Sunday Worship
10:15 am in person and
online

Phone 479.273.5450
(answered Monday - Friday
8am - 4pm)

Here's What's Happening
January 13
Presbyterian Women Rachel Circle, 9:30am

January 16 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Youth Group, 4:30pm

Email
info@fpcbentonville.org

January 17
Church office and My Friends and Me Learning Center closed in

Website
www.fpcbentonville.org
(church calendar found
under My FPC)

Office Hours

observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday

January 18
Newcomer Gathering, 6:30pm in the church library or online, tbd

January 20
Presbyterian Women Mary and Martha Circle, 6:30pm

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm

January 23 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Worship at 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online, with the Ordination
and Installation of new Ruling Elders and Deacons

For more information about
upcoming events, please
contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.

Each week, the FPC Food
Pantry sets up Fridays at
9am, and is open Saturdays
from 9-11am

Annual Meeting at 11:30am in the Sanctuary & via Zoom
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Youth Group, 4:30pm

January 30 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Worship and 10:15am in the Sanctuary & online
J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am
Youth Group, 4:30pm

January 31
Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm

Dear church family,
One of my seminary professors used to say, “We don’t learn from experience; we learn from
reflection on our experience.” At the beginning of 2022, his words come to my mind once
again. I invite us to reflect on our experiences of 2021 in our own life, and in the life of our
church family. I also invite us to look ahead to 2022 as we step into a new year. These
questions may be helpful prompts for our reflection: What were significant moments and
realizations for you in 2021? Where did you see God on the move in 2021? What insights and
hopes will you carry into 2022?
The image above from Christmas Eve 2021 captures the heart of my reflection on the past
year, and of my hope for 2022. It’s that moment when we are singing Silent Night. The lights
have been slowly dimming verse by verse. We have lit our candles from the Christ candle, and
the candlelight has been passed from one person to the next and to the next until everyone
is holding the light. Both in person and online, and with those we love in every time and place,
the Holy Spirit has joined our hearts together. Every voice is raised up. And as we sing the
ultimate verse, every light is raised up. The shadows just make the light brighter, the song
more powerful, our hearts more connected. We know that we are all part of something larger
than ourselves. And with all of us taking part, the light shines in all of its beauty and fullness.
Yet we will not linger in the reverie of the moment, because God sends us out. Together, we
will carry the light of Christ out into the very real world with purpose and hope, trusting that
the darkness cannot overcome it. And as we carry the light of Christ, we will see one
another’s faces, indeed the face of everyone we encounter and interact with, reflected in the
light.
May we carry into 2022 the light of Christ that transforms and guides us. May we continue to
bear the light of Christ in ways that bring help, dignity, and solidarity with those who suffer.
May we experience a renewal of joy and zest in those places we have felt worn down. May we
grow and thrive in our relationships with God and each other.
In the light of Christ,

New to the church? Let’s get together, January 18
at 6:30pm
We will have a Newcomer Gathering on Tuesday evening, January 18, 2022, at 6:30pm.
This will either be in person or via Zoom, depending on pandemic conditions at the time.
If in person, we will meet in the church Library. Join us for a conversation to learn more
about the mission and ministries of our growing church family, and to ask questions in a
relaxed, informal context with pastors and church members. If you are able to join us,
please reply to Amanda Hayes at administrative.assistant@fpcbentonvile.org or
(479) 273-5450.

Children's Ministry
J St. Kids and Club 456
J St. Kids and Club 456 are back in session beginning January 16th! We will be diving back
into our Compassion curriculum and focusing on the stories of Jesus! See you on
Sundays from 11:30-1pm for lunch, Bible study, and fun!
Children’s Ministry Family Bowling Party!
We had so much fun at our Christmas bowling party in December! It was a joy to
celebrate with friends!

Epiphany Service
It was a joy to hear from the children during our Epiphany Program on January 9. They
reminded us of our call to follow Jesus and shared some examples of how they follow God. We
were all encouraged to reflect on how Jesus is calling us to follow him this year! Thank you to
everyone who participated and helped put this service together!

Youth Ministry
Youth Group
Youth Group is back in session beginning January 16th! Join us from 4:30-6pm in the
Fellowship Hall for dinner, games, and Bible Study. Starting January 16th, we will begin
our Youth Sunday planning! Youth Sunday will be on February 27th.
Summer Trips
Summer trips are back and we’re super excited about it!
FPC Bentonville will be offering an initial $200 off the trips and will work with each family
to figure out if any additional assistance is needed. Please do not let the price tag of the
trips keep your youth from participating. We will figure it out!
To sign up please visit the Presbytery website:
https://www.presbyark.org/ministries/youth-a-team/
We encourage current 8th-12th graders to sign up for Triennium, as this only happens
every few years!
Junior High Jubilee - July 2-7, 2022
Youth Conference at Mo Ranch Camp in Southern Texas
Estimated Cost: $800
All students currently in 6th-8th grade are invited
The presbytery will need chaperones (one adult for every 5 students)
Montreat Youth Conference - July 16-23rd, 2022
Youth Conference at Montreat in North Carolina
Estimated Cost: $1,200
All students currently in 9th-12th grade are invited
The presbytery has spots for 8 students and 2 chaperones
Triennium Youth Conference - July 24-28, 2022
PC(USA) National Youth Conference, happens every three years in Indianapolis, IN
Estimated Cost: $1,000
All students currently in 8th-12th grade are invited
The presbytery will need chaperones (one adult for every 10 students)
Registration and a $100 deposit is due for all trips on January 15, 2022.

My Friends and Me is Hiring!

Current openings include:
Full-time 4- to 5-year-old Lead Teacher
Substitute 4- to 5-year-old Lead Teacher
We seek positive and enthusiastic individuals with a passion for working with children.
Our ideal candidates know classroom procedures and techniques to guide, manage, and
instruct children in a childcare setting and is willing to learn and work as a team. Hours
are Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to 2:30 pm. Retired teachers are welcome!
Applications and/or resumes may be sent to MFM Director Z Cooper at
zcooper@fpcbentonville.org. Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled. To
learn more, go to the website https://fpcbentonville.org/my-friends-me-learning-center/

Save the date!
Sunday, February 20
We welcome PC(USA) mission co-worker Rev. Dori Hjalmarson as our preacher in worship

We look forward to welcoming the Rev. Dori Hjalmarson as our preacher in worship on Sunday,
February 20. Current plans include a lunch and presentation with Rev. Hjalmarson after worship
that day, as well as a lunch presentation on Monday, February 21. Rev. Hjalmarson will also be
spending time and teaching at First United Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville during her visit.
Look for more detailed information to come in February.
Since 2017, Rev. Dori Hjalmarson has facilitated theological education and leadership
development with the Presbyterian Church of Honduras. She recently signed up for a second
four-year term accompanying Honduran Presbyterians in their partnerships with Arkansas
Presbytery and others, and helping Honduran leaders, especially youth and women, develop
and use their skills for the church. In 2018 Dori accompanied members of Arkansas Presbytery
as they visited Honduran Presbyterian churches, accompanied church women in developing a
newly acquired retreat and conference center, and learned about Honduran life and culture.

During the past two years of COVID-19 pandemic, Dori stayed in Honduras and helped church
leaders reflect on their new realities and challenges in responding to intensifying economic and
pastoral needs, as well as natural disasters and emergencies as back-to-back hurricanes struck
Honduras in November 2020. Dori is originally from New Mexico and is a member of the
Presbytery of Santa Fe. After working as a newspaper journalist in Kentucky, she graduated from
San Francisco Theological Seminary in 2015 and worked as a chaplain in hospice and hospital
settings before being ordained and accepting the call to serve in Honduras.

To learn more about Rev. Hjalmarson and the ministry of Presbyterians in Honduras, go to
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/dori-hjalmarson/

In the past month, many requests have come to our church for blankets, gas cards, food
and temporary housing support (hotel stays in emergency situations). We have seen an
unusually high number of homeless families and individuals. At the same time, we sense
the love of Christ moving through this church every time we see relief on the faces of
those we are able to help. Thank you to all who support the Emergency Response Fund
(ERF) above and beyond regular contributions to the church. Please be assured that your
donations make a difference in the lives of those who are facing a crisis. The ERF is a
non-budgeted fund, based solely on direct donations. All requests for assistance are
screened by our committee.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
If you are a church member in need of assistance, please contact Pastor Georgia on a
confidential basis. gsenor@fpcbentonville.org. For other requests, please contact the
church office, 479-273-5450, administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org .

Scholarships available for High School Seniors
Senior year of high school brings a lot of excitement as you celebrate the final months of
your high school experience. Did you know there are several Church scholarships
available for those who plan to continue to college or any specialty or technical school?
The Edna Putman Presbyterian Scholarship was established in 1983. It was
originally called the Presbyterian Memorial Scholarship and was created with monies
given to the Laurene Compton Memorial Gift Fund. Mrs. Compton was Dr. Compton’s
wife and Edna Putman’s daughter.
The John W. Vinson Jr. Scholarship Fund was also established in 1983. John
Vinson, affectionately called Jack, was a beloved minister of the church from 19581971. He was a dedicated scholar and was known to help students at church with
their studies.
The Carl Otis Jett Scholarship was established in 1986. This scholarship is named
after Mrs. Jett’s son, Carl Otis Jett.
The James and Frances Boyd Scholarship was established in honor of James and
Frances Boyd and their lifelong dedication to education and this congregation.
We invite all seniors to review the application and consider applying. The application
process will only be available through the church and the FPC Scholarship Application
applies to all 4 scholarships. Candidates will be evaluated in multiple areas. These include:
Interview
Essay
Church Leadership (VBS, Deacon, Session, Food Pantry, Mission Trip, Trunk or Treat,
Worship Leader, Music Leader, Choir member, Instrumentalist/Vocalist in worship,
Helping Hands, and Children’s Church, Presbytery Youth Advisory Team)
Church Fellowship (youth group, Mo-Ranch, YouthQuake, Montreat)
Academics (Honors/Awards, transcript, ACT/SAT Scores)
Work Experience/School Activities
Community Service
Need
Listed on the next page are important dates to remember and contact information for
the scholarship committee. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us for
clarification.

First Presbyterian Church
Scholarship Committee Timeline for 2021-2022
Friday, February 18, 2022: All applications and supporting documents are due via
email to Ashley Clark at poptartacar@yahoo.com by 5pm. Completed applications
include reference letters, essay, ACT scores, and transcript. When submitting your
application, please create one PDF document that includes the completed application
and all supporting documents except for the reference letters. Reference letters are
to be emailed to Ashley Clark at poptartacar@yahoo.com by the person providing the
reference.
February 27: Individual interviews with the scholarship committee. Students will be
notified of the Scholarship Committee’s decision after all applicants have been
interviewed.
P.S. For those who are considering attending a Presbyterian College, there are additional
opportunities for active Presbyterian students. Please see Pastor Georgia for more
information on those colleges and the available scholarships.

Starting a New Year

Brian Breeding, Director of Music Ministry

“Keep it small, in the fall. If that doesn’t work, start with the New Year.” These words of
advice came from a well known and successful pastor at a Worship and Music
Conference a few years ago. His belief is that the fall season, with the start of the new
academic year and hopefully a restful summer, is the optimum time to start new projects,
ventures, or programs. If that isn’t possible, the next best time is immediately after the
Advent and Christmas season and the beginning of a New Year. Although given in the
context of new programs or changes for a church, the advice applies equally well to our
personal lives. Fall IS a great time to start new projects. A new hobby, take a class, start
exercising. (I think fall is WAY better to start the exercise commitment than the New Year!)
But sometimes busy lives just get in the way. Good intentions slide to the back of the
shelf, waiting to be dusted off and perused once again. So September is just a distant
memory. The Christmas rush is over. January beckons.
The Chancel Choir always holds a seat and music for the new singer. Meeting each
Sunday at 9am in the Music Suite, we rehearse the upcoming hymns and songs plus
special music for several weeks in advance. No special skills or talents are required other
than a joyful willingness to learn and sing each week.
Chancel Bells, our adult handbell choir, meets each Sunday at 11:30 in the Music Suite.
We play for worship 3-4 times in the spring. A basic understanding of music is needed for
this ensemble.
Did you play an instrument in band or orchestra? Maybe it is time to dust off that clarinet
and consider playing for worship. Instrumentalists are asked to play throughout the year,
as available, and as the music dictates. Rehearsals are usually the same day of the
service, but music is provided well in advance.
So start 2021 with a new adventure in the arts at First Presbyterian, Bentonville. Contact
Brian for more information at brian@fpcbentonville.org.

Session update on COVID-19 Protocols
With the current record breaking spike in COVID cases, the Healthy Church Team met on
January 4 to review our current masking practices. With the health and safety of our
congregation as the priority, they considered a return to masks for everyone until the
end of January, when the current surge is expected to wane. It was noted that medical
experts advise that cloth masks are not effective against the Omicron variant, and that
surgical/paper masks or KN95 masks are effective.
The Healthy Church Team recommended to Session that we shift our current practice of
masks optional for those who are vaccinated to the following:
We will all wear surgical (paper) or KN95 masks for any gatherings (2 or more) in the
church building until the end January.
The Session approved this recommendation at their called meeting on January 5.
We have surgical and KN95 masks available at church for anyone who needs one.
We know that we are all so very tired of COVID. And we long for the day when mask
wearing is past. Until then, thank you for caring for each other over the next couple of
weeks as we get through the current surge!

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org by January 24, 2022.
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Kimberlyn Edmundson; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
AV Tech and Communications Support: Ross Macartney (interim),
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodian: Jorge Esparza
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

