
Here's What's Happening
January 9

Drive-In Prayer Vigil at 6:00pm, south parking lot
 

January 10

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

Ordination and Installation of new Elders and Deacons, 1:00pm via

Zoom

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group at 4:30pm, Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

January 13

The Lord’s Prayer study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

January 17 

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, with Ordination

and Installation

Deacons meeting, 1:30 via Zoom and in Welcome Hall

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group at 4:30pm, Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

January 20

The Lord’s Prayer study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

January 24

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

Annual Meeting, 1:00pm via Zoom and limited in person in Fellowship

Hall

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group, 4:30pm in Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

January 25

Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm via Zoom
 

January 26

Newcomer Gathering, 6:30 pm via Zoom
 

January 27

The Lord’s Prayer study, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

January 31

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Service of Solace, sanctuary open from 2-5:00pm

Presbytery Youthquake Sundays Together, 4:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

     Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

(in person by appointment

only)

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



Dear church family,

A new year begins. Maybe you, like me, have a goal for tending more intentionally to your health and
fitness. Phil and I got an exercise bike for Christmas, nothing fancy, a good ol’ Schwinn that is durable 
and especially good when the mornings are too cold to go walking (I’m not great at cold weather!). Our
daughter Leigh helped us set it up, and demonstrated how the features work. She is very excited 
for us to get started. As I write, however, I confess that we have not yet started. I know the bike will
strengthen our bodies. It is adjusted for us. The potential is there for us. We just need to get on the bike,
and ride.

This new year brings opportunities for us to be intentional about our spiritual health and renewal, too.
We need spiritual strength and hope as we continue to face the struggles of the pandemic, of our own
lives, and of our national life. Participating in worship (virtually and when vespers are offered), staying
connected and reaching out to one another, rooting ourselves in prayer and scripture, being faithful in
serving others – all of these faith practices strengthen us individually and together as a spiritual body. We
just need to get on the bike, and ride.

I especially recommend to you the new Wednesday evening Adult Faith Building class on the Lord’s
Prayer that begins on January 13 via Zoom (more information is in this newsletter). The Lord’s Prayer is
familiar to us, maybe almost too familiar, as we say it every week in worship. This 6 week study will bring
fresh eyes to the themes and phrases of the prayer, offering renewal through our shared reflection and
the Spirit moving among us. I hope that you will sign up, and get started!

May we all be strengthened in faith, hope and love.

In Christ,

Photo by Ben White on Unsplash



Dear Church Family,

We are excited to welcome Kacy Spears to the FPC staff team as our new AV Tech and Communications
Support. This part time position [10-12 hours/week] was created in 2020 as our online worship, website,
and social media ministries have been expanding, especially during the pandemic. Kacy will provide
technical expertise and coordination for these ministries. Her first day will be Thursday, January 14. A
little more about Kacy:

Kacy Earnest Spears is a native Arkansan. With the El Dorado Promise Scholarship, she attended
Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, where she received her Bachelor of Arts in Mass
Communications with minors in English Literature and Technical Theatre. She’s in her second semester
of a Master’s of Library Science program through Emporia State University and hopes to one day serve
her community by becoming a librarian.

Her previous job titles include Director of Communications at First United Methodist Church in Bella
Vista, Communications Assistant at Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, and Communications Intern at the
Clinton Foundation. She’s excited to be a part of the First Presbyterian Church family!

Kacy can be found running the technical equipment for worship and editing videos. In her spare time,
she enjoys gardening, reading, eating at food trucks with her husband, DIY projects, and exploring
Northwest Arkansas with her friends.

She's happily married to her high school sweetheart, Shelby. Together, they care for the gaggle of stray
cats that live under their front deck and their two indoor pets (Sweetie Pie, a 5-year-old mixed breed dog,
and Sushi, a 6-month-old kitten).

Welcome, Kacy!

Welcoming Kacy Spears



“Reflections on the Lord's Prayer”

Wednesday, January 13 at 6:30pm, we will begin a discussion series “Reflections on the
Lord’s Prayer.” We may have memorized this prayer early in our lives, and recite it often.
These sessions will give us the opportunity to think more pointedly about what each line of
the Lord’s Prayer means, and recognize the themes that Jesus taught. 

This is an opportunity for spiritual renewal centered on one of the anchors of our faith.
The 6-week series is from The Thoughtful Christian, and will be led by members of the
Adult Christian Education team.   Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm, through Zoom –
beginning January 13 (six weeks)  All are invited to participate. 

Register through the church office, so that we can send you the participant handout each
week and the Zoom link. Contact  Amanda Hayes,
Administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5450.

(Note: the last session of the series will be on Tuesday, February 16, in order to attend the
Ash Wednesday drive-in service on Wednesday February 17.)

Adult Faith Building 

http://fpcbentonville.org/


We are looking forward to ordaining and installing our new class of Ruling Elders and
Deacons! We will celebrate this service virtually, first live on Zoom on January 10 with the
participants, pastors, and elders representing the session and congregation. Then it will be
shared as part the January 17 online worship service at 10:15am.
 
We are grateful that God has called these new church officers to serve in this season.
Thank you for praying for each of them as they begin their time of service and leadership!

Elders, Class of 2023
   Cynthia Cochran
   Kim Dixon
   Brian Edmundson
   Melissa Monroe
   Ken Ziervogel
 

                                                    Elder, Class of 2021
   Maddox Nosari (youth)
 

                                                   Deacons, Class of 2023
   Alex Brice
   Ben Fox
  Annette Robek
  Charlotte Macartney
   Julie Verdoorn
 

                              Deacon, Class of 2021
  Colleen Hill (youth)

Ordination and Installation of New Ruling Elders and
Deacons on January 10,  and celebrated during the

worship service on January 17.



Reflect on the past year, and look ahead to the hopes and new possibilities for 2021.    
Vote on terms of call for Pastor Katie and Pastor Georgia for 2021.    
Receive the approved 2021 budget from the Session
Distribute the Annual Report, available electronically (or for a hard copy, please
contact the church office).   
Appreciate the outgoing class of Ruling Elders and Deacons.

On Friday, January 22, we will send an eblast with a Zoom link to the Annual Meeting.
You may also contact Amanda in the church office and she will email the Zoom link to
you.

In person seats in the Fellowship Hall are by reservation only, so we can plan well and
follow our Covid protocols (temperature checks, health questionnaire, masks,
distancing, and limit on the number of persons in the space). Please contact Amanda
(administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5450) and let her know that
you would like to reserve a seat. The last day to reserve a seat is Thursday, January 20.      
The Fellowship Team will help host the in person participation in the meeting.

This year we will gather for our Annual Congregational Meeting on January 24 at 1:00pm.
So that the meeting is as accessible and safe as possible, we will meet via Zoom as well as
offer limited in person seating (following Covid protocols) in the south Fellowship Hall. We
will have the Zoom screen projected on the wall in the Fellowship Hall so that those
present can participate in the Zoom as well.
 
At the meeting, we will:

To participate by Zoom:

To participate in person:
        

 
 
 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting,
 January 24 at 1:00pm:

 

Participate via Zoom or distanced in person seating in the
Fellowship Hall



 
Light a Candle on January 31

Our drop-in Service of Solace has been rescheduled for January 31, 2:00-5:00pm. (We had
to postpone the December 13 service due to snow that afternoon.)

The sanctuary will be open from 2pm – 5pm on Sunday afternoon, January 31. You are
welcome to stop in for just a few minutes, or stay as long as you like. Quiet music will
accompany your personal time to sit in the pews of our beautiful sanctuary. You are
invited to light a candle to leave on the chancel to represent your prayers. Pastors and
deacons will be available for personal prayer or conversation. The main door will be
hosted by a deacon for temperature checks, and we ask that everyone wear a mask and
respect social distancing. 

We know that many of you will be comforted by the opportunity to spend time within the
beautiful space of our sanctuary, as we have been physically absent from it for so long. 

This is an opportunity to release the concerns of this season into God’s care. All are
welcome.

 
 
 
 

Light a candle on January 31



The Fellowship Team 
thanks you for "Sharing the warmth"

 
Donations of coats, hats, gloves, and scarves for The "Share the Warmth of Christmas"
event were distributed to food pantry clients on December 19. This event took place on
December 12, in the north parking lot. In spite of the cold temperature, it was great to be
together!                             



Drive - In Christmas Eve Vespers
 

We gathered in our south parking lot on a cold, clear Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth
of our Savior Jesus Christ! Our Drive-In Christmas Eve Vespers service brought us together
in our cars for music, scripture, and prayers. We rang our historic church bell to begin our
time of worship, and we lit a torch for the light of Christ. With extra prayers for the FM
transmitter to work (and it did!), everyone was able to hear through their car radios and
participate together safely. Everyone received an electric candle as they arrived, and we
raised them from car windows and sunroofs as we sang Silent Night. Many thanks to the
Worship Committee and all who helped create a beautiful and memorable service of
worship!



Did you know that our church’s Pandemic Response Fund provides direct utility and
rental support to members of our congregation and community who are struggling
financially due to COVID related layoffs and health issues?

“I was at the end of my rope until your church stepped in.”
 

“I am speechless. I didn’t expect this kind of generosity!”
 

 “We were about to have our utilities shut off; I didn’t know where to turn; someone told me
about your church’s Pandemic Response Fund.”

 

“I’ve never asked for help before. Your church has given me hope.”
 
Through your generous contributions, we are able to say “yes!” to church members and
families in our community who ask us if there is any way that the church can help them
in this unexpected time of financial distress. We expect the pandemic-related crisis to
continue for the next several months. Especially during the winter, utility bills are the
primary need. But we have also been able to assist with rent, gas cards, grocery cards,
baby formula, and even quarters for the laundry machines. We will never realize
all the ripple effects of helping our neighbors through this crisis. THANK YOU for your
support!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family

Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations

 
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

 For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Pandemic Response: You Make A Difference!

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://gmail.com/


The youth had a blast celebrating advent and Christmas together in December! We
especially loved having the opportunity to sing Christmas Carols with our neighbors at
Legacy Village. We spent the afternoon knocking on doors and spreading some
Christmas cheer to a lot of the residents ( masked and socially distanced, of course). It
was such a joy to see the youth and Legacy Village residents connect through the joy of
Christmas music! 
 
This month we are back to our normal schedule and will be spending a lot of our time
preparing for our youth Sunday coming up in February. We are also excited to continue
to participate in the virtual Youthquake each month with the Presbytery. This month’s
meeting will be on January 31st!

Youth Group



Thank you to everyone who participated and helped out with the Epiphany Program this
year. It was a gift to hear the Christmas and Epiphany stories told by some of the
children! 
 
This month we will head back to our normal curriculum for our Sundays at 1! We’ll pick
up where we left off before Advent with learning a about the miracles of Jesus. We would
love for you to join us for our Sunday zooms! More information on how to participate at
home will be available in our weekly e-blasts.

Children's Ministry



Our new class of Confirmation students are beginning their journey! This is always an
exciting time in the life of our church. Classes begin January 10, culminating in
Confirmation Sunday on May 2, 2021. We are so thankful for the prayer partners, team
leaders and teachers, and the families who are all engaged in this important ministry..

Confirmation Class is Underway!





Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I trust your holiday season has been filled with
joy, light, and of course, plenty of wonderful foods. The past year still
dominates our lives, but time to reflect and rejoice on God’s presence, despite
the challenges, brings hope and peace.

While the new year continues much as the past, we see light on the horizon. The pandemic will end.
Beloved aspects of our lives, such as hugging, dinner out, and simple time with friends, will return. Change
will be present, but just perhaps, time taken for granted will be more appreciated.

Despite the restrictions of COVID, FPC’s Music Ministry continues to provide a varied and quality musical
component to our online corporate worship. No one envisioned this particular expression, but everyone
has shifted with the demands and needs. There are several ways you too can easily join.
 
The Chancel Choir continues to participate, albeit remotely, in worship. While time restraints do not make
it possible for weekly singing, members join at least twice a month. Music chosen for upcoming worship
services is recorded, usually with vocal tracks added, and then the music recording, along with digital
copies of the music, is emailed to choir members. Following simple directions, each singer records
themselves singing along with the music recording and then emails it back. It is then incorporated into a
master recording and included in the worship service. The beauty of this temporary participation option is
that each singer can choose, or not choose, to participate.  All you have to do is contact me for more
information, brian@fpcbentonville.org,  and I will gladly include you in future opportunities.

I hope you enjoyed the return of our wonderful Chancel Bells on Christmas Eve. Through careful planning
and following church COVID safety guidelines, they returned to rehearsal just this past November. We
rehearse Sundays at noon, in the sanctuary balcony.  If you read music you are always welcome to join this
enthusiastic group of musicians, and no, prior experience in ringing is not required!

Do you still have a wind or string instrument around the house? Did you find some time to dust it off and
remember how much you loved making music?  Then it is time for that joy to be shared in worship. All you
need is the willingness to play. We have recorded instrumentalists both from home and in the sanctuary.

There is a myth that it only takes 21days to form a new habit. Science disagrees (it can be anywhere from
2-9 months) but it does agree that intentional, active engagement in a new behavior can become a regular
part of your daily life.  We can even miss a day and not materially affect the habit forming process! So how
about a new habit, and new and enjoyable way to serve your church and God? You have nothing really to
loose and only a future of music enriched moments, one of the best ways to share your love of Christ.

New Habits
Brian Breeding, Director of Music

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/


While Kristy Olefsky is on parental leave, we are glad to welcome Jeannie Lee as our substitute organist.

Jeannie Lee is a longtime participant in the musical life of Northwest Arkansas, in performance, in
education, and in service to the church. Her performance experiences range from professional work with
TheatreSquared, Opera Fayetteville, and Broadway touring companies at Walton Arts Center to
educational work at the University of Arkansas and in area public schools. At the U of A she enjoyed work
in both the Drama and Music departments: Musical director/pianist for University Theater musicals since
1994, while also teaching in the Music Department and serving there actively as collaborative pianist for a
variety of soloists, instrumental ensembles, choirs and opera workshop. 

Jeannie briefly studied organ as a teenager, but then focused on piano for her degrees at Hendrix College
and the University of Arkansas. She didn't return to the organ (except for the occasional wedding) until
being hired at First United Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville in 2006. There she earned the American
Guild of Organists' Service Playing Certificate and served the church for 6 weeks shy of fourteen years.
During that time Jeannie attended conferences and organ workshops hosted by the Presbyterian
Association of Musicians in Charlotte and Montreat, NC, the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship in Grand
Rapids, MI and the Alleluia Conference hosted by Baylor University. She is a member in the local chapter
of the American Guild of Organists.

While claiming to be retired, Jeannie finds retirement anything but quiet! She is delighted to cover for
Kristy during this happy time of welcoming baby Thatcher and looks forward to praising God with the
worship team and church family at First Presbyterian Church.

We welcome Jeannie Lee to our worship team, 
as she serves as our substitute organist



Urban League Grant awarded to the FPC Food Pantry,
funded a special food distribution on December 29

Photo by: NWA Democrat-Gazette/Flip Putthoff

In December, the FPC Food Pantry received $4,250 of a $400,000 grant from the Urban
League of the State of Arkansas from CARES Act funds to supply food to low-income
households.  

To identify and help deliver to these households in need, the Food Pantry partnered with the
Community Development Corporation to reach residents of seven senior housing
developments. Other partners to help reach low-income senior and transitional housing
included Havenwood, Osage Heights Senior Housing, Soul’s Harbor, Restoring Hope, and
PEARL.

The planning, purchasing and distributing needed to be done in 12 days. Pantry volunteers
bought 1,700 pounds of produce, as well as purchasing from the Food Bank and buying
extra cereal. They filled 200 bags with 25 items in each bag.

The special food distribution was held on Tuesday, December 29.

Many thanks to Linda and Dave Murphy, and to all of the dedicated volunteers who worked
to secure the grant, partner with our community organizations, shop, organize, fill bags, and
help with the distribution! Also, it was great to have our story and photo in the NWA
Democrat Gazette on December 30.



We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by January 25, 2021
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes;
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org                                   
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


