Sunday Worship
10:15 am in person and
online

Here's What's Happening
March 2 - Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday worship at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary & online,
childcare provided

Phone 479.273.5450
(answered Monday - Friday
8am - 4pm)

Email
info@fpcbentonville.org

Website
www.fpcbentonville.org

March 4 - 5
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas, online

March 6 - The First Sunday in Lent
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship with The Sacrament of The Lord's Supper at 10:15am in the
Sanctuary & online
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Youth Group, 4:30pm

(church calendar found
under My FPC)

March 13 - The Second Sunday in Lent
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm

Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Youth Group, 4:30pm

March 20 - The Third Sunday in Lent
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library

For more information about

Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online

upcoming events, please
contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.

Each week, the FPC Food
Pantry sets up Fridays at
9am, and is open Saturdays
from 9-11am

March 20 - 27
My Friends and Me Learning Center on Spring Break

March 27 - The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Adult Faith Formation, 9:00am in the Library
Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Youth Group, 4:30pm

March 28
Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm

Dear church family,
Our approach to Lent this year is not very “Lent-y.” At least not in the familiar sort of Lent-yness, marked by a focus on personal discipline, penitence, and reminders of our human sin
and finitude.
Our theme this year is “Full to the Brim: An Expansive Lent”. Drawing from resources
created by the gifted young Presbyterian pastors and artists of A Sanctified Art LLC, we will
look at the scriptures of the season from the Revised Common Lectionary that are filled with
the promises of God’s expansive grace and love. These scriptures bring God's grace to life
through images of a mother hen, of a prodigal welcomed home, of a fig tree nurtured with
care and hope, of precious oil poured out lovingly and freely, of stones shouting out with
praise – as the authors of the resource put it, “these sacred texts are brimming with a gospel
of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like water, it spills over.
Full to the Brim is an invitation – into a radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation to
be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice at every turn, to pour out even
more grace wherever it is needed…When we allow ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s
lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows,
touching everything in its path.” (from the introduction to the sermon planning guide, Full to
the Brim: An Expansive Lent, sanctifiedart.org).
So this year, I invite us all on a Lenten journey of grace. Of plenty. Of God’s love for you
overflowing. Not in a way that ignores sin or denies suffering, but a Lenten journey that leads
us to the Easter proclamation of God’s self-giving love that is so expansive and life-giving that
it breaks the power of death and sin once and for all. A Lenten journey that encourages us to
live fully as we increase our capacity to receive and to give God’s grace.
The season of Lent begins on March 2 with Ash Wednesday. Our Ash Wednesday worship
service will be at 7:00pm, in person and online, and include the imposition of ashes.
I am excited to let you know that we have adapted the Full to the Brim resources to create two
forms of devotionals. Each devotional includes a scripture passage and original artwork
inspired by that passage, a reflection, and a prayer for each Sunday of Lent, as well as Ash
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. First, there is a Lenten
Video Devotional, available via our YouTube link, and via the button “Lenten Video
Devotional” on the homepage of our website, fpcbentonville.org. This series of 4-minute
videos create an auditory and visual space for you to engage the scripture, art, reflection, and
prayer. Second, there is a Lenten Devotional booklet, available electronically via the button
“Lenten Devotional booklet” on our homepage, or in a hardcopy version available in the
church office and the bin outside the main church entrance.
May we be filled to the brim with God’s grace! So that we
may be vessels for peace, and the thriving of all of God’s
beloved children.
In Christ,

Lenten Study with the Presbytery of Arkansas
March 3 – April 7, Thursdays at 7:00pm CST on Zoom

During Lent, join the Presbytery of Arkansas and our friend PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker
Rev. Dori Hjalmarson in a six-week Zoom Bible study of mission and church.
From Rev. Hjalmarson: When two deadly hurricanes struck Honduras during one week in
November 2020, members of the Honduran Presbyterian Church felt called to act, even
though their own communities and churches had been spared damage. But this call was
not universally felt at first. Isn’t the church called to care for its members’ spiritual wellbeing, and leave the disaster response to the experts and government agencies? Should
the church not seek to evangelize among the communities suffering from the natural
disaster, in addition to providing food and medicine? WHY are we doing this?
These may sound like questions you have heard or asked in your own congregations. To
answer them, some members of the Honduran church turned to scripture and to a study
called Church, Community and Mission to reflect and rethink their own ideas about what
God calls the church to be, and how God calls Christians to act in relationship to the
world around us. We invite our U.S. partners to join us in the journey, and to experience
the transformation that we have experienced in the past year.
When: March 3 -April 7, Thursdays at 7:00pm CST via Zoom
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpdOipqjMrEtcLK-KCn3PVbazsk6UwQe6u
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting.

Children and Youth Ministry

Youth Sunday
Thank you to everyone who participated in or supported Youth Sunday! We are thankful
for all you!
Souper Bowl of Caring
Thank you to everyone who donated to the youth’s Souper Bowl of Caring fundraiser. We
raised over $900 to tackle hunger in Arkansas! Thank you so much for your support!
Easter Candy Donations
It’s that time of year again! The Children’s Team will gladly accept donations of nut-free
and peanut butter free candy for our Easter Egg Hunt. Please drop off candy to the office
by April 1st. Thank you so much!
Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Egg Hunt will take place on the north lawn on Saturday, April 16th from 11am12pm. Pres-school-6th graders and their families are invited to join us to read through
the Easter story and hunt for eggs!
VBS 2022 Save the Date(s)

Sunday afternoons in June rising 1st through 6th graders are invited to join us for our
“On the Case” themed VBS! We’ll take a look at Jesus’ parables and learn how to discover
what they mean!

Adult Faith Formation
Living into Lent
Adult Sunday School begins again on March 6, the first Sunday of Lent. Our six-week reflection is
based on a Lenten devotional by one of our favorite authors, Donald McKim. Each week’s
gathering will include scripture, prayer, and theological insights as we share the journey through
Lent. We will reflect on our Christian identity and discuss ways to deepen our faith experience as
we seek to live out the will and purpose of God.
All are welcome to gather in the church Library at 9:00am on Sundays, beginning March 6. No
preparation or materials are necessary. Discussion sessions will be led by pastors and church
members, using McKim’s devotional book as guidance. If you would like a copy of the book (not
required), please notify the church office: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org

What Do Deacons Do?
The First Presbyterian Church of Bentonville’s 2022 class of deacons was ordained and installed
recently on January 23rd, alongside the other officers-elect. Where an elder of the church serves
in a position of leadership, guidance, and government, a deacon serves as the hands and feet of
the church.

As the hands and feet of the church, deacons at our church perform specific functions. They are
charged with welcoming individuals and families to the church. They coordinate the distribution
of meals to households in need during life-altering experiences. Deacons assist and accompany
the pastors in ministering to those in need of Home Communion. They offer and coordinate
transportation to and from worship services and church events for those in need. The deacons
also help the church celebrate events in the lives of its members- such as times of baptism and
confirmation. Often accompanying these specific events, deacons also minister to church
members via cards on particular special occasions. The deacons also correspond with those
struggling with loss or loneliness and make themselves available to assist with coordinating,
organizing, and welcoming at memorial services.
Deacons embrace the ministry as articulated both in scripture and the Book of Order, “one of
compassion, witness, and service,” ministering through acts of service, through prayer, and by
being available for those who are in need.
Please pray for the deacon team as they undertake their ministry and never hesitate to let us
know if you need to be lifted up in prayer. Our mission is to care for one another in the
perpetuation of the love of Christ, no matter where we are in our respective journeys.
Andy Martin
Susannah Neville
Gail Rogers
John Whiting
Rebecca Schneringer
Colby Monroe

Alex Brice
Ben Fox
Nettie Robek
Charlotte Macartney
Julie Verdoorn

Zachary Cade
Anne Dixon
Michael Zoller
Jodi Schneider
Jayne Roth
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Emergency Needs in Our Community:
What your Response Means
A family’s next apartment is unexpectedly delayed by two
days, and they have run out of funds for a hotel.
An elderly man and woman suddenly need to care for
their grandchildren to bridge a gap during a family crisis,
but they lack gas and grocery money to do so.
A man and his disabled son become homeless due to a
bureaucratic snag in their benefits schedule.
A family in our congregation find themselves unable to
work due to sudden illness, resulting in three weeks of lost income.
In each of these cases, and many more, our church has been on the frontline in response to
unexpected emergencies. We have been able to work with our community partners to fill the
gaps when regular assistance is not available.
Dozens of families and individuals have been able to weather emergencies in their lives
because you have helped them through those difficult times with your contributions to the
Emergency Response Fund. This is a donation-based (unbudgeted) fund. As we continue to see
unexpected needs arise in our church family and community, God continues to work through
the generosity of this congregation. Your support goes a long way toward helping families stay
warm, safe, and fed through temporary crises.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
If you are a church member in need of assistance, please contact Pastor Georgia on a confidential
basis, gsenor@fpcbentonville.org. For other requests, please contact the church office, 479-273-5450
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
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My Friends and Me is Hiring!

Current openings include:
Full-time 4- to 5-year-old Lead Teacher
Substitute 4- to 5-year-old Lead Teacher
We seek positive and enthusiastic individuals with a passion for working with children.
Our ideal candidates know classroom procedures and techniques to guide, manage, and
instruct children in a childcare setting and is willing to learn and work as a team. Hours
are Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to 2:30 pm. Retired teachers are welcome!
Applications and/or resumes may be sent to MFM Director Z Cooper at
zcooper@fpcbentonville.org. Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled. To
learn more, go to the website https://fpcbentonville.org/my-friends-me-learning-center/

Music Notes from Brian
In English writer C.S. Lewis’ book “The Lion, Witch and Wardrobe: Prince Caspian,” the
Great Lion Aslan, when asked by Lucy why he didn’t come roaring in and save us like the
last time replies “Things never happen the same way twice dear one.” While it may be
true that God never does something the same way twice, God certainly seems to rhyme.
Moses, Rahab, Samson, David, Paul, all deeply flawed in their own way. Yet God saw in
each potential, a conduit for God’s message and story.
Music composers are a truly mixed crowd, religiously speaking. J.S. Bach was a deeply
committed Christian. Ralph Vaughan Williams, best known in the contemporary church
for his tune to the hymn “For All the Saints” stated he was a cheerful agnostic. Yet no one
would claim God can’t be heard in each’s music. So as we begin Lent this Ash
Wednesday, let’s briefly look at music from 19th century composer Johannes Brahms.
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) is primarily know for his orchestral output. Born into a
Lutheran family, he was deeply steeped in the musical traditions of the 17th and 18th
centuries. When 30 years old he was appointed the conductor for the Wiener
Singakademie, programming many works by early composers such as Bach, Schütz, and
more recent composers such as Beethoven and Mendelssohn. While there he wrote the
choral motet “Schaffe in mir, ein Gott.” (Create in Me a Clean Heart O God) on Psalm 51.
The work represents his early studies of 17th and 18th century music, using Baroque
techniques but with the harmonic language of the 19th century. The first section,
hearkening back to even the late 16th century, sets verse 10 of Psalm 51 in a gentle
contrapuntal style. Verse 11, set in the second section, adds the tension from the plea to
not be cast away with an extremely chromatic fugue. Brahms concludes with a joyful,
exuberant settings of verse 12.
As Brahms was born into a German Lutheran family, no doubt he was very familiar with
the Bible and 19th century church tradition. His ability to capture the tone and spirit of
scripture, born from this experience, was magnified by his musical skill. Yet as a star of
his age, he said little beyond hints that he was perhaps a religious freethinker. The
closest we hear is from fellow composer Antonín Dvořák, a devout Roman Catholic.
Dvořák states "Such a man, such a fine soul—and he believes in nothing! He believes in
nothing!”
Whether Brahms truly believed in “nothing” or simply stood apart from the cultural
norms expected in a Christian culture, we do not know. We often believe the clash
between culture and established religion are particular unique to our time, but the 19th
century saw the birth of evolution, the scientific method, rapid advances in medical
understanding, and a rapidly shrinking planet. Colonization, baptized by religion,
continued.

Artists such as Brahms navigated a perilous line between direct confrontation with the
church and embracing growing humanistic philosophy. His music was born of a
childhood in the church and adulthood in a highly pluralistic culture.
To enjoy a performance of Brahms’ “Schaffe in mir,” click on the following link.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7T2hDcGNE7Y
To see the music for “Schaffe in mir,” click on this link.
https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/images/b/bb/Brahms_-_Schaffe_in_mir_Gott.pdf

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org by February 23, 2022.
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Kimberlyn Edmundson; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
AV Tech and Communications Support: Ross Macartney (interim),
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodian: Jorge Esparza
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

