
Here's What's Happening
February 2

Confirmation Parent Class via Zoom at 7:00pm
 

February 3

Adult Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm

February 7

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, with The Lord's

Supper

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group at 4:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

February 10

Adult Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm
 

February 14 

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

Children's Meet and Greet 1:00pm - 2:00pm, parking lot

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

February 16

Adult Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm
 

February 17

 Drive-In Ash Wednesday service, 6:30pm, south parking lot
 

February 21 - First Sunday in Lent

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom
 

February 22

Stated Session meeting, 6:00pm via Zoom
 

February 24

Lenten Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm
 

 February 28 - Second Sunday in Lent

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, Youth Sunday

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Youth Group, 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall

     Confirmation Class, 6:30pm via Zoom

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

 

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

 

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

 

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

 

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

(in person by appointment

only)

 

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

 

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



My dear church family,

Have you noticed the lengthening of days? The change is almost imperceptible from one
day to the next, but it is happening nonetheless. And as we move into February, there will
be other changes. Birdsong will increase in volume and frequency. Tree limbs will swell a
bit and buds will push toward sunshine. And this year, more and more people will get
vaccinated against the corona virus!

There are signs of life and hope, even now.

We’ve been through a lot, and we are eager for renewal and change. We are eager to see
economic restoration for those who have lost so much in the past many months. We are
eager for physical healing for all who have been struck by Covid, and for emotional healing
for our country and world. We are eager for longer, warmer days when we can gather
outside in fellowship as we did in summer and fall. And we are eager to continue the long
march toward justice and peace as our faith guides us.

 
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” Isaiah 43:19
 

The Lord is also eager – eager to “do a new thing” within our hearts. As we open
ourselves to God’s renewal and restoration, we are invited to lay our souls bare
through the imposition of ashes at the beginning of Lent. During our drive-in service
on Ash Wednesday (February 17; see the description in this newsletter) we will
refocus on God’s Spirit in preparation for the season ahead. In the weakness of our
humanity, we find joy in God’s strength and promises.
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“O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot
close my heart to thee; I trace the rainbow
through the rain, and feel the promise is not
vain that morn shall tearless be.” 

        George Matheson, 1881

In the peace of Christ,







We have made many adaptations in ministry during the pandemic, including how we were
able to celebrate the ordination and installation of Elders and Deacons. On January 10, we
gathered via Zoom with the new officers and representatives of the Session and
congregation for the ordination and installation liturgy. The Spirit truly gathered and
connected us, including prayer with the laying on of hands represented by red stoles with
cut out hands. The service was shared during online worship the following Sunday, and
again we all lifted up these new servant leaders of our church family to God.
Congratulations to all!

Elders, Class of 2023
   Cynthia Cochran
   Kim Dixon
   Brian Edmundson
   Melissa Monroe
   Ken Ziervogel
 

                                                    Elder, Class of 2021
   Maddox Nosari 
 

                                                   Deacons, Class of 2023
   Alex Brice
   Ben Fox
  Annette Robek
  Charlotte Macartney
   Julie Verdoorn
 

                              Deacon, Class of 2021
  Colleen Hill

Celebrating the Ordination and Installation of new
Elders and Deacons 



Since its inception early last summer, the PRF has helped dozens of individuals pay past
due rent and penalties so folks could stay in their homes. Families of various sizes and
configurations, from single-parent to large households where parents lost jobs due to
the pandemic, were helped by our congregation to get through the crisis. Help has gone
to members of our church as well as those in the community outside the church. On
several occasions, PRF Committee members met the tenant at the apartment complex
to make payment. The smiles of relief and words of thanks as the burden was lifted from
weary shoulders were indicative of a new and brighter future. We have been able to pay
overdue utility bills as well, keeping the heat on, lights burning, and water flowing. On
occasion we have helped with specific needs such as gas, groceries, and supplies for
children. Thank you for continuing to share the light of God’s love with our neighbors in
need.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
 

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family

Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations

 
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org

 For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Warmth and Peace of Mind: Pandemic Response Fund
(PRF) Update

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://gmail.com/


Souper Bowl of Caring

February 7th is Super Bowl Sunday. This year the youth will be honoring our annual
Souper Bowl of Caring fundraiser by serving together at the church's food pantry. We are
incredibly thankful to have such a vibrant pantry operating through our church. If you
would like to provide a monetary donation for the food pantry in honor of Souper Bowl
Sunday, there will be an option to give in a dropdown tab on the website from February
5th - 12th. Checks can be sent to the church with  "Souper Bowl" in the memo line. Thank
you for your generous support! 

Youth Sunday

Youth Sunday will take place on February 28th this year. The youth are excited to share
with you the worship service they have been working on these past few months. The
youth will lead us through a service devoted to discipleship and we will have the
opportunity to hear from some of our graduating seniors about their discipleship
journey. 

Youth Ministry Volunteers

The youth advisory team is looking for a few individuals who are interested in serving the
youth of our congregation. We are specifically looking for:

             Youth Advisory Team Members 
This role requires meeting once a month with the youth team and providing
support to the youth team.
 

             Youth Group Leader
This role requires committing to invest in the youth of our congregation by
volunteering at our youth group on a regular basis. Volunteers are able to commit
to being at youth group every week or can set up a schedule with Katie based on
their availability.

 

Youth Group



Children’s Ministry Meet and Greet on February 14th from 1-2pm

Children and their families are invited to gather on the northside of the church parking
lot for a special meet and greet with Katie Flood. Families are invited to drop by to say
hello to Katie and each other. We will have some Valentine’s Day themed craft activities,
and everyone will leave with a fun treat. Feel free to just drop by for a few moments or
stay for the whole time. The Children’s Committee will also use this as an opportunity to
make sure that we have accurate contact information for our families! 

We look forward to seeing you in person and wearing masks on February 14th 
from 1-2pm!

Children's Ministry





Approved dates for the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for 2021 and January 2022.     
Elected Virginia Breshears to serve another one year term as Clerk of Session      
Elected Tom Butrynski to serve another one year term as Treasurer.  
Updated signature authority on FPC banking and investment accounts, and safe
deposit box 
Approved a drive-in Ash Wednesday service on February 17 at 6:30pm
Approved an online Scholastic Book Fair for March 1-5      
Added Gail Rogers, new Deacon Moderator, to the Pandemic Response Fund
committee

The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their January
meetings:
 
Called meeting on January 6 to act on the 2021Budget
The meeting opened with prayer for the country. The Session reviewed the proposed
2021 Budget in light of the final stewardship response from the congregation. After
making adjustments in the PIT and Mission budgets, and incorporating surplus from the
2020 budget, the Session approved a 2021 Operating Budget of $867,212. A copy of the
final approved budget with detail will be distributed with the January 24 Annual Meeting
materials.

Stated meeting on January 25 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was opened with a reading from 1Thessalonians 5:11, sharing about where
we find encouragement, and prayer. The Session welcomed the new Ruling Elders to the
meeting.

Along with regular ministry reports, the Session:

The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world. The next
stated meeting will be Monday, February 22 at 6pm via Zoom.
As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the
church office.

Session Highlights





“Song is a response which engages the whole self in prayer. Song unites the faithful
 in common prayer wherever they gather for worship whether in church, home, or
 other special place. The covenant people have always used the gift of song to offer
prayer.”

“To lead the congregation in the singing of prayer is a primary role of the choir and other musicians. They
also may pray on behalf of the congregation with introits, responses, and other musical forms.”

Both of these quotes originate in the PCUSA Book of Order, from the Directory for Worship, and clearly
place singing, indeed, all music, in the category of prayer. All are directed to participate. Regardless of who,
and what instruments, are on the chancel, (or stage) the congregation IS the body of Christ, and is the
principle voice. While there are no specific scriptural guidelines on how to listen to music, it repeatedly
does remind us that singing is not a spectator sport.
 
Choir: an organized group of singers or instruments. (Merriam Webster) Historically, musicians viewed
“choirs” as simply a grouping of similar instruments. Choirs of brass, choirs of winds, and choirs of singers.
I have often stated that the most important choir, the first choir in any worshiping body should be the
congregation. Historically, the members of early cell churches were the only musicians. No organ, no
piano, no dedicated group of congregants dedicating extra time for learning music. They were it.

For the past 10+ months the staff has worked for a seamless worship opportunity. The technical hurdles
are clear, but the staff primarily strives to create an opportunity to worship that reflects our PCUSA 
 heritage and our local customs. Each online service includes vibrant musical choices, voiced by members
of the congregation. We are not “farming out” the music!  The Chancel Choir lends their voices remotely
each month to “lead the congregation in the singing of prayer.” But we are still missing one voice. Yours.

Most will remember, as part of our Christmas Eve online worship, the Chancel Choir leading in the
concluding hymn “Silent Night” as a “virtual choir.” As with any Sunday morning, when we could safely
gather, the faces of our Chancel Choir lead in that musical prayer. Virtual Choirs, a popular element
especially today, mixes video and audio recordings of participants, places each musician in a box, and
combines all the boxes into one coherent video. The virtual choir, for many, many reasons, can never
replace people physically gathered together, making music. It does however provide a reminder of
togetherness, actually seeing each other.  And you now have that opportunity.

On Sunday, April 4 we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The opening hymn, as in years
past, will be “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” The Music Ministry would like to invite everyone in the
congregation to join us as we sing this soaring, magnificent song. To accomplish this, I will need your help.
If you wish to participate in a virtual choir, there are two options, from your home or at the church. If you
desire to record from home, there are just a few simple steps. First, you will need the recording we will use
to sing along with. Second, the music from the hymnal. If you don’t read music, don’t worry. Just sing along
with the lyrics. (See below to get these files) Third, you will need two electronic devices, one for playing the
provided recording and one, probably your smart phone, to sing into. Fourth, you must have a set of
earbuds, headphones, etc, so you can hear the music. Finally, a place to record, on your video device,
yourself singing along to the recording. If that all sounds just too much to tackle in your limited time, 

A Choir By Any Other Name
Brian Breeding, Director of Music
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simply scheduling a time, with me alone, in the sanctuary, will accomplish all of the above. You can even
schedule your entire family group! I will provide the recording, music, devices, and headphone. You
provide your joyful voice and smiling face.

“The creation of a virtual choir requires significant time to not only record everyone, but also combine all
the videos in the computer. I am asking all video recording be finished and to me by no later than March
21. If you wish to record at the church, please contact me at brian@fpcbentonville.org, and I will email you
the materials. They are also available for download at https://fpcbentonville.org/virtual-choir/. Now lets all
go make some music together!

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
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We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by February 23, 2021
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Dr. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes; administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org      
AV Tech and Communications Support: Kacy Spears, kspears@fpcbentonville.org                            
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

 

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


