
Here's What's Happening

(no Youth Group)

 

 

May 2

Online worship at 10:15am with the Lord's Supper on Facebook and

YouTube

Children's End of Year Celebration from 1:00 - 2:00pm, north parking lot

May 5

Adult Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom

May 9 - Confirmation Sunday

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

May 12

Adult Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

May 16 

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

May 19

Adult Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

May 23 - Day of Pentecost

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary (by reservation), online on

Facebook and YouTube

High School Senior Reception following worship, south portico

Deacon meeting at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall
 

May 24

Stated Session meeting, 6:00 in the Welcome Hall
 

 May 30 - Trinity Sunday 

Worship at 10:15am in person in the Sanctuary (by reservation), online on

Facebook and YouTube
     

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

(in person by appointment

only)

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



Dear church family,

From the beginning of the pandemic, we responded to the disruption, challenge, change and grief with the
unchanging reality that God was holding us “Together in Spirit”. 

In this long season, we have felt and followed the creative movement of the Holy Spirit. As we took the
plunge into new technologies for online worship, and online studies to build our faith together. As we found
new ways to share care and support, with drive through celebrations and outdoor visits on the porch.  As
we kept serving hungry neighbors. As we kept nurturing our preschool children and their families. As we
discovered the beauty and fellowship of worshipping outdoors together, in our cars and in our lawn chairs.
And yes, we have gotten more than a little Zoom-ed out! Yet how grateful I am for the life, the love, and the
Spirit with which God has sustained us and spurred us into new expressions of living out our faith.

As vaccinations and new CDC guidelines open up new opportunities for us to share our lives and ministry,
we will continue to be “Together in Spirit”. We know that we will not return to things just as they were before
the pandemic. We grieve our losses of dear ones during this time. We grieve our losses of ways of being
together that were once so natural that now may feel somewhat strange as we get used to gathering again.
And yet as we begin another season of transitions and changes, God continues to shepherd us and guide
our path forward.

One dimension of continuing to be “Together in Spirit” is to keep reaching out to others in both online and
in person spaces. This is described as “hybrid” ministry, and we have actually already been doing this in
many ways. We are trusting the Spirit to guide us toward ways of doing hybrid ministry in a post-pandemic
world that are faithful, creative, and sustainable. 

When we open the door of the sanctuary on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, we will rejoice! Some will continue
to be online, and we rejoice. Some will gather in the sanctuary, and we rejoice. We will express our gratitude
for God’s faithfulness in keeping all of us “Together in Spirit”, in the past, in the present, and in the future. 

With gratitude,

p.s. Whether you may be joining us online or in person for worship on Pentecost, I hope that you will wear
the colors of Pentecost - yellow, orange, and red - symbols of the flame and power of the Holy Spirit!

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” – Acts 2:1-4



To maintain social distancing in our sanctuary, we can seat up to 120 people. 
We ask that you let us know you are coming by making a reservation through SignUp Genius or by contacting the
church office. (Look for an upcoming eblast with instructions and the SignUp Genius link.)
Reservations for that week’s worship attendance and childcare will open each Monday, and stay open until Friday
at noon. We will ask for the number of people in your group. The COVID screening questionnaire will be included
in the SignUp Genius so that you are ready to respond to the questions at the entrance on Sunday morning.

Please arrive early to allow for check-in. We will use the northeast and southeast (main) doors to enter. 
At check-in stations, greeters will ask you the screening questions, do a temperature check. 
At the check-in station, you will receive a worship guide. Children’s worship bags will be available. 
If you did not bring a mask, a mask will be provided. Everyone ages 3 and up will wear a mask while inside.
You will be invited find a seat in an available pew as marked.

Nursery care is provided for infants – 5 yrs. old (by reservation). 
Our nursery staff is fully vaccinated. 
We can serve up to 8 children in the infant/toddler room, and up to 8 children in the adjoining 2-5 year old room.

We will wear a mask during the service and while in the building. Speakers will stay 12-16 feet away from
worshippers to take their mask off to speak or preach. 
We will sing with masks, and remain seated. Soloists, ensembles, and instrumentalists will be masked and
distanced while singing and playing. The choir will not yet resume. Words to the hymns will be provided on the
screens.
The offering will be collected at stations in the sanctuary. 
The children’s message will be in person, with children invited to spread out near the chancel steps.

For fellowship and greeting time after worship, we encourage everyone to go outdoors. We will not congregate in
the Welcome Hall.
We will use the northeast and southeast (main) doors to exit.
Pastors will ordinarily greet people outside at the northeast and southeast porticos after the service, weather
permitting

We are so happy to be gathering in person in the sanctuary once again for worship on Sunday mornings, beginning on
Pentecost Sunday, May 23 at 10:15am. Online worship on Facebook and YouTube will not change. We will be “hybrid”
in our Sunday morning worship, with some joining us in person, and some joining us online. 

The Healthy Church Team and the Session has created guidelines to help keep everyone healthy and safe. Even as we
are making progress with COVID-19 vaccination rates, we continue to follow CDC guidelines. We know that
recommendations may be updated, and we are prepared to make adjustments along the way. We know that this will
take some getting used to, and we appreciate everyone’s patience as we create a new kind of flow on Sunday
mornings. 

For May 23, here is what you can expect:

Reservations for Attendance and Childcare

As You Arrive

Nursery Care

During Worship

As You Depart

 
We are excited to be “Together in Spirit” starting Sunday, May 23! 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23
Welcoming In Person Worshippers to the Santuary



We are so proud of all who participated in the Confirmation Class this spring. Despite the challenges of
being mostly online, the students put their hearts into the journey. On Sunday, April 25, the Session met via
Zoom with the following Confirmation students to receive and reflect together on their faith statements,
and joyfully voted to receive them as members of FPC Bentonville:

 
Sidney Adams
Katie Bender

Safi Harris
Charlzie Jones

Addison Nosari
Anna Schneringer

Sophie Webb
 

We are grateful for those who served as prayer partners for these students: Karen Castleman, Anne Dixon,
Sherry Graham, Julie Loder, Amy Demania, Jeanne Boehmler, Cindy Walters, and Terrye Brosh. The teaching
team was Pastor Georgia, Katie Flood, Hunter Breshears, and Pastor Katie.

A Confirmation ceremony will be held outdoors at the church with students and their families, youth
leaders, class leaders, and elders on Sunday, May 2. This will be filmed and included in our online worship
service on May 9. 

Celebrating the Confirmation Class of 2021



We are so glad to welcome these new members. Morgan and Zachary Cade, and Katie Flood. They were
received by the Session at the March meeting, and welcomed during online worship on April 18. We are so
glad God has made them members of our church family, and we are excited to serve and grow in faith with
them.

Welcome, New Members!





It was a beautiful morning to worship our Risen Savior! A special thank you to everyone planned and
participated in the outdoor Easter service on April 4th. 

Outdoor Easter Service



The Pandemic Response Fund continues to support households and local ministry partners in the ongoing
economic consequences of the pandemic. Please let us know of needs that arise. Thank you for your
support. Then generosity of this congregation is amazing!

For more information on the Pandemic Response Fund and how you can help, click here.

                                                                                     

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family

Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations

 
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

 For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Sharing the Love of Christ

https://files.constantcontact.com/1c73a7ad701/1962a9e6-1b79-47b8-bf22-2c99a7f9dea6.docx
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://gmail.com/


Graduating High School Seniors

Shaylee Luedders

Shaylee will be graduating from Bentonville High School this year. She has been a
member of the Bentonville Pride and BHS Concert Bands for four years, and an
all-state musician for three years. Next year, she will be heading to college to
pursue a degree in International Studies with a minor in Music.

Jenna Solomon

Jenna is training hard to compete in the Track and Field National Junior Olympic
championships in Florida this summer and will attend University of Central
Arkansas this fall. 

Carson de la Rosa 

Carson has been a scout since second grade and ended at the Rank of Life Scout,
studied Tae Kwon Do, ran cross country, and has been an active volunteer at the
FPC Food Pantry. Carson is a musician who plays cello, euphonium, and trombone.
Carson plans to attend college for Music Performance and Music Education. 
 

Matthew Redfield

Matthew will graduate from Shiloh Christian this year where he is a member of the
National Honor Society. He will be attending the University of Arkansas in the
Walton School of Business with a major in Supply Chain. 

William Nevill

William is wrapping up an internship with a security equipment company as he is
closing out his senior year at BHS. He has a few trips planned this summer to
spend time with friends and family before heading off to college at University of
Arkansas. He plans to study architecture and live on campus in Fayetteville. 



Youth Group Service Day

High School Senior Reception May 23rd

FPC is excited to celebrate our graduating high school seniors with an outdoor reception
after worship on May 23rd near the South Portico. Everyone is invited to stop by to
congratulate these students as they reach this huge milestone in their lives.  

On Friday, June 4th from 10am-noon, 7th -12th graders are invited to join youth groups
from Springdale and Fayetteville to serve with Samaritan Community Center.  

Students and leaders will be helping Samaritan Community Center clean out their tubs
used to distribute food to school age children throughout the year. We will be mostly
outside and wearing masks. 

In order to be safe, we are asking that parent arrange transportation for their youth to
and from Samaritan Community Center in Rogers. Parents are more than welcome to
stay and volunteer if they'd like to help out!

Sign ups are available at this link: https://forms.gle/6RWETV3JKKKEvUrZA

Please contact Katie Flood with questions or if you need more information.

Do you have a graduate in your family? We'd
love to celebrate with you!

Along with our high school graduates, we know many others are graduating this spring,
too. We'd love to celebrate with you! Please send the name, area of study/degree and
school information of your family to Amanda in the church office
(administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org) by Wednesday, May 26 and we will include
them in our June newsletter. 

https://forms.gle/6RWETV3JKKKEvUrZA
mailto:administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org


Compassion Camp VBS

Join us Wednesday evenings in June and Sunday afternoons in July for Compassion Camp
VBS! This faith formation opportunity is open to incoming 1st - 6th graders. Each week
will focus on a different Bible story that teaches us about God's compassion towards us
and helps us learn how to be more compassionate towards others! Each age group will
engage in an age appropriate story time as well as grafts, games, and activities that help
us grow in our faith! This will be offered in two sessions. Students are welcome to join us
for both sessions. Our June session will meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm
outside the church. Our July session will meet Sunday afternoons from 12:30-2:00pm.
Students are invited to bring their own meal to eat at the beginning of each session. 

Registration is required. Please sign up by going to the links below. 

To sign up for our June session, please click here

To sign up for our July session, please click here

If you are interested in volunteering, please email Katie Flood at
kflood@fpcbentonville.org

Children's Ministry

https://forms.gle/P7RfPkJLbr9poV9z8
https://forms.gle/sYM4DriR7wJaisyu8
mailto:kflood@fpcbentonville.org


We share our heartfelt congratulations to members Paul and Krystle Sawyer on their
wedding held March 20. May God bless you richly in your marriage, abiding with you
throughout life’s journey together.

Congratulations to Paul and Krystle!



Although we have been unable in the past year to have traditional Services of Witness to the Resurrection,
we give thanks to God for the beloved of our congregation who have entered their eternal rest. We
remember these dear ones who have joined the Church Triumphant since our last newsletter
remembrance.                                                                                   

In Loving Remembrance

Jim Hamilton, August 16, 2020

We keep Jim’s wife Jenny and their family in our hearts and prayers. A graveside service
was held for Jim at the Macedonia Cemetery in Holly Grove, Arkansas on August 20,
2020.

Bill Winters, November 11, 2021

Bill’s family remain in our prayers. A graveside service was held for Bill on November 20,
2020 at Woodland Memorial Gardens at Fairfield Bay, Arkansas.

Joe Kern, November 29, 2020

Our prayers are with Joe’s children Donna Jo, RuthAnne, and Nancy and their families. A
private committal service was held for Joe and his ashes were interred in our
columbarium on January 2, 2021.

Jack Mase, December 8, 2020

Jack’s children Sharon and Ron and their families remain in our prayers. A private
committal service was held for Jack and his ashes were interred in our columbarium on
December 19, 2020.

Don Roderick, December 25, 2020

We continue to hold Don’s wife Trish and the whole extended family in our hearts and
prayers. Don will be interred at the National Cemetery in Fayetteville, Arkansas with a
celebration of life to be scheduled at a future date

Betty Bell, February 28, 2021

We pray for Betty’s children Jeff and Patty, and their whole family. A graveside service
for Betty was held at Memorial Park Cemetery in Pine Bluff, Arkansas on March 4,
2021.







Held a consultation with Katie Flood, seeking endorsement by the Session to the Presbytery of Arkansas to
move to Candidate status in the PC(USA) ordination process at the recommendation of he Committee on
Preparation for Ministry. The Session voted to endorse Katie as a Candidate.
Approved release of Capital Campaign designated funds for acoustic improvement projects for the sanctuary.
Bids for replacing the chancel carpet with wood ($23,394.61 from Carpet One) and for choir risers ($5,538.18
from Moser) were approved. Chancel work is expected to take place in July.
Elected Elders Kim Dixon and Cie Cochran as FPV Commissioners to the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of
Arkansas on Saturday, June 5 via Zoom.
Approved the baptism of Henry Robert Johnson, son of Dacia and Josh Johnson, for June 13 during worship in
the sanctuary

The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their April meetings:
 
Called Session meeting on Monday, April 12 at 7:00pm via Zoom:
The Session met to review and act on the Healthy Church Team's "Recommendations for Worship in the
Sanctuary", with protocols and timeline. The Session approved the recommendations, with in person worship in
the sanctuary to begin on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. 

Called Session meeting on Sunday, April 25 at 6:30pm via Zoom:
The Session met with students in the Confirmation class to hear and reflect on their faith statements. Prayer
partners and class leaders were also present for the meeting. In breakout groups, students shared and discussed
their statements of faith with elders. Afterwards, a motion was passed to receive the Confirmands into
membership of FPC Bentonville: Sidney Adams, Katie Bender, Safi Harris, Charlzie Jones, Addison Nosari, Anna
Schneringer, and Sophie Webb.

Stated Session meeting on Monday, April 26 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was called to order with the lighting of the Christ candle by Pastor Katie. Elder Cie Cochran shared a
reading from Isaiah 43:13-16, inspired by God doing new things, and led the opening prayer. Along with regular
ministry reports, the Session:

The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world. The next called Session meeting
will be Monday, May 24 at 6:00pm in the Welcome Hall. As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of
meetings are available from the church office.

Session Highlights





One from Many
Brian Breeding, Director of Music

“And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is
 only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them.  Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they 
will not understand one another’s speech.”  So the Lord scattered them abroad from there 
over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.  Therefore it was called Babel, because there the
Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all
the earth.” Genesis 11:6-9

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came
a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there were devout Jews from every
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in the native language of each.” Acts 2:1-6

I have often wondered about the implications of each story and their relationship. Each represents vastly different
world views, separated by millennia, and each communicates deeper truths on human nature and an ever
evolving revelation of God.  

Existing records illustrate the evolution of western music from single line melodies to ever more complex
combinations. From plainsong to vast orchestral compositions.  Periodically, western music experienced a “reset,”
a move away from complexity to a new, unified approach.  Held in Bologna, Italy, the Roman Catholic Church’s
Council of Trent, 1545-1563, was in response to the swiftly growing Reformation. In 1562, a decree entitled
“Abuses in the Sacrifice of the Mass” reads: “In those Masses where measured music and organ are customary,
nothing profane should be intermingled, but only hymns and divine praises.”  This “profane” music was polyphonic
music, containing multiple lines of ever complex nature, and in some cases three languages sung simultaneously.
Often, local secular tunes were used as a base.  Legend tells us that Italian composer Giovanni Pierluigi da
Palestrina, long a composer of music for the church, prevailed on the Council to reconsider banning polyphonic
music. He created, as named today, the Pope Marcellus Mass, in an effort to sway the delegates. And of course,
legend becomes history, and polyphonic music continued. 

Few music historians give factual credence to this story.  Speculations abound as to why the Council stepped back
from out right banning of polyphonic music.  Barely half a century later another composer, Claudio Monteverdi,
himself a composer of complex polyphony, would usher in a new style of elegant, single line compositions.
Perhaps Palestrina was simply the forerunner of a new compositional voice.  One truth from the story remains.
Humans tend toward ever more complexity and sadly, miscommunication. Only when a fresh (S)pirit breathes
does one message arise in the midst of many voices. As we approach May 23 and Pentecost, may we also, even
though we are many voices, hear the One voice and act accordingly.

*If you are interested in hearing Palestrina’s Pope Marcellus Mass, click on the provided Youtube link. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRfF7W4El60&t=340s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRfF7W4El60&t=340s


We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by May 24, 2021
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Kacy Spears, kspears@fpcbentonville.org                            
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


