
Here's What's Happening
September 5

Worship at 10:15am with the Lord's Supper in person in the Sanctuary,

online on Facebook and YouTube
 

September 6 

Church office and My Friends and Me Learning Center closed in

observance of Labor Day

September 12 - Kick-Off Sunday

Adult Sunday School, 9:00am in the Library

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary, online on Facebook and

YouTube, with guest musicians, "Calvin Street"

Congregational Meeting, after worship

J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am 

Youth Group, 4:30pm
 

September 19

Adult Sunday School, 9:00am in the Library

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary, online on Facebook and

YouTube

Deacon Meeting, 11:30am

J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am 

Youth Group, 4:30pm

Topical Discussion Group, 4:30pm
 

September 26

Adult Sunday School, 9:00am in the Library

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary, online on Facebook and

YouTube, with the Sacrament of Baptism

J St. Kids and Club 456, 11:30am 

Youth Group, 4:30pm

Topical Discussion Group, 4:30pm
 

 September 27

Stated Session Meeting, 6:00pm

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8am - 4pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00am - 4:00pm

 

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



We all know about physical thirst. Without enough water, 
dehydration sets in. Our mouths become dry, fatigue slows us down, 
and our thinking gets fuzzy. If we go too long without water, our vital
organs shrink and begin to shut down. Our bodies tell us when we 
need a good long drink of water, and it  is wise to listen.

What about spiritual thirst? What are our souls telling us? In these 
days, as Rev. Nadia Bolz Webber puts it, when the world is literally 
and metaphorically on fire, our souls can feel dehydrated. 
Our insides can feel shriveled. Our hearts can become dry, our 
tempers short, and our hope diminished. Our souls tell us when we
need a good long drink of water.  And Jesus invites us to do just that.
 Jesus says, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one 
who believes in me drink.” (John 7:37-38)

This fall, our theme is “Let All Who are Thirsty Come” (Revelation 22:17).  We will be drinking deeply
from the living water that Jesus offers us, the life-giving water that is Jesus himself. We will be soaking
up words and images of water in our worship and our prayers. During worship on Kick-Off Sunday,
September 12, we will revisit the waters of our baptism as we share in a reaffirmation of our baptismal
covenant. Our musical guests, Calvin Street (more about them in this newsletter) will lead us in favorite
hymns filled with rivers, streams, and fountains – symbols of God’s ever flowing mercy, and of our life in
Christ that springs forth through us by the Spirit. 

We look forward to taking many deep drinks of living water in Christ together this fall – in new Bible
study opportunities, children and youth ministries, our church picnic on October 3, serving others
through our Food Pantry, supporting refugees through CANOPY, and more. In all these things, we are
grateful for the diligent work of our Healthy Church Team and Session to help us navigate and stay
flexible for the health and safety of everyone. 

“Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body, refreshed and sustained at one fountain – his Spirit –
where we all come to drink.” (1 Corinthians 12:13, The Message)
May we all drink deeply and encourage one another along the way.

In Christ,

Photo credit: Zane Lee on unsplash

"Let All Who are Thirsty Come"





The deacons’ Welcoming and Belonging ministry is happy to join the rest of the
congregation in welcoming our newest church members. People need a church home
now as much as they ever have in the past, and we are so thankful that our new
members have found a place at First Presbyterian Church. If you would like to send them
a note of welcome, their mailing addresses can be found in the church directory. The
Lord has called each of us to the journey of faith in unique ways. Though we are all
different, we come together to form the Body of Christ in this place, even from our
homes through online connections. It is one of our many charges to serve as a light for
the world.

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28

“Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house.” Matthew 5:15

These households were welcomed into our family of faith on August 22, 2021:

Welcome!

Nancy Smith, and her son 
Jacob Smith

Brandon and Amy Jacobson, 
and their daughters 

(not pictured: 
daughters Elliot and Isla)

Nate and Liz Burdick, and daughter
 Dalley

Joe and Kristi Metzger



Music Kick-Off
 Brian Breeding, Director of Music

Cooler temperatures in September can mean only one thing, (well, only one musical thing) resuming
rehearsals of ensembles. Except…this isn’t a normal September. Normally I would remind everyone that
all the adult and children music ensembles would resume rehearsing for worship. But, again, this isn’t
exactly normal. But, all of us are now experts in the fine art of flexibility, so we adjust and STILL make 
wonderful music in worship.

Chancel Bells will resume rehearsals on Sunday, September 12. Rehearsing from 11:30-12:30pm each
Sunday, this ensemble plays in worship 3-4 times each semester. A basic understanding of music
reading and counting is required. 

The Chancel Choir ordinarily would resume rehearsals also on September 12, 9am to 10am. Safety
being paramount however, we will continue with small ensembles each Sunday. These singers meet on
the scheduled Sunday at 9:15 to rehearse that Sunday’s hymns and anthem. While no prior experience
is required, please contact me for additional information and scheduling. 

The Children’s Choirs, ordinarily meeting as part of J Street Kids and Club 4-5-6, will this fall create a
virtual choir for presentation later in the fall. Contact either myself, brian@fpcbentonville.org, and 479-
273-5450, or Director of Children and Youth Ministries Katie Flood, kflood@fpcbentonivlle.org, for more
information. 

Hailing from First United Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, the folk band Calvin Street has been
leading worship for half a decade! Founding members, Rob, Don, and Richard, a nurse and couple of
teachers, will join us in worship on Kick-Off Sunday, September 12. They have led music in our
worship services several times in recent years. They always bring a joyful spirit and unique style to
enhance our Sunday morning worship.

mailto:kflood@fpcbentonivlle.org






Children and Youth Ministry 
Youth and Children Registration- Now available online!

Each fall we ask that families fill out registration and consent forms for their youth and
children. The forms are valid for one year and all previously signed forms expire this
September. These forms help us keep contact information up to date, provide us with
necessary information to keep everyone safe, and avoid excess paperwork throughout
the year. 

This year, we have the added convenience of filling out the forms online. Please fill out
the registration form individually for each of your children or youth. The Medical and
Liability form can be filled out for your whole family. If you have any questions or would
prefer to fill out a paper form, please contact Katie Flood. 

Children’s Registration Form (K-6th graders)-https://form.jotform.com/212345749426056
Youth Registration Form (7-12th graders) - https://form.jotform.com/212345388268059
Children and Youth Medical and Liability Form-
https://form.jotform.com/212345598126055

Even if you’re not sure how your family will be participating this fall, please fill out the
paperwork anyways in order to avoid having to fill it out later in the year. 

Safety Measures

FPC Bentonville is committed to providing a safe environment for our families. With that
being said, we will be maintaining a flexible schedule this fall as we play close attention to
the covid situation in our area.

Currently, we will be opting to meet outside for all children and youth ministry activities
when the weather permits. When we have to be inside, we will meet in the Fellowship
Hall and other larger spaces in the church building where social distancing can be
practiced, wear masks when not eating food, and practice social distancing. We will
continue to follow all guidance from the church’s Session and adjust our programming as
we continue to navigate this season. 

J St. Kids and Club 456

J St. Kids (K-3rd) and Club 456 (4-6th) will kick-off on Sunday, September 12th. This year,
both groups will be meeting after worship on Sunday afternoons beginning at 11:30am.
Directly after worship, we will have flexible time for lunch and play. The children’s team
will provide lunch options for participants in September. Just before 12, children with
gather with their age groups to learn about God’s compassion through activity stations.
We will finish up by 1pm. 

 



At-Home Children’s Church

The Children’s Team will be providing at-home children’s church materials for families
beginning September 12th. Materials will be available for pick-up at the church and
through our weekly e-blast. 

Children’s Library 

The children’s library will be open on Sunday mornings for families to check-out books
beginning September 12th. The space will be limited to one family at a time. 

Youth Group Begins Meeting September 12th

Youth Group kicks off on September 12th. 7-12th graders are welcome to join us from
4:30-6:00pm to get to know your leaders, learn about our theme, play some gaga ball,
and roast dinner over the campfire! 

Youth At-Home Art Project

All 7-12th grade students are invited to decorate a small canvas this fall. Blank canvases
will be available at youth group and in a bin on the front porch of the church. Please drop
off your finished canvas in the same bin by October 10th.They will be hung up in the
youth rooms this year. 

Youth Local Fall Retreat Day

Save the date for Saturday, September 25th! In an effort to be safe and maintain
flexibility, we will be hosting a day retreat locally in place of going to Youthquake this fall.
While we will miss being at Ferncliff, we hope that this will provide a faith enriching
opportunity for our youth this fall! Be on the lookout for more information in the coming
weeks. 





After a COVID-imposed hiatus, your Library Committee is gearing up to reopen and
revitalize the Library. This is an excellent opportunity for volunteers (long time members
or newcomers) to join us as we organize and maintain the collections, add and catalog
new materials (purchased or donated) and plan activities to promote library usage for all
ages. The library collections include the large adult collection visible in the Vinson Library,
an extensive children’s library (also used by My Friends and Me) located in its own room
next to the sanctuary, and smaller elementary and youth sections found in their meeting
areas.  

The only qualifications for committee members are a willingness to work with an
energetic and creative team, a desire to serve the congregation, and the time to attend
monthly meetings and occasional work days. Someone who enjoys computer data entry
would be a welcome addition as we expand.

Those interested in joining are invited to attend the next scheduled meeting on Tuesday,
September 21, at 1:00pm in (of course) the Library. If you have questions or would like
further information, please contact Gail Rogers (grogers08@yahoo.com)

Calling All Book Lovers
(aka Library Committee Volunteers)

mailto:grogers08@yahoo.com






A family with three preschool aged children has their electricity disconnected because
they are months behind paying their bill, due to job loss (Pandemic related).
A couple (both employed) have both come down with COVID-19 and been unable to work
for two weeks. Now, their rent is due.
 
These are just two of the families FPC helped during the month of August, thanks entirely
to the loving generosity of our congregation and the ERF. With the Pandemics ups and
downs, as well as expiration of utility shutoff moratoriums, many families in our
community are having financial difficulty. Our Food Pantry supporters have helped meet
the nutritional requirements of our neighbors for many years. Now, the ERF is allowing
our congregation to provide additional help to our neighbors in need. God bless and
thank you for your continued support!

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

 If you are a church member in need of assistance, please contact Pastor Georgia on a
confidential basis. gsenor@fpcbentonville.org. For other requests, please contact the
church office, 479-273-5450, administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org . 

Emergency Response Fund Update
(formerly the Pandemic Response Fund)

photo credit: Kai Dahms on unsplash
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Presbyterian Women
Renee Nestor and Celeste Taylor are happy to serve the women of our church as the co-
coordinators this year for our PW (Presbyterian Women) Committee. Together, they are
planning for the regular Bible study, during the day, and hopefully, provide it at a night circle.
With the new Covid rise, we cannot be entirely definite on how our year will look and what we
can provide and where we can provide it. However, we are full of hope that we will be able to
serve, with great joy, the women of our church. 

This includes all of our mothers, working in the home or outside the home. We wish to find
ways to connect and provide for you, as well!! Your feedback is welcome! Do not hesitate to
give us some ideas for activities and fellowship, which would be convenient for you. Your
feedback is wanted!

All are welcome to participate in the monthly Bible study that begins in September. This year,
we will dive into Horizon’s curriculum entitled, “What my Grandmothers Taught me: Learning
from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy.” We will discuss how it is that key women (Tamar,
Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, Mary) affect the genealogy of Jesus and why they were included. We
will meet in the church Library on the second Thursday of each month at 9:30am. If you would
like a copy of the study, please let the church office know
(administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org , 479-273-5450). We will study scripture, share
prayer concerns and joys, and enjoy fellowship with one another. The cost of the study book is
$10.
 

When: 9:30am, 2nd Thursday of each month beginning September 9
Where: church Library
Who: All are welcome!

Bible Study

mailto:administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org


Our annual church picnic is Sunday afternoon, October 3 at Metfield park
in Bella Vista! Everyone is invited to bring their own lunch as we gather in
an open-air pavilion for fun and fellowship. Metfield has a playground, a
bicycle pump track, a mini-golf course, basketball courts, tennis courts, and
a greenway walking trail for our enjoyment. We are also hoping to have
some lawn games available! 

More details will be available as we get closer to the date through the
Friday e-blast. If you have any questions, please email Melissa as
monroemg01@gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing everyone there!

The Annual Church Picnic is back!

mailto:monroemg01@gmail.com




Session Highlights from July and August

Approved changing the classification of sick/personal days for My Friends and Me staff to PTO/Paid
Time Off, and to increase the number of days from 8 to 10.

Approved a recommendation from the Healthy Church Team that masks will be required for the
memorial services to be held in the sanctuary on August 7 (for Gordon Garlington) and August 13
(for Gary Bourne).

Approved a recommendation from the Healthy Church Team that, following current CDC guidelines,
masks will be worn in the building.

Approved a recommendation from the Endowment Committee to release Endowment Fund monies
in the amount of $16,140.20 (this year’s interest income) to be directed to the Emergency Response
Fund.

Approved the baptism of Lucas Ray Drebes, son of Kelley and Nate Drebes, during worship on
September 26, 2021.
Approved a transfer of membership for David Fleetwood to Trinity Presbyterian Church in
Springfield, Missouri.
Approved recommendations from the Healthy Church Team:

Our Session has been meeting regularly to guide and lead our church. We appreciate their prayerful and
faithful leadership!

Electronic meeting on July 14, 2021

Stated meeting on Monday, July 26 at 6:00pm in the library:
The meeting was called to order with the lighting of the Christ candle. Elder Sarah Semrow shared a
reading from 1 Corinthians 1:4 about sharing the comfort we have received from Christ with others.
Along with regular ministry reports, the Session:

The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world. 

Electronic meeting on Wednesday, July 28, 2021

Electronic meeting on Thursday, August 12, 2021

Called meeting on Sunday, August 22, 2021, in the Fellowship Hall

The Session met to receive new members to our congregation: Nancy Smith and Jacob Smith; Amy and
Brandon Jacobson (with daughters Isla and Elliot); Nate and Liz Burdick (with daughter Dalley Allen); and
Joe and Kristi Metzger. After welcome and introductions, Pastor Katie posed the membership questions
affirming their faith in Jesus Christ. A motion to receive everyone was passed joyfully.

Stated meeting on Monday, August 23, 2021, via Zoom

The meeting was called to order with the lighting of the Christ candle. Elder Kim Dixon shared a reading
from Romans 12:12 to encourage us in these days – “Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere
in prayer”. Along with regular ministry reports, the Session:



Received an overview of the 2022 Operating Budget preparation process by Financial Manager
Kimberlyn Edmundson.
The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas will be held virtually on Friday, October 8 and
Saturday, October 9.

          o That worship leaders be fully vaccinated to participate.
          o That handbells be permitted to return to rehearsal and worship.
          o That in person Children’s Church be postponed until a later date. In the  meantime, Children’s         
              Ministry will provide “at home” Children’s Church materials for families, as well as enhanced  
              materials for the children’s worship bags.
          o That the Children’s Library may be open on Sunday mornings, with one family at a time in the  
              space.
          o That FPC not participate in YouthQuake at this time due to COVID-19 considerations
          o That we continue to not serve coffee and snacks after worship on Sundays.
          o Serving food during children and youth ministry events: Food that is not pre-packaged may be 
             served. One or two people will serve the rest. Serving and eating outside is preferred. Serving and 
             eating indoors is permitted, with social distancing in larger rooms like the Fellowship Hall.

The meeting was closed with prayer. The next stated Session meeting will be Monday, September 27 at
6:00pm in the church library. As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are
available from the church office.



Bentonville First Presbyterian Church,

First Presbyterian Church has a special place in our hearts. Being in Bentonville for twenty three years
and having our children grow up in the church made such an impact on all of our lives.  What love was
poured out for us then and now! We are full of gratitude for the many cards, calls, visits and prayers over
the past two years as Gordon battled cancer. 

 The memorial service for Gordon was so meaningful and special under the leadership of Pastor Katie
Cummings, Pastor Georgia Senor and General Presbyter and friend, Stewart Smith.   We are forever
appreciative to so many that worked together on the planning of the service and the beautifully served
luncheon and dinners under the difficult circumstances with Covid restrictions.   We were overwhelmed
by the generous spirit of the congregation once again!

Shirley and the Garlington Family

A Word of Thanks from the Garlington Family



We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org by September 22,
2021

Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Kimberlyn Edmundson; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Kacy Spears, kspears@fpcbentonville.org                            
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodian: Jorge Esparza 
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


