
Here's What's Happening

Maundy Thursday online worship at 7:00pm with the Lord's Supper

 

 

 

April 1

April 2

Good Friday Scripture and Prayer online at noon

April 4

Easter worship outdoors at 8:30am, south parking lot

Easter worship online at 10:15am with the Lord's Supper

(no J St./Club 456, Youth Group, or Confirmation Class)

April 6

Confirmation Parent Class, 7:00pm via Zoom

April 11

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456, 1:00pm Picnic and Playground

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

April 14 

Adult Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom

April 18

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456, 1:00pm Picnic and Playground

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

April 21 

Adult Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

April 25

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456, Amazeum

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

Called Session meeting with Confirmands, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

April 26

Stated Session meeting, 6:00 via Zoom

 April 27 

Confirmation wrap up for parents, students, leaders, 7:00pm via Zoom
     

April 28

Adult Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

(in person by appointment

only)

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am





Join us for Holy Week
As we send out this newsletter, we are in the middle of Holy Week. In Palm Sunday worship on March 28, we
welcomed Jesus into the city of Jerusalem with our waving palms, hoping that we cheer not for an earthly
display of power, but for the power of Jesus’ humility and self-giving love. We hope that you will participate in
the upcoming opportunities for reflection, fellowship, worship and celebration:

 

Join us Thursday, April 1 at 7:00pm on Facebook and YouTube for our online Maundy Thursday worship
service with the Lord’s Supper. With scripture readings, foot washing, prayer and special music, we will
gather around the Lord’s table and at the foot of his cross.

Join us Friday, April 2 at noon on Facebook and YouTube for our online Good Friday scripture reading and
prayers. This brief and simple time (about 12 minutes) will share the events of Jesus’ crucifixion and death,
and join him in intercessory prayer for the world.

Join us Easter Sunday, April 4, as we celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord in two worship services:

At 8:30am, join us outdoors for Easter worship in the south parking lot. We will have a brass quartet,
children’s message, scripture, reflection, and prayers. Bring a lawn chair, a morning beverage, and flowers to
add to the large wooden cross. If you have a Flat Jesus in your home, you may bring him to worship; we will
assemble them near the cross during the passing of the peace. The Fellowship team will provide sweet treats
for everyone. Masks and social distancing will be practiced. 

At 10:15am, join us online (Facebook and YouTube) for Easter worship with a virtual choir and
congregational singers, special brass and organ, children’s message, prayers, the proclamation of Christ’s
resurrection, and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 











Objective: To collect and distribute funds to our church family and community in response to
needs that arise specifically from the COVID-19 pandemic.

In early March of 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic—a disease outbreak
affecting an exceptionally high proportion of the population. We are completing one year of the Covid-19
lockdown and are beginning to see many encouraging signs. The PRF committee first met in April of 2020
and because of your support, we have been able to distribute over $50,000 to assist individuals and
organizations that have been economically impacted by the disease.We have kept utilities on, helped
people to stay in their homes, and supported our mission partners in their expanded COVID
accommodations and needs. 

As we watch the news and pray for the disease to end, we must remember that the economic effects of
Covid-19 are still with us today. The committee reviews community and congregational need requests each
week and will continue to respond. Please support our efforts with your donations and be sure to take all
the necessary precautions to remain healthy. Thankfully, tests and vaccinations are now widely available!

Thank you for your continuing prayers and support.

                                                                                     Photo credit: Adam Niescioruk on unsplash

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family

Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations

 
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

 For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

PANDEMIC RESPONSE FUND UPDATE

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://gmail.com/


J St. Kids and Club 456 Summer Programming

The Children’s Committee is excited to announce that our children’s ministries will be
offering two sessions of  weekly summer programming! Join us for session 1 on
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30pm beginning Wednesday, June 9th and ending Wednesday,
June 30th. Join us for session 2 on Sundays from 12:30-2:00pm beginning Sunday, July
11th and ending Sunday, July 25th. Each session will include time for a BYO lunch or
dinner, an engaging story, and activities for each age group. Stay tuned for more
information on registration! 

Children's Ministry

Youth Group

This month the youth group will be working through our “I Believe” series. 7th through 12th
graders are invited to join us on Sundays from 4-5:30pm for some Bible Study and fun! 



Our FPC families had so much fun at our annual Easter Egg Hunt! Thank you to everyone
who donated candy and helped support this event! 

Easter Egg Hunt



Crystal Bridges Museum Parking Structure

To update the congregation on the construction to the south of our property, the Crystal Bridges Museum
is building a six story parking deck with programmable space and restrooms. The parking deck is part of a
larger project that includes a four-acre community outdoor play scape called Convergence, which is a
collaboration between Crystal Bridges and the Amazeum. Crystal Bridges has been in communication with
Pastor Katie and our Session about the project since last summer. They released a story about the project
in October. To read more about how the parking deck fits in with the overall plan, and to see design
drawings of the parking deck and Convergence, go to https://crystalbridges.org/blog/crystal-bridges-
announces-an-outdoor-play-space-and-new-parking-deck-coming-soon/

Crystal Bridges will have entrance and exit to the structure contained within their property lines. There will
be no connecting road or driveway to their property, as was a possibility at one point during the planning
stages that the museum and our PIT team and Session had explored in November. The work has recently
begun, with temporary barriers and large equipment. A large crane will be installed this summer and
continue through next fall. Construction work will be active Monday – Friday, and starting in June, Saturdays
as well. The construction project manager and coordinators have met with our staff and PIT members, and
will be working to keep communications open and up to date throughout the project. If any concerns arise,
they are eager to hear from us.

Water leak during the February deep freeze

To update the congregation on our fire suppression system, on February 16th during the cold weather, we
had some water in the lines above the children’s church room and cry room freeze and burst, creating
leaks and damage. On February 18th, the weather warmed enough for the ice to thaw completely which
then exposed significant breaks above the parlor and south hall, causing extensive flooding. With the help
of Lynn Monroe, Blake Hill and Larry Hall, we were able to move furniture, remove the water, and minimize
the damage. Right after that event, we were fortunate to catch a Serve Pro team from out of state at an
opportune moment. The carpets in the affected areas have been thoroughly cleaned. The broken pipes
have been repaired. We are working with our insurance agent to repair damage primarily to the ceiling and
walls in and around the parlor. 

For any questions about these updates, please be in touch with Harry James, chair of the PIT team.

                                                                                     

Updates from the PIT (Property, Insurance, and
Technology) Team

 

https://crystalbridges.org/blog/crystal-bridges-announces-an-outdoor-play-space-and-new-parking-deck-coming-soon/


A beautiful sermon by out-going Moderator Rev. Marion Humphrey. I encourage you
to watch it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9k-nwS9yA0. 
Ruling Elder Julie Gillaspy from FPC Conway was installed as the new Moderator.
Financial report was given and included the good news of being on very solid financial
ground for the year.

Report from Ferncliff Director Joel Gill – Ferncliff will be open this summer for
overnight camps.Visit their Facebook page and YouTube channel for their
promotional video. The Class of 2023 Board of Directors, including our own Lynn
Monroe, was ratified. 
Report from Pastor Georgia on the Advisory Information on Virtual Communication
and Presbytery Meetings task force. This group put a lot of time and hard work into
their findings. You can find the full report on the Presbytery website but my summary
is: when determining virtual vs. in person meetings, you have to consider - the type of
information to be given, the purpose of the meeting, the ability of all participants to
interact with each other and the information. Types of meetings to avoid having
virtually are those that depend on collaboration, topics that are going to be
controversial, or when you have to speak or hear hard truths.
Churches in Harrison and Fort Smith were given permission to sell land.
Report of the Committee on Ministry – They initiated a program of assigning each
congregation and active Minister of Word and Sacrament a liaison whose
responsibility will be to be the primary contact for that minister, session, and
congregation if they have questions or concerns, and to develop and strengthen the
relationship between the congregation and the Presbytery Committee on Ministry. A
list of assignments was given. Our liaison is Rev. Kade Curry.
Report of the Committee on the Future of the Church – The next grant cycle started
on March 1.
Report of the Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. Leslie Belden – There were a few
administrative commissions.

The Presbytery of Arkansas met for its spring meeting on March 5 and 6. Ordinarily the
meeting would have taken place at the University of the Ozarks in Clarksville, but once
again due to Covid-19, the presbytery gathered by Zoom. The FPC Session elected Kim
Dixon and Maddox Nosari to serve as our Ruling Elder Commissioners. They provided the
following highlights from the meeting. For more information about our presbytery and
our connectional ministry, go to www.presbyark.org 

Friday, March 5 (6:00-800pm)

Saturday, March 6 (8:30am-12:30pm)

 

The Presbytery of Arkansas 146th Stated Meeting, via Zoom
Friday, March 5 and Saturday, March 6, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9k-nwS9yA0
http://www.presbyark.org/


Report of the General Presbyter, the Rev. Stewart Smith – 19 churches were
damaged due to snow and ice. If there is financial need, contact Stewart by March 15.
How do we manage and dispose of church properties? FPC Helena is closing but the
building has lots of snow damage. The Argenta property in North Little Rock has lots
of possible uses for that building due to the location.
Youth A team applications are open – it’s a one year commitment
Order of the Day – Theological Discussion on “Eradicating Systemic Poverty,” one of
the three points of the Matthew 25 Initiative of the PC(USA) and our Presbytery
(https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/) , led by RE Dr. Peg
Falls-Corbitt, MWS Dr. Bobby Williamson, and Dr. Jay Barth, all of Hendrix College.
They helped us think about the theological grounding behind our commitment to
eliminate poverty, and statistics and facts about what poverty looks like in Arkansas.
Also, several stories of what our congregations are doing to help lift others out of
poverty were shared.

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/




Due to the current pandemic, MFM will not be hosting our annual Scholastic Book Fair
this year. However, there is still an opportunity to order books and help our school by
placing an online order. Teachers have also posted wish lists for their classrooms should
you like to donate. The online Book Fair will run through April 30, 2021.

The web address is: www.scholastic.com/bookclubs
MFM class activation code: TMZNG 

Using this code will help us earn free books for our classroom library.

My Friends and Me Scholastic Book Fair







Received new members (to be welcomed in worship in April), Zachary and Morgan
Cade, and Katie Flood
Held a consultation with Katie Flood, seeking endorsement by the Session to the
Presbytery of Arkansas to transfer her status as Inquirer in the PC(USA) ordination
process from the Presbytery of Mackanic, and to come “under care” of the FPC
Session. The Session voted to endorse Katie, and in so doing will be her home church
for support and reflection as she progresses in the process of ordination to the
Ministry of Word and Sacrament.
Appointed Kim Dixon to serve as the Session liaison for Katie Flood and the
presbytery Committee on Preparation for Ministry.

Approved recommendations from the Healthy Church Team regarding revised COVID
Guidelines for Group Meetings and Questionnaire, and Memorial Service
Recommendations.

The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their March
meetings:
 

Stated Session meeting on March 22 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was called to order with the lighting of the Christ candle by Pastor Katie.
Elder Cheryl Wright shared a reading from Romans 8:25 with a reflection on hope, and
led the opening prayer. Along with regular ministry reports, the Session:

The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world.  

Electronic Session vote on March 24-26, via email:

The next called Session meeting will be Sunday, April 25 at 6:30pm via Zoom to meet with
the Confirmation Class as they present their faith statements.

The next stated Session meeting will be Monday, April 26 at 6pm via Zoom.

As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the
church office.

Session Highlights





Off and on, for over 25 years, I have trained in martial arts. Career changes often 
necessitated starting a new style. (not always a bad thing!) A couple of months 
before we moved to NW Arkansas in 2012, I tested, and was awarded, my black belt.
After the exam, and congratulations from the testing committee, the head 
instructor provided a life changing piece of advice. “Congratulations on achieving this important step. Now
it is time to start learning real karate.” 

Markers, or milestones, pepper our lives. Important school exams, graduation, job interviews,
marriage...we all measure, in some way, progress by these “see here” points. For most, the important
passage is just that, a passage or doorway. It isn’t the end, but rather, a door into something else.
Graduation leads to new career goals. A wedding ceremony leads to a new life with a partner. Seldom
would we imagine the hard worked for ceremony was the end. 

It is Holy Week right now. Palm Sunday is passed, and the story leading to an Easter resurrection rises on
the week’s horizon. Friday, we hear the well known phrase from Jesus “It is finished.” From the Greek word
“tetelestai,” it means “to bring to an end, to complete, to accomplish.” The word signifies the completion of
a particular task, such as the final payment on a car note or when you cross a finish line. But it also means
more than “I survived.” It means “I did exactly what I set out to do.” It is different however in one important
way. Instead of looking backwards, the past tense, it also says “this happened and is still in effect today.”
 
Glimmers of post-pandemic hope flit through the news. More are vaccinated. “Resurrection” seems
possible. What we have accomplished, what we have “finished” up to this point, is still in effect today. We
all admit however there is still more to do. Easter, and resurrection, may seem as the end of things. It is
finished. But some Gospels tell of Jesus with just a little more to accomplish. 

Sometime soon we will all be in each other’s presence. We will hug, smile without a mask, and start singing
our praises. Resurrection cry’s out a new thing, a new creation. I can think of no better way to honor and
celebrate the Easter resurrection than new creation. The music ensembles weekly open a window into
new creation. That old musical instrument, gathering dust? It explodes with creation. Painting classes will
once again populate. So just as with Easter, and with all we have accomplished thus far in this dark “three
days” of pandemic, something new can spring forth. The church doors will once again be open and ready.
Are you?

https://www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/last-words/what-was-finished.html

Not Finished
 Brian Breeding, Director of Music

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/last-words/what-was-finished.html


We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by April 23, 2021
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Kacy Spears, kspears@fpcbentonville.org                            
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


