FPC News
July2022
Here's What's Happening
Sunday Worship
10:15 am in person and
online
Phone 479.273.5450
(answered Monday - Friday
8am - 4pm)
Email
info@fpcbentonville.org
Website
www.fpcbentonville.org
(church calendar found
under My FPC)
Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm

For more information about
upcoming events, please
contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.
Each week, the FPC Food
Pantry sets up Fridays at
9am, and is open Saturdays
from 9-11am

July 3
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship with the Lord's Supper at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
July 4 - Independence Day
My Friends and Me Learning Center closed
Church Office closed
Boy Scout parking lot fundraiser
July 9
Youth Group volunteering at the FPC Food Pantry, 8:45am - 11:15am
July 10
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship, with musical guest Calvin Street at 10:15am in the
Sanctuary & online
J St. Kids and Club 456 at the Splash Park, 1pm
July 17
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
Deacon meeting, 11:30am in the Library
Afternoon discussion series, 4:30-5:30pm in the Library
July 18 - 24
Presbyterian Women Synod Gathering at St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church, New Orleans, LA
July 21
Zach Monroe and Carson de la Rosa in recital with Kristy Olefsky,
7pm in the Sanctuary
July 24
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
Afternoon discussion series, 4:30-5:30pm in the Library
July 31
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
My Friends and Me Learning Center 20th Anniversary Celebration
after worship
Afternoon discussion series, 4:30-5:30pm in the Library
Amazeum Night, 6pm-8pm

Our Growing Church Family
In our worship service on Pentecost Sunday (June 5) we welcomed the
newest members of our congregation!

Nancy Barnes

Pam and Bob DuBois

Anne Stroud

Day and Susan Wood

Vacation Bible School
Thank you to everyone who participated in VBS on Sunday afternoons in June! We
had a lot of fun uncovering the mystery of God’s parables!

A great time at the Naturals Game!
It was a beautiful and breezy summer evening at the ballpark on June 15 with about 100
Presbyterian friends from our church, First Presbyterian Church of Rogers, First Presbyterian
Church of Springdale, and First United Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville. It was great to see
Rev. Stewart Smith, Rev. Carol Clark, and Kim Palmer who drove up from the Presbytery office in
Little Rock to join us. We even led the singing of The Star-Spangled Banner. It was so good to be
together as an extended church family and have fun!

Calvin Street joins us on Sunday, July 10!

We welcome back in worship, on July 10, First United Presbyterian, Fayetteville’s Calvin Street,
featuring Richard Lee, Rob Button, and Don Steinkraus. This acoustic ensemble has been an
annual favorite in worship that you will not want to miss!

Children and Youth Ministry

Youth @ Food Pantry
The Youth Group will be volunteering with the Food Pantry on July 10th from
8:45am-11:15am. Please send an email to kflood@fpcbentonville.org if your youth
is interested in volunteering. Parents are welcome to volunteer as well!

Jr. High and High School Students
Save the date!

YouthQuake is an annual retreat event from Friday evening through Sunday morning.
Look for more information to come from the Presbytery Youth A Team.

Adult Faith Formation

All are welcome to join Adult Sunday school! We meet at 9:00am
on Sundays in the church Library.
We are continuing a summer series based on the book "Freeing
Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend, Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence"
by Diana Butler Bass. The book is described this way: “Freeing
Jesus is an invitation to leave the religious wars behind and
rediscover Jesus in all his many manifestations, to experience
Jesus beyond the narrow confines we have built around him. It
renews our hope in faith and worship at a time when we need it
most.” We still have a couple of copies of the book. It is also
available on Kindle and from many other sources if you would like
to get it yourself.

***

Sunday afternoon discussion series: July 17, 24, 31

4:30-5:30pm

As we pray for peace for Ukraine, it is important for us to
understand how the Russian Orthodox Church is related to the
current war. Join us in the church Library for a conversation about
Christian nationalism in Russia and what connections or parallels
that may have with religious trends and influences in the United
States. Discussion leaders are Pastor Georgia and Trevor Dane
(Trevor has recently returned from volunteering with Ukrainian
refugees in Poland). Please let the church office know of your
interest in participating so that we can email discussion materials
to you. administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org

***
Save the dates: Clabaugh Speaker Series October 2-3, 2022
Our guest this year will be Eric Barreto, Associate Professor of New
Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary. Among other things, Dr.
Barreto teaches courses about ethnicity in the New Testament. He was
the speaker for the annual Cotham Lecture Series at Westover Hills
Presbyterian Church in Little Rock in 2018. He will speak on the theme of
diversity and ethnicity in Biblical studies and church life.
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Save the date: My Friends and Me is turning 20!
Mark your calendars, spread the word,
and join us for the
My Friends and Me Learning Center
20th Anniversary Celebration
During the FPC Church Service at 10:15am
Sunday, July 31st
Reception following
Watch for other activities and events
July 1st –September 30th

My Friends And Me Learning Center is Hiring!
Current Openings
Full-time Aide Positions
We are looking to fill Teacher Aide positions. We seek a caring and compassionate individual who
knows classroom procedures and techniques in a childcare setting. The individual should be
energetic, dependable, passionate about working with children, and willing to learn and work as a
team.
Hours: Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to 2:30 pm or 5:30 pm
Preschool Music Teacher Needed
We are currently seeking a preschool music teacher. Singing and piano skills are required. This
position is perfect for someone with a joyful attitude while teaching and leading 2 to 5-year-olds in
music.
For more information, contact Z Cooper at 479-273-5450 or email zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Applications and/or resumes may be sent to zcooper@fpcbentonville.org

Amazeum Night

Amazeum Night for our congregation is Sunday, July 31, from 6-8pm.
Come and have fun for FREE!
Our neighbors at the Amazeum reserved this night as a gift just for FPC members
and their guests. You can bring as many guests as you like.
Please register with Amanda at administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
by Wednesday, July 27, so the Amazeum can plan for staffing.
The snack bar will be closed, but you are welcome to bring your own
refreshments. We look forward to this fun time of fellowship with one another!

Need a ride?

The deacons are eager to help! Probably not with camels, but our transportation
ministry has wonderful volunteers to get you to or from Sunday worship. This
resource is not just for transportation to church - it can include doctor
appointments, grocery shopping, etc. If you would like to volunteer as a driver, or
are in need of transportation, please contact the church office so that we can
connect you with the deacons to coordinate. 479-273-5450 or
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. If your need is for Sunday morning,
please let us know by the previous Thursday.
We are always encouraged when good tidings are reported from the recipients of
care and services from the deacons and church ministry. One report came in that
the help we gave was transformative for a young mother’s life. It is all to easy to
see ourselves as the Good Samaritan while saying we are too busy to provide care
for someone who may be in need. But together, we encourage each other to step
forward in faith. In all situations, our prayer for our ministry and our church is that
we rely on the guidance and energy of the Holy Spirit.
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Caring for Our Community
Our church’s Emergency Response Fund
provides direct support to members of our
congregation and community who are
struggling financially. Through your generous
contributions, we are able to say “yes!” to
individuals and families who ask us if there is
any way that the church can help them in their
unexpected time of distress. We provide gas
cards, grocery gift cards, and other emergency
financial help. We will never realize all the
ripple effects of serving Christ by helping our
neighbors in this way. THANK YOU for your
support!
CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
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If you need assistance:
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia
gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

Endowment Grant Applications now open to
community organizations
The FPC Endowment Committee is grateful for each of the FPC ministry groups that submitted
grant applications during May. Endowment Grant Applications are now open to community
groups. If you know of a community organization whose mission would benefit from the
opportunity to submit a grant application, please help the Endowment Committee spread the
word.
The link to the Endowment Grant Application for organizations outside the church is:
https://fpcbentonville.org/grant/
The deadline for submissions is August 1.
If you have questions, please contact the Endowment Committee Chair, Drew Collom.

Session Highlights from June
Called meeting on Sunday,June 5, 2022 at 9:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall/Youth Room
Members of the Session met to receive new members. Pastor Katie opened with prayer, followed by
introductions all around. The questions of membership were posed, affirming faith in Jesus Christ and
desire to join the church. A motion was approved to welcome the following new members:
Nancy Barnes, by letter of transfer from Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, Macungie, PA;
Bob and Pam DuBois, by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church of Missoula, MT;
Anne Stroud, by letter of transfer from Grace Presbyterian Church of Little Rock, AR; and
Susan and Day Wood, by letter of transfer from Lutz Community church – formerly Tims Memorial
Presbyterian Church.
Pastor Georgia closed the meeting with prayer.
Electronic meeting on June 9, 2022 via email
The Session approved the release of $15,300 in Endowment grant funds to the following:
FPC Food Pantry, $5,000 (rising food costs)
My Friends and Me, $4,000 (new infant room set up)
Worship, $1,000 (new cabinet for worship and communion supplies to replace broken one)
Library, $300 (new books)
Emergency Response Fund, $5,000 (current balance is less than $300)
Stated meeting on Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 6:00 pm in the church library
The Christ candle was lit as the meeting was called to order. Newly installed Elder Hunter Breshears
opened with a reading from Proverbs 3:5-6 and prayer. The Session received and discussed highlights
from regular reports from ministry staff and committees as well as from the Financial Manager search
team. Elder Commissioner Kim Dixon gave a report about the June 5 stated meeting of the Presbytery
of Arkansas via Zoom, with speaker Rev. Todd Bolsinger’s presentation on adaptive leadership.
The meeting was closed with prayer for the church and the world. The next stated Session meeting will
be Monday, August 22 at 6:00pm in the church library.
The Session
Class of 2022
Krystle Sawyer (Mission)
Linda Freeman (MFM)
Harry James (Property)
Cheryl Wright (Fellowship)
Arisson Fox (Youth)

Class of 2023
Cie Cochran (Children)
Kim Dixon (Youth)
Hunter Breshears (Finance)
Melissa Monroe (Worship)
Ken Ziervogel (Personnel)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

Class of 2024
Mike Bender (Property)
Nate Burdick (Finance & Stewardship)
Josh Johnson (Healthy Church)
Tela Webb (Church Forward/Adult Ed)
Denny Rogers (Church Forward)

Music Notes from Brian
Walking Together
Before you continue with this article, please take the time to do the following:
1) Listen to the music provided in this link to Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFpMS-XeK8s&spfreload=10
2) Write down five things that the music brings to mind, ideas, emotions, words, etc.
3) Keep this list for later in the article.
Each Sunday, we gather for a pattern of Word, music, prayer, and, once a month, Holy Communion.
Each part of the worship order communicates a wealth of meaning and information about Christian
thought, doctrine, history, and vision. Some are obvious, on the surface, so to speak.Others require time
and energy, digging into layers of meaning. Occasionally, some thought or idea from our practices defies
rational understanding, such as the Trinity. A Christian doctrine, but a doctrine that is beyond any clear
understanding. For the most part however, our practices teach and guide in an understandable
manner. Born in the period of human history when more than 90% of the population was illiterate,
Christian doctrine and teachings were communicated through pictures, gesture, and repeated patterns.
A choral anthem we have sung a couple of time is the African-American spiritual, “Keep Your Lamps!”
The original singers, often unable to read or write because their enslavers did not allow them to,
communicated through music not only Christian teachings, but also subversive code pointing to
freedom opportunities. The anthem admonishes the listener to “Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh. Children don’t get weary till your work is done. Christian journey soon be over,
the time is drawing nigh.” The lyrics reference two Gospel passages. In Luke 12, we hear Jesus tell the
listener to “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps lit.” We also hear a similar story in Matthew 25,
where Jesus says the kingdom is like some bridesmaids who were ready for the arrival of the groom,
they did not grow weary and fall asleep and kept their lamps ready. Truly a message of hope for people
in slavery. So today, through this spiritual we are not only reminded of the parables from scripture, but
also find layers of meaning in the lives of the original singers. In our information laden world, the
Christian practice of teaching through song continues to hold value.
Now let’s return to the music provided in the Youtube link above. Read the five things you wrote down.
Listen to the music once again. What has changed? Consider the music in light of a spiritual landscape.
Did you sense anything new? Describe your emotions. Do Christian teachings come to mind or
something completely different?
It isn’t a case of either/or. Religion and spirituality can continue with both a mediated, communal
worship and an unmediated experience. Actually, BOTH should be moving together, hand in hand.This
“spiritual but not religious” approach opens each of us to the presence of the Spirit in possibly new and
life giving ways. However, millennia of church teachings provide a guidepost, helping us avoid old
mistakes and testing new thoughts. Without the fresh streams of experiential spirituality, the institution,
like a pond, becomes stagnant. And without the guiding boundaries of the church, individual spirituality
often extinguishes itself like a stream spreading across an empty plain. So together, different yet walking
parallel, consider these words from Acts, “'It shall be done in the last days, says God,' I shall pour out my
Spirit on everybody, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions and your elders shall dream dreams.”

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org by July 22, 2022.
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Open; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
AV Tech and Communications Support: Ross Macartney (interim),
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodian: Jorge Esparza
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people come to:
1) Trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

