and drastically less 'free' food
from the USDA. If you can donate to the food pantry, we will use your money wisely and
your donations will not be taxed.

If you would like to donate products, we need:
toothpaste, deodorant, peanut butter, tuna, soup

We need more help on Fridays, from 8:30-11. Just drop in.

To help on Saturdays, please use our signup genius here.

Any questions?  Just email to foodpantry@fpcbentonville.org

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w07j7P1ONR8fEAuQAtnFl-JlmHSgu4vqlZlMtHIqW8YG8hwTrwFq52kNa0-KBXwOtbeAtkzTIlRRvDDaiV7fzG1XdOBJCGVXhx2ijPiV9fwKMq4gh-qAUQbmuhwVv4ufbhxAHwq935pKDk1eMhnSRk9CR41Znal96b8s3fPfqD2Mzt1glQJHJ2rN0Oqnr-w2yQVlWTbYbrwchLxpG43RX01Cfe2IMoZfalJZKdGNO-A=&c=5poSjr5DqUbD3l9Tq_rddoPdoq1m5ia7M50BiCJD14sfF9tl2y1q_g==&ch=GvSIvAVjlZ35dALga_C5KBOGknBK-PFM8qH9hdhgcGYc_vaECAeoFw==
mailto:foodpantry@fpcbentonville.org




No doubt many of you have noticed a new addition to the sanctuary, a brown Kawaii piano. Recently,
our accompanist Kristy Olefsky shared that Arkansas Musicworks was selling this piano for a steep
discount. Evidently brown is not in vogue! Kristy and Brian Breeding have been, for several months,
watching for an opportunity for another piano for worship. After careful inspection by Kristy and our
piano tuner, the Worship Committee  approved its purchase. While the original piano has served us well,
the new piano possesses better action, tone, and volume. The black piano is now serving as the
rehearsal piano for the Chancel Choir and children’s music. Please feel free to ask Kristy or Brian any
questions. We are excited at the possibilities this instrument will provide in worship!

New Piano!



Agreed to host the October 28-29 Presbytery meeting, Friday evening through Saturday
afternoon. Presbytery will confirm back with us on this.
Approved children’s ministry to sell treats at Trunk or Treat as a Sharing and Caring
fundraiser.
Approved funds for financial staff training.
Agreed to follow up by email vote to act on unbudgeted funds for computer upgrades for
Administrative Assistant and Financial Manager.
Called a congregational meeting on September 11 after worship to act on the Nominating
Committee’s recommendations for church officers and other elected positions.
Budget planning resources will be sent to committees by the end of the month for
September planning.

Electronic meeting on July 5 via email
The Session approved the release of undesignated Memorial Funds up to $1,000 for the
purchase of 2 omni-directional microphones and stands.

Electronic meeting on July 27 via email
The Session approved the Sacrament of Baptism for Everett George on August 14, 2022 in the
FPC sanctuary during worship.
 

(There was no Stated Meeting in July)

Electronic meeting on August 17 via email
The Session approved Financial Manager Steve Miller as an authorized contact for First
Presbyterian Arvest Banking and credit card accounts

Stated meeting on Monday, August 22 at 6:00 pm in the church library
The Christ candle was lit as the meeting was called to order. Pastor Katie opened the meeting
with a reading from Colossians 1:9-12. Session members gathered in groups of 2-3 to pray for
one another, the church, and the world. The Session received and discussed highlights from
regular reports from ministry staff and committees. The Session also: 

The meeting was closed with prayer. The next stated Session meeting will be Monday,
September 26 at 6:00pm in the church library. As always, copies of the session packet and
minutes of meetings are available from the church office.

Session Highlights from July and August

The Session

Class of 2022                               Class of 2023                                Class of 2024
Krystle Sawyer (Mission)              Cie Cochran (Children)                   Mike Bender (Property)
Linda Freeman (MFM)                  Kim Dixon (Youth)                           Nate Burdick (Finance & Stewardship)
Harry James (Property)                Hunter Breshears (Finance)           Josh Johnson (Healthy Church)       
Cheryl Wright (Fellowship)          Melissa Monroe (Worship)             Tela Webb (Church Forward/Adult Ed)
Arisson Fox (Youth)                     Ken Ziervogel (Personnel)              Denny Rogers (Church Forward)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears



We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org by September 24,
2022.

Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Steve Miller; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Ross Macartney (interim),                             
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodian: Jorge Esparza 
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people come to:
1) Trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


