
Here's What's Happening
March 1

My Friends and Me online Scholastic Book Fair open until April 30

March 2

Confirmation Parent Class, 6:30pm via Zoom

March 3

Online Midweek Scripture and Prayer, 12:00 noon on Facebook and YouTube

Lenten Bible Study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

March 7

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, with The Lord's Supper

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

YouthQuake, 4:30pm, Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom

March 10

Online Midweek Scripture and Prayer, 12:00 noon on Facebook and YouTube

Lenten Bible Study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

March 14 

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456 Parent meeting, 1:00pm via Zoom

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

March 17

Online Midweek Scripture and Prayer, 12:00 noon on Facebook and YouTube

Lenten Bible Study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

March 21 

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

Deacons meeting, 1:30pm via Zoom 

(No Confirmation Class due to Spring Break)
 

March 22

My Friends and Me closed for Spring Break

Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm via Zoom
 

March 24

Online Midweek Scripture and Prayer, 12:00 noon on Facebook and YouTube

Lenten Bible Study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

 March 28 

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, Palm Sunday

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

     Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom

March 31

Online Midweek Scripture and Prayer, 12:00 noon on Facebook and YouTube

Lenten Bible Study, 6:30pm via Zoom

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

(in person by appointment

only)

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



“For I am convinced that neighter death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  - Romans 8:38-39

Dear church family,

It has been a year. A year since the reality that we were indeed in a pandemic sunk in, and
COVID-19 began to permeate every aspect of our lives. 

Anniversaries of significant events are important to acknowledge, and to reflect on their
effect upon our lives. March 8, 2020 stands out to me. On March 8, we gathered for worship
in the sanctuary. New bottles of hand sanitizer were in the pews. We sang, prayed, and
preached. We passed the peace, but had already switched from handshakes and hugs to
elbow bumps and waves. We welcomed new members and celebrated the sacrament of
baptism. We talked and lingered in the Welcome Hall afterward. It seems like forever ago.
And then, everything shifted.

In this year, we have grieved. The loss of dear ones, and the ability to gather as a community
to hold each other close. The loss of celebrations, milestones, meals, and fellowship in the
ways that have been supports for so long. The loss of a staggering half a million lives in our
country, and over 2.5 million worldwide. We are still grieving. 

In this year, we have also grown and changed. We have leaned on God and one another. We
have adapted and evolved in ministry. We have been “Together in Spirit” through it all. We
are more focused and committed than ever to serving our neighbors in need, to caring for
one another, and to following Jesus in his paths of peace, love, and justice. We are still
growing and changing.

As vaccinations progress and spring promises to bloom, our spirits lift as we look ahead. We
will be able to begin conversations about what next steps are possible for worship,
fellowship, learning, and serving. We will seek to create spaces where we can grieve our
losses together. We will discern the ways God is calling us to keep growing and changing as
we follow Jesus into the future to serve a post-pandemic world. 

During this season of Lent, may we open our spirits to signs of life and hope. May we imagine
the new and life-giving things that our faithful God will do among us and through us as we
follow Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. 

In Christ's Peace



Midweek Scripture and Prayer
Wednesdays at noon online during Lent 

 
Each Wednesday at noon during Lent, you are invited to a brief time (5-6 minutes) of
music, scripture and prayer that opens us to signs of life and hope. The Midweek Scripture
and Prayer is available through our Facebook page, YouTube channel and website (under
the worship/online worship tab). The Midweek Scripture and Prayer videos are available
any time after they are posted, so you may connect at any time that works for you. May
this be a time to pause and to be grounded in God’s love for us during Lent.



Outdoor worship at 8:30am in the south parking lot, with brass
quartet  

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube with the
Lord’s Supper, children’s message, brass ensemble and virtual
chancel choir

Holy Week
 

March 28             Palm Sunday online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube
                                
March 31             Online Midweek Scripture and Prayer, 12:00pm on Facebook and 
                              YouTube
                              Lenten Bible study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 
April 1                   Maundy Thursday online worship at 7:00pm with the Lord’s Supper
 
April 2                   Good Friday Scripture and Prayers, online at 12:00pm on Facebook and  
                               YouTube
 
April 4                   Easter Sunday, Resurrection of the Lord      

                 
                              



May the Peace of Christ be with You 
 

During Lent, the Fellowship Committee is encouraging you to Pass the Peace of  Christ!
During Lent, “flat Jesus” will show up on the doorsteps of some of our church family. We
encourage you to bring flat Jesus into your home, take some pictures with him, and sign
the back. When you are ready, pass flat Jesus on to another church member by dropping
him on their doorstep. We hope flat Jesus can make it to as many homes as possible!
(Some homes might get more than one visit! That’s great!) Send your pictures to Amanda
administrative.assistantant@fpcbentonville.org so we can see where flat Jesus has been!  
   
If you receive a flat Jesus and wish to keep him, that’s fine, too. We just ask that you call the
number printed on the front to let us know. If you would like to pass flat Jesus to another
church member but need assistance, please contact the number on the front or the
church office.





As the country and our community receive vaccinations and the efforts to control the
Covid-19 pandemic continue, our committee would like to provide an update and say
“thank you” to our congregation. Through donations, especially from individuals, we have
received funds in excess of $52,000 and have now distributed over $46,000 in direct
assistance to many individuals and families (within our congregation and the
community), as well as support for our local mission partner organizations.

Although we are making progress in managing the impact of Covid-19, the support
efforts continue. The committee recently provided funds to the NWA Continuum of Care
to assist the homeless. We continue to receive requests for assistance in rent payments,
utilities, and even food.

We encourage each of you to wear a mask, maintain social distances, stay home if
possible, receive your vaccinations and also, please continue to support the PRF efforts.
Thank you! 

                                                                                            Photo credit: Nick Fewings on unsplash

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family

Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations

 
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

 For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

PANDEMIC RESPONSE FUND:
Hanging onto Love

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://gmail.com/


Thank you to everyone who participated and supported the Youth Sunday service on
February 28th! It was a joy to celebrate the discipleship journeys of our youth!

Youth Sunday



YouthQuake

March 7th at 4:30pm is our monthly Youthquake event. This is a virtual event hosted by
the Presbytery. Youth are invited to participate on Zoom or by meeting with other youth
in the Fellowship Hall of the Church

Lenten Devotionals

During the Ash Wednesday service, Pastor Georgia invited the congregation to ponder
the question, "Where is your heart?"  The youth are invited to work through a Lenten
devotional from Illustrated Ministry. Digital copies have been sent out via email and there
are physical copies in a bin outside of the church. We hope that this resource enriches
your Lenten season!
 

Youth Group



Children’s Ministry Parent Town Hall

Parents of K-6th graders, please join the Children’s Committee for a Town Hall on March
14th from 1-2pm on Zoom. We would love to hear your input on faith development
opportunities for your children and summer programming. A Zoom link will be sent out
through the Children’s Ministry E-Blast the week before the meeting.

Holy Week and Easter Activities

During Holy Week, families with children are invited to participate in a virtual Scavenger
Hunt! We are excited to celebrate Easter Sunday with you all this year and are working on
creating more opportunities to engage with you all in the Easter season!

Valentine’s Day Event 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our belated Valentine’s Day event! We had so
much fun being together and playing in the snow!

Children's Ministry





Due to the current pandemic, MFM will not be hosting our annual Scholastic Book Fair
this year. However, there is still an opportunity to order books and help our school by
placing an online order. Teachers have also posted wish lists for their classrooms should
you like to donate. The online Book Fair will run through April 30, 2021.

The web address is: www.scholastic.com/bookclubs
MFM class activation code: TMZNG 

Using this code will help us earn free books for our classroom library.

My Friends and Me Scholastic Book Fair



The Presbytery of Arkansas gathers for meetings three times a year, in the early spring,
summer and fall. For the March meeting, the presbytery was originally scheduled to meet
on the campus of the University of the Ozarks in Clarksville, but will once again met
electronically by Zoom. All are invited to participate! FPC Bentonville will be represented
by two Ruling Elder Commissioners Kim Dixon and Maddox Nosari, Pastor Katie and
Pastor Georgia, as well as our Presbytery Treasurer Bob Boehmler. Also, the March
meeting is always “Youth at Presbytery”, with youth adding their advisory voice to the
meeting. We will have a number of FPC youth attending, along with Director of Children
and Youth Ministry Katie Flood and youth advisor Grace Blazer. 

During the worship service on Friday evening, out-going Moderator Marion Humphrey
will preach and Ruling Elder Julie Gillaspy from First Presbyterian Church of Conway will
be installed as the Moderator for 2021. The youth “A-Team” will assist in worship. On
Saturday morning, Rev. Susan Arnold of Wynne will be installed as the Vice-Moderator for
2021.

On Saturday, discussion of the three emphases from the Matthew 25 vision of the
PC(USA) will continue (1/ building congregational vitality, 2/ dismantling structural racism,
and 3/ eradicating systemic poverty; see 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/). In October, the presbytery
focused on dismantling structural racism. At this meeting, the theological discussion on
Saturday morning will be on eradicating systemic poverty, and will be led by three faculty
members from Hendrix College – Dr. Peg-Falls Corbitt, Rev. Dr. Bobby Williamson, and Dr.
Jay Barth. There will be break out rooms for small group discussion, and highlights from a
few congregations within our presbytery who are addressing poverty in their own
settings.

All are invited to participate in some or all of the meeting as you wish. For meeting
information, go to https://www.presbyark.org/presbytery-meetings/presbytery-meeting-3-
21/ , where you can:

1/ Register. When you register, go to the column "I am registering as a non-voting   
 member". Under that column, check "Visitor". Then click the "Submit" button at the
bottom, and you are registered.
2/ Download the packet.  The "Main Packet" has a letter from our General
Presbyter, Rev. Stewart Smith that welcomes and gives an overview of the meeting. There
is also a detailed schedule of the meeting as well as pre-meeting workshops that are
optional on Tuesday and Wednesday. There is the docket/agenda for the meeting, and
accompanying reports, information, and items of business.

The Presbytery of Arkansas Stated Meeting is open to all, via
Zoom Friday, March 5 (6-8:30pm) and Saturday, 

March 6 (8:30-1pm)

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.presbyark.org/presbytery-meetings/presbytery-meeting-3-21/


3/ Get the Zoom link. There is both a link as well as a password. Presbytery Meeting
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/8271054504, Password: trinity
4/ Practice session. There is a practice session for the presbytery meeting on Tuesday,
March 2 from 6-6:30 as well as Friday, March 5 from 10-10:30am (same Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/8271054504 Password: trinity) that will walk through getting on to the
call, Zoom voting, and general orientation to the meeting.

To learn more about the Presbytery of Arkansas, visit presbyark.org.
 

https://zoom.us/j/8271054504
https://zoom.us/j/8271054504
http://presbyark.org/


As the ways in which the deacons are able to minister to our congregation change, their
goals remain the same: goals to help the congregation in their everyday lives; goals to
welcome and sustain new membership; goals to care for and reflect God’s goodness
within our church family. We have had growth in some ministry areas including meals
and correspondence. We have had changes in other areas. Whereas the majority of
transportation assistance had been to and from church, now it’s to and from doctor’s
appointments or similar situations. Whereas in-person celebrations had been common,
now correspondence and cards are more important than ever. Our deacons are in
contact with many church members, offering support and hope. We pray for all,
especially our older members, many of whom have received their first and some even
their second Covid-19 vaccines! In all things, God’s grace is abundant and visible.
 
The monthly deacon meetings have been held online for many months now. As you can
see and hear every Sunday through online worship services, the hope of Christ can also
travel across the Web. Pictured below is our Zoom deacon meeting from Feb 21st. We
are your deacons - please reach out to us with any needs or news.

Deacon Ministry: Glad to Serve!



Join us for Bible study March 11 and every 2nd Thursday via Zoom.  Each session will be
recorded so those that cannot attend can listen at their leisure.  We will have a social
time at 9 and start the Bible study at 9:30.  Email Laura at fleetwoodlaura1@gmail.com to
get the zoom info.
 
Lesson 7 is Creation Lament- We will discuss “what places in creation call you to praise
God”  “what situations in the natural world call you to lament”.  Join us to discuss this
topic.
 
You can contribute to these mission projects by sending a check to our church, and on
the  memo line put PW-Birthday offering.

Presbyterian Women



Approved the 2020 Statistical Report   
Updated signature authority on FPC banking and investment accounts, to include
Trustee Ken Ziervogel.      
Approved an outdoor Easter service on April 4 at 8:30am, in addition to the online
service at 10:15am.  
Added Cie Cochran to the Capital Campaign Implementation team.   
Elected Maddox Nosari to serve as an FPC Elder Commissioner to the 146th Stated
meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas, to be held March 5-6 via Zoom.

The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their January
meetings:
 
Stated Session meeting on February 22 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was called to order with the lighting of the Christ candle by Pastor Katie.
Elder Melissa Monroe shared a reading from Ephesians 4:2-6 and led the opening prayer.
Along with regular ministry reports, the Session:

The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world.  The next
stated meeting will be Monday, March 22 at 6pm via Zoom.

Electronic Session vote on February 24-25, via email:

Elected Kim Dixon to serve as an FPC Elder Commissioner to the 146th Stated Meeting of
the Presbytery of Arkansas, to be held March 5-6 via Zoom.

As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the
church office.

Session Highlights



As many of you will recall, in January of 2016 the Session approved an outreach program
for our church to sponsor refugees coming to Northwest Arkansas.  After much research,
the newly established Refugee Committee joined forces with CanopyNWA, a consortium
of Northwest Arkansas churches and agencies organized for the purpose of welcoming
refugees to this area.  They worked directly with the U.S. State Department through the
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.

In the spring of 2017, we welcomed the Ilembo family who had fled the Congo and had
been living in a refugee camp for almost twenty years in Tanzania.  Rimbo and Abea with
their five children, Tamambele, Shomari, Saleh, Wilondja, and Msengelwa joined us for
worship shortly after their arrival in late May.  It was an exciting service, incorporating
three languages: English, Swahili, and French (spoken only by Rimbo).  The rest of the
family spoke no English, only Swahili.  They received a warm welcome from our church
family and were assisted in their move into their apartment in Fayetteville.  A couple of
years later, we welcomed a new baby girl, Dina, who joined her five big brothers

Over the past four years, our church family has supported the Ilembo family with food
from our food pantry, household needs and furniture, and clothing, as well as camp
experiences at Camp War Eagle for the older boys.  Within the past couple of years, the
Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista has joined with our church family to provide support
for them as well.  The children have done well in school, having learned English rather
quickly.  Both parents have been working and they have moved to a four-bedroom home
in Fayetteville. The Refugee Committee, at their last meeting in February, agreed that
the Ilembo family is now independent, and they no longer need our regular assistance. 
 However, many in our church family have established a friendship with the family that
will continue into the future.

The number of refugees coming to Northwest Arkansas has decreased in the past couple
of years.  However, with the new administration in Washington, the number of refugees
to be welcomed into the United States will increase.  The Refugee Committee is not
currently active, but if the need arises, they will consider the possibility of our church
family’s sponsoring another refugee family. Our church family has shown most generous
Christian hospitality to refugees and will continue to be a welcoming church.
 

REFUGEE SUCCESS STORY



2021 is going strong at the pantry. We have been open every Saturday during the
pandemic and winter weather.  For January and 3 weeks of February:  336 families, 1405
people and 37,923 pounds of food.  
 
Thanks to our scout troop for 720 pounds of food donated from their “Scouting for Food”
drive.
 
We have opportunities for volunteering on Saturdays.  Just use the signup genius site to
volunteer.

Jobs available are Greeter (greet clients in their cars and pass out clipboards), Loader
load food into the trunk of the client's car), Sanitizer(, clean carts and clipboards after
each use) and Cart Filler (work in Fellowship Hall to fill carts with food) Personal Care
Distributor ( work outside and offer personal care items), cooler filler (pull boxes from
freezer and put in coolers) .  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-greeter  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-loader
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-sanitizer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-personal
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-cooler

Every month we receive pallets of “commodity” food from the USDA at no charge to
us.  Here volunteers are unloading and shelving the food.

FPC Food Pantry

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-greeter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-greeter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-loader
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FADA72CA57-sanitizer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-personal
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-cooler




“I have heard it literally everywhere. In every church I have served, almost every age, 
from teen to octogenarian, proclaims “I can’t sing!”

The conversation usually moves along a very similar path. I asked if someone
 would be interested in singing in an ensemble. The response is “I can’t sing.” The reason is almost
universal. At some point a teacher or music director said they can’t sing. The wording may have been blunt
or soft, but the message was clear. You can’t sing.

Everyone, and I do mean everyone, reading this can sing. If you can carry on a verbal conversation, you can
sing. The difference in speaking and singing, physiologically, is small. The voice is made up of a
combination of muscles, cartilage, and the hyoid bone. The vocal cords, or better called the vocal folds, are
small muscles roughly the size of one of your fingernails. Using air pressure from the lungs, muscles,
attached to cartilage and the hyoid bone, create tension on the vocal folds, allowing rapid vibrations. This
is translated into recognizable sounds by the throat, mouth, tongue and teeth. Those sounds can be
speaking or singing.
 
At the risk of repeating myself, I have said that the most important musical ensemble in the church is the
congregation. You are the musical voice of worship. So let me share some simple things you can do that
takes your everyday speaking into singing.

1.     Sing! If you want to get in physical shape, you actually have to start exercising. No one wanting to run
a marathon begins by running a marathon. You start with small, building steps. Start singing anytime you
have the opportunity. In the car, in the shower, while you are gardening, working around the house…
anywhere. Try to sing at least an hour a day, spread out over the day.

2.    Find any song you love and sing along. It really doesn’t matter what song, just start singing with the
music. Don’t want anyone to hear you? Remember the shower and car? Many of us have ample time in our
day to sing in both of those locations. Most will remember, as part of our Christmas Eve online worship,
the Chancel Choir leading in the concluding hymn “Silent Night” as a “virtual choir.” As with any Sunday
morning, when we could safely gather, the faces of our Chancel Choir lead in that musical prayer. Virtual
Choirs, a popular element especially today, mixes video and audio recordings of participants, places each
musician in a box, and combines all the boxes into one coherent video. The virtual choir, for many, many
reasons, can never replace people physically gathered together, making music. It does however provide a
reminder of togetherness, actually seeing each other.  And you now have that opportunity.

That’s it. Just start singing. Those two simple activities are all that is needed to start singing AGAIN. Yes,
again. We all are singers. And when the day arrives for us to once again stand shoulder to shoulder in the
sanctuary on Sunday morning, your voice will be ready to “sing joyfully to the Lord.”

You CAN Sing
Brian Breeding, Director of Music

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give


We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by March 23, 2021
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Kacy Spears, kspears@fpcbentonville.org                            
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


