
Here's What's Happening

 

 

July 4

Worship at 10:15am with the Lord's Supper in person in the Sanctuary,

online on Facebook and YouTube

July 5

Church office closed in observance of Independence Day 

Note: My Friends and Me will be open

July 11

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary, online on Facebook and

YouTube

Youth Group, 4:00pm
 

July 14

Book discussion, 6:30pm in the church library

July 18

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary, online on Facebook and

YouTube

Deacon meeting, 11:30am in the library

Youth Group, 4:00pm
 

July 21 

Book discussion, 6:30pm in the church library
 

July 25

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary, online on Facebook and

YouTube

Youth Group, 4:00pm
 

July 26

Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm in the Library
 

 July 28 

Book discussion, 6:30pm in the church library

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

 

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



Dear church family,

As Phil and I were wrapping up our last full day of visiting family in Dallas last week, we had an unexpected
detour. Phil starting having a lisp and some slurring of words. Knowing this is a sign of potential stroke, we
got him to the ER. Tests confirmed that it was a mild stroke. The very good news is that he is expected to
recover fully! After 24 hours in the ER (regular rooms were full), and then 3 more days for tests and follow
ups, we were elated when the approval for Phil’s discharge finally came. It is so very good to be home
now!

A health crisis of any kind is scary and exhausting. Whether you are the patient, or you are the one
holding that hand of the patient, the reality of our human vulnerability is undeniable. At the same time, we
know that God’s love and presence is with us in all things. Phil and I have experienced God’s love and
presence in abundance this past week – through the Spirit that brought peace and calm in a sea of worry,
through the medical team that responded with speed and expertise, through our family who was there on
point for us, and through the love and care from our church family as we let people know about our
detour and made our way back home.

Phil and I are so grateful to God, and to this church family and staff who have made God’s love so tangible
for us. Meals coordinated by the deacons and delivered by loving hands have fed our souls as well as our
tired bodies. Expressions of love and care have lifted our hearts. Session, staff and Pastor Georgia have
made it possible for us to have time to rest and regroup. Help and support have surrounded us. You have
blessed us deeply.

Thank you, church family, for being you! Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus, for us and for so
many. 

In Christ’s love,



The church recommends that non-vaccinated persons wear masks throughout worship (at this time, this
includes all children 3-12 years old)
Masks are optional for vaccinated persons while in worship (including for singing)
The congregation will be invited to stand for singing 
We will continue with the sign-in clipboards for worship (this is in lieu of passing the friendship pads, and helps
with contact tracing if needed)
We will continue with seating in every other pew

Non-prepackaged food/beverages can be offered and consumed at church events
The church recommends that non-vaccinated persons wear a mask while at church events
Staff will wear masks when working with children under 12 years old
Volunteers are asked to wear masks when working with children under 12 years old
Children under 12 years old are encouraged to wear masks at church events

Dear church family,

What a joy it has been to share in-person worship over the past six weeks! With evolving pandemic considerations
and CDC guidelines, the Session has reviewed the newest recommendations from our Healthy Church Team. As
the governing body of the church, we made several decisions at the June 28 Session meeting:

In person worship:

Gathering for other activities:

We continue to pray for increased vaccination rates in our community, country and world, even as we also pray for
the sick, the grieving, and health care workers. As always, we will monitor CDC guidance, reflect on our protocols,
and with prayer and discernment will make changes as appropriate. If you have any questions, feel free to reach
out to a Session member.

In Christ,

The FPC Session

Nathan Adams, Janet Atwood, Brad Kingsley, Pam Ramaker, Clark Tedrick, Maddox Nosari, Krystle Sawyer, Linda
Freeman, Harry James, Sarah Semrow, Cheryl Wright, Cie Cochran, Kim Dixon, Brian Edmundson, Melissa Monroe,
Ken Ziervogel, Virginia Breshears (Clerk), Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor, and Rev. Katie Cummings (Moderator).

Healthy Church Update





Youth Group Service Day

The youth have had fun kicking off our summer with a service project with our
PC(USA) friends, shaving cream wiffle ball, and tie dye! We are excited to continue
having fun and serving others this summer!  Please contact Katie Flood with
questions or if you need more information about youth group. 



Youth Summer Calendar



Compassion Camp Vacation Bible School

Our June session of VBS was so much fun! We had insightful discussions about how
God’s compassion inspires us to have empathy, be brave, be present, and offer grace. We
had Lego relays that taught us teamwork, scavenger hunts that taught us to be
observant, played with water beads that helped us understand how we can help people
thrive, and so much more! Thank you so much to all of our volunteers and church
families who made this month possible! 

Children's Ministry



Coming up in July: Book discussion group at church (Library) -
July 14, 21, and 28, 6:30pm

 
The Christian Education Committee is planning a book study of Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by
Isabel Wilkerson. Several church members have read this book and have recommended it as a way to
continue our conversation about human dignity and justice. Wilkerson is a Nobel Prize winning
journalist, specializing in African American history and current issues. Important themes of the book and
its ramifications for our Christian faith will be discussed at three evening sessions (July 14, 21, and 28),
with each session focusing on a different theme. We will meet in person, at the church at 6:30pm, with
discussions led by the pastors and members of the Adult CE Committee. You may wish to acquire the
book yourself (new and used copies are available online, as well as a Kindle version); it is also available
through our church library. If you would prefer for the church to order a copy for you, please let the
church office know. While the book will no doubt evoke all kinds of reflections and emotions, and will
give rise to “What now?” kinds of questions, we encourage everyone to bravely explore the challenging
topic of racial justice in our society, especially through the lens of our Christian calling. For questions,
please contact Janet Atwood, atwoodjanet@gmail.com

Adult Faith Formation

mailto:atwoodjanet@gmail.com










Among the most impactful practices of our faith is participation in the Lord’s Supper. In
this moment, the bread represents Christ’s body, broken for us. The cup represents
Christ’s blood, shed for us. In this moment, our earthly minds and bodies draw close to
God through the spiritual presence of the risen Christ. For those unable to attend
worship in person, we have always offered Home Communion. That is, until a worldwide
pandemic made it impossible to conduct Home Communion safely. For several months,
in fact, the entire congregation participated in the Lord’s Supper virtually, through our
online services.

Now that we are once again able to worship together in the sanctuary, we can joyfully
share the Lord’s Supper with one another in person (while continuing the online option).
And with the easing of restrictions, now the deacons of our congregation have returned
once again to offering Home Communion during the week following the first Sunday of
the month, which is our regular Sunday for celebrating the Lord’s Supper in worship.
During the first week of June, we were able to share Home Communion with several of
our members who are homebound or in assisted living facilities. If you are unable to
attend church services due to health or mobility concerns and would like to partake of
Home Communion, please reach out to the church office to ask to be put on the Home
Communion schedule.

Home Communion has resumed!

Photo credit: Geda Zyvatkauskiate on unsplash



The generosity of this congregation continues to help many families and individuals in
our community through times of crisis. As the pandemic crisis shifts, tethering emergency
requests directly to pandemic-related health concerns, job loss, etc. is increasingly
imprecise. And yet, the need is still there. This fund is a vital mission of the church, and
will be needed going forward. We now have structure in place to respond quickly to
family and community emergencies. This has been a tremendous blessing. The
congregation has generously supported this effort above and beyond regular tithes and
offerings. The Session has now approved redesignating this ministry as the “Emergency
Response Fund” (changing from PRF to ERF!)

Going forward, we will continue to receive and distribute funds to our church family and
community in response to needs that arise from emergencies & disasters. Assistance
priorities are for individual and household needs (church members and community
members), with consideration for unique item requests as well. 

You can support the Emergency Response Fund at any time by noting in the memo line
that your gift is for the ERF. On our website, the drop-down menu item under
MYFPC/giving includes the option of choosing the ERF. 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

 If you are a church member in need of assistance, please contact Pastor Georgia on a
confidential basis. gsenor@fpcbentonville.org. For other requests, please contact the
church office, 479-273-5450, administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org . 

Emergency Response Fund 
(formerly the Pandemic Response Fund)

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
mailto:gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
mailto:administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org


Why Live Music?
Brian Breeding, Director of Music

In a diverse congregation such as FPC, Bentonville, no one way of interacting with 
music can be established. For some, music has always been experienced with live
musicians. Many others remember the days of the radio, leading to the L.P., 8 track, 
cassette tape, C.D., digital download, or streaming. Of course we all have experienced 
worship, and the worship music, via only streaming over the past few months. Each venue or media
presents its own advantages and limitations, often reflected in the personality of the consumer. We can
say, with a fair degree of certainty, that the vast majority of us interact and consume music daily, either
deliberately or second hand. Personally, I own a large collection of C.D.’s, a small collection of vintage
L.P.s, and a growing library of digital downloads. Yet at the same time, prior to COVID, and now in a
limited fashion, weekly I interact through live music. The same, to some degree, can probably be said for
everyone attending in-person worship. Whether the personal music recording collection is small or
large, if you attend worship, you interact with live music as well. And that leads me to my main question.
Why live music? If our everyday lives are filled with pre-recorded examples, often by the absolute best in
the industry, why bother with live music in worship? The oft quoted Biblical verses that command
devotees to “sing to the Lord” were written well before the advent of iTunes. Can’t a professionally
performed and recorded song satisfy that edict?

And therein lies, what I believe, is the inherited problem. We all are surrounded by music sung and
played at a very high level of expertise. Like it or not, and without an awareness, we all measure our own
voice, the voices of our fellow worshippers, and the instrumentalists against not only the skills from
Nashville or L.A., but also against our well conceived ideas informed by Nashville and L.A. We KNOW that
we are not all professionals. Yet we still hear that favorite recording artist, subtly drowning out the gifts
we bring Sunday morning. 

Denial is never a solution. Denial of ourselves to enjoy the gifts technology brings through recorded
music. But equally, denial to ourselves of our complicity in prejudging keeps the hamster wheel
spinning. And neither is abdicating music to a few publishing juggernauts, selling something new each
month to keep us stimulated. The solution, it seems, lies in the very subversion of our culture. Like the
first Christians, we must be counter-culture, no longer passive containers or consumers. We must let
our voices be heard, as a community. Passivity is not an option.



We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement,
or image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission
to Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by July 23, 2021
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Kimberlyn Edmundson (interim); financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Kacy Spears, kspears@fpcbentonville.org                            
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


