FPC News
June 2022
Sunday Worship

Here's What's Happening

10:15 am in person and

June 1

online

My Friends and Me Learning Center summer session begins

Phone 479.273.5450

June 5 - Day of Pentecost, New members joining

(answered Monday - Friday

Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Called Session meeting, 9:15am in Fellowship Hall to receive new

8am - 4pm)

members
Worship with the Lord's Supper at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online

Email

Lunch and Learn with Trevor Dane, 11:45am in the Fellowship Hall

info@fpcbentonville.org

Vacation Bible School for rising 1st - 6th graders, 3pm - 4:30pm

Website

June 12 - Trinity Sunday

www.fpcbentonville.org

Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library

(church calendar found

Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
Deacon Meeting, noon in the Library

under My FPC)

Vacation Bible School for rising 1st - 6th graders, 3pm - 4:30pm

Office Hours
Monday - Friday

`

June 15
Naturals Game, Arvest Ballpark

8:00am - 4:00pm

June 19
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library

For more information about
upcoming events, please
contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.

Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
Vacation Bible School for rising 1st - 6th graders, 3pm - 4:30pm

June 26
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library

Each week, the FPC Food

Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
Vacation Bible School for rising 1st - 6th graders, 3pm - 4:30pm

Pantry sets up Fridays at
9am, and is open Saturdays
from 9-11am

June 27
Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm in the Library

Associate Pastor’s Sabbatical Leave
Our congregation fully supports the ongoing education and renewal of its pastors. In keeping with
the Presbytery’s policy of providing for a sabbatical after seven years of service to a particular
church, this is the year for my opportunity. As the Presbytery describes it, “Sabbatical leave allows
for extended time away from regular work to devote to study, personal growth, renewal and
reflection.”
The focus of my sabbatical will be an October trip to the Holy Land, led in conjunction with Grace
Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Virginia. It is described as “walking through the land of the Bible
beside those who live in the land today; visiting sites of Jesus’ life and ministry; considering what it
means to be faithful witnesses to Christ in this time.” It will include conversations with Israelis and
Palestinians that will “offer a window on their hopes and dreams for a peace-filled future and
insights into how we can support them in that vision.”

While the actual excursion is set for October, with study and reflection time on each end of the trip,
I will also take two weeks of study leave in June to prepare. This involves a lengthy reading list
provided by trip leaders, as well as a series of films and panel discussions related to the locations,
communities, and history of the area to be visited.
Stepping back from the intensity of day-to-day church work allows space for deeper reflection on
theological themes, Biblical history, and the broader mission of the church in the present time. I am
eager to share new perspectives through my preaching and teaching upon my return. I am grateful
to the Personnel Committee, the Session, and the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for approving
and supporting this adventure.

Endowment Grant Applications now open to
community organizations
The FPC Endowment Committee is grateful for each of the FPC ministry groups that submitted
grant applications during May. Endowment Grant Applications are now open to community
groups. If you know of a community organization whose mission would benefit from the
opportunity to submit a grant application, please help the Endowment Committee spread the
word.
The link to the Endowment Grant Application for organizations outside the church is:
https://fpcbentonville.org/grant/
The deadline for submissions is August 1.
If you have questions, please contact the Endowment Committee Chair, Drew Collom.

Congratulations, High School Graduates!
Senior recognition Sunday and scholarship presentations

Congratulations, Graduates!
We also celebrate with the following who recently graduated:
Abigail Alexander, Bentonville High School, granddaughter of Trish Roderick
Helana Alexander, Bentonville High School, granddaughter of Trish Roderick
Patricia Scriber, B.S. in Social Work from the University of Arkansas
Hastings Scriber, B.S. in Business Management from the University of Arkansas
Katie Flood, Master of Divinity from Western Theological Seminary

Children and Youth Ministry

Children and Youth Ministry

Caring for Our Community
Our church’s Emergency Response Fund
provides direct support to members of our
congregation and community who are
struggling financially. Through your generous
contributions, we are able to say “yes!” to
individuals and families who ask us if there is
any way that the church can help them in their
unexpected time of distress. We provide gas
cards, grocery gift cards, and other emergency
financial help. We will never realize all the
ripple effects of serving Christ by helping our
neighbors in this way. THANK YOU for your
support!
CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
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If you need assistance:
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia
gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

Adult Faith Formation
All are welcome to join Adult Sunday school!

We meet at 9:00am on Sundays in the church Library.
Our study of First Corinthians will conclude on June 5.
On June 12, we will begin a summer series based on
the book "Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend,
Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence" by Diana Butler Bass.
The book is described this way: “Freeing Jesus is an
invitation to leave the religious wars behind and
rediscover Jesus in all his many manifestations, to
experience Jesus beyond the narrow confines we have
built around him. It renews our hope in faith and
worship at a time when we need it most.”
Please contact the church office
(administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org, 479-2735450) if you are interested in participating so we will
know how many copies of the book to have on hand. It
is also available on Kindle and from many other
sources if you would like to get it yourself.

***
Save the dates: Clabaugh Speaker Series October 2-3, 2022
Our guest this year will be Eric Barreto, Associate Professor of
New Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary. Among
other things, Dr. Barreto teaches courses about ethnicity in the
New Testament. He was the speaker for the annual Cotham
Lecture Series at Westover Hills Presbyterian Church in Little
Rock in 2018. He will speak on the theme of diversity and
ethnicity in Biblical studies and church life.
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W.e. C.a.r.e- Women’s Small Group
W.e. C.a.r.e. is an acronym for Women enjoying Community and relational
encouragement. After the church’s online Enneagram study ended last summer,
some members of the group decided to continue to meet on a monthly basis.
This group now meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 8th Street Market
from 6:30-7:30pm. Group members take turns coming up with a topic to discuss
and we take some time to get to know each other in order to offer
encouragement and support in each other’s lives. There’s no need to prepare
ahead of time. Just show up and breathe with friends for an hour each month.
Each session is independent, so come join us whenever you are able!
Contact Julie Verdoorn,Julie.verdoorn@yahoo.com, if you would like to be added
to the email list, so we can keep you in the loop.

It is a Blessing to Serve as a Deacon!
The deacons continue in their ministry of caring. When families are welcoming
new children, when loved ones are hurting, when people are in need, the deacons
strive to meet basic needs and allow families to focus on growth and healing.
Going around the room at our most recent meeting, the deacons talked about
ways we both see and want to see God working in our lives. In our discussion we
learned of so many ways that God is present. A young woman came to the church
with her daughter a few weeks ago and was given the care she needed. An elderly
person in need of transportation was helped by the deacons. We sent cards to
our high school seniors to help celebrate their graduations. There are so many
ways we see God working. It is a blessing to us when we are able to impact the
lives of others, providing care and love. We strive to be good stewards of all that
God has entrusted to us. If you have a concern or celebration that the deacons
could help with, please contact the church office or Pastor Georgia.
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News from Presbyterian Women
Let's Make it Festive!

We will have our final Bible study for, "What My Grandmothers Taught Me", on Thursday, June 9,
at 9:30 am in the church library.

We want to extend an invitation to anyone who would like to come and visit with us, whether
you have attended this year or not!
You are welcome to bring a light snack, or cold dish to share to the last study. Also, let’s all bring
our own beverage. We are celebrating together and can finally offer food! COVID-BE GONE!
Remember that if you wish to give to the Birthday Offering, this is a good time to make a
donation!
We will not have our Bible study and reflection this summer as we did last summer, but we will
stay in touch and we will be coordinating activities for this fall.

Note, that there is a Synod of the Sun Gathering for Presbyterian Women, July 21-23 in New
Orleans. Please see Renee Nestor for details, if you are interested in attending! (contact
information for Renne Nestor: nestor.family@cox.net; (479)531-7216)
We are blessed to have served as moderators this year and hope everyone has a safe and
happy summer!
Love, Celeste Taylor and Renee Nestor
Co-moderators, Presbyterian Women

Session Highlights from May
Electronic meeting on May 18, 2022 via email
The Session approved a change in the call for the May 22, 2022 Congregational Meeting to also
include the election of an Elder in the Class of 2023, along with election of an Elder also serving
as Trustee in the Class of 2023.
Called meeting on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 5:15pm in the church library
Called meeting on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 5:15 pm in the church library
The meeting was called to order with the lighting of the Christ candle and prayer. Members of
the Session met to examine Elders-Elect Denny Rogers and Hunter Breshears. The
conversational exam included the following questions:
Faith experience - Share about your experience of the Christian faith, and the grace and
love of God. How does this shape your life, and your upcoming leadership role?
Knowledge of the doctrine, government, and discipline contained in the Constitution of the
church - Share some of what you learned about the church in officer training. This may
include distinctives of how we govern ourselves, the use of the Book of Order and
Confessions, and important themes of Reformed theology.
The duties of your office - Share your understanding of the duties of Ruling Elder or Deacon
(see Book of Order G-2.0201-.0202, and G-2.0301).
After the exam, a motion was approved to sustain the examination of the Elders-Elect. Denny
and Hunter will be installed into active service on the Session during worship on Sunday, June
26. The meeting was closed with prayer.
Stated meeting on Monday, May 23, 2022 at 6:00pm in the church library
The Christ candle continued into the beginning of the stated meeting. Pastor Georgia opened
with a reading from Colossians 1:9-14 and prayer. Along with regular reports from ministry staff
and committees, the Session:
Received the resignation of Elder Brian Edmundson (with regret, and with blessings on
Brian and Kimberlyn’s move to Florida).
Approved changing the name of the Long Range Planning Committee to the “Church
Forward Committee”. The Church Forward Committee will host congregational listening
sessions in late August and September.
Appointed Cie Cochran to the Church Forward Committee to fill the role of Elder in the
Class of 2023
Approved with amendment a Memorandum of Understanding between Crystal Bridges
Museum and FPC regarding the detention pond in the southwest corner of our property.
The pond will be rebuilt and contained on CBM property and they will assume all operation
and maintenance. FPC will provide access as needed for CBM and the City of Bentonville.
An easement document will be forthcoming.
Reviewed provisions for financial operations to be covered during the Financial Manager
transition
Reviewed the status of the search for a new Financial Manager. Interview team is Nate
Burdick, Sue Redfield, and Pastor Katie.

Heard reflections from elders serving on the Property Interest Liaison Group.
The Presbytery of Arkansas will meet virtually on Saturday, June 4. FPC Elder Commissioners,
elected at the April meeting, are Kim Dixon and Cie Cochran.
The meeting was closed with prayer. The next stated Session meeting will be Monday, June 27
at 6:00pm in the church library. As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of
meetings are available from the church office.

The Session
Class of 2022
Krystle Sawyer (Mission)
Linda Freeman (MFM)
Harry James (Property)
Cheryl Wright (Fellowship)
Arisson Fox (Youth)

Class of 2023
Cie Cochran (Children)
Kim Dixon (Youth)
Hunter Breshears (Finance)
Melissa Monroe (Worship)
Ken Ziervogel (Personnel)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

Class of 2024
Mike Bender (Property)
Nate Burdick (Finance & Stewardship)
Josh Johnson (Healthy Church)
Tela Webb (Long Range Plan/Adult Ed)
Open

AV Tech Support, a part-time staff position
We are grateful to Ross Macartney as he has been serving as our interim AV Tech Support
since October. We are now looking for the next AV Tech Support staff to whom Ross will
soon pass the baton.
This 10-12 hour/week church staff position oversees the audio and video technology,
livestreaming and production aspects of our worship services and other events, as well as
coordinating the AV volunteer team. This position also makes updates to our website and
social media. Skills needed are: Microsoft Office applications, WordPress, photo editing,
ProPresenter, and video editing.
If you are interested and would like to learn more, please contact Pastor Katie at
kcummings@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5450.

Join our AV Team! Training is provided.
Each Sunday, we have 3 AV volunteers who run our soundboard, operate the cameras,
and advance the slides for the screen display. They are an important part of both in
person and online worship, facilitating sound and images and engagement with our
whole worshipping community. The AV team would like to grow, so that there are plenty
of people to share the schedule with. Training is provided! If you might be interested, or
would like to learn more, please contact Amanda in the church office at
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5450.

Music Notes from Brian
“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy. Fish are jumpin’, and the cotton is high…” Yep, it is that time of the
year. For most, school is out. Summer vacations loom, especially with very relaxed COVID restrictions.
Summer camps are resuming. And the lake, o my, the lake beckons. In summer church life, activities
shift. Vacation Bible School makes its annual return, but weekly music ensembles take time off. (Those
folks want to take vacations as much as everyone!) It would seem that the musical life slows down to the
speed of cotton growing, but reality seldom agrees with impression.
Although the church music ensembles take a well deserved break, music does not cease! In addition to
the exceptional skills of Kristy Olefsky on organ and piano, soloist and small groups are welcome. If you
play piano, but have found that playing for worship a bit daunting, how about sharing some of those
keyboard skills during the pre-service music? Of course, the offertory still is an option. Do you play a
wind or string instrument? Summer is a great time for you to bring those talents into worship. What
about all that singing in the car? Yes, you can share that as well. In fact, you can even invite a friend, or
two or three, and sing in worship. All these opportunities require is a joyful spirit, a tiny bit of flexibility
for dates, and contacting me to make all the arrangements.
The Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells, and hopefully, Children’s Choirs will resume weekly rehearsals in
September. All are welcome to join us, but if you are missing some live music, summer is the perfect
opportunity to share not just your talent, but also your love of God and our church. All are welcome!

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org by June 24, 2022.
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Open; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
AV Tech and Communications Support: Ross Macartney (interim),
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodian: Jorge Esparza
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people come to:
1) Trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

