
Here's What's Happening
November 29  - The First Sunday in Advent

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 4:00pm

December 2

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm

December 6 - The Second Sunday in Advent

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, with the Lord's

Supper

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 4:00pm

Youth Group virtual YouthQuake at 4:30pm

December 9 

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm

December 12

Share the Warmth of Christmas fellowship event from 2-3:00pm, 

north parking lot

December 13 - The Third Sunday in Advent

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Service of Solace, sanctuary open from 2-5:00pm

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 4:00pm

Youth Group outdoor caroling through Legacy Village at 4:00pm

December 16

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm

December 20 - The Fourth Sunday in Advent

Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

J St./Club 456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

Advent Bible Study via Zoom at 4:00pm

Youth Group distanced Christmas party at 4:00pm

December 23 - January 1

My Friends and Me closed

December 24 - Christmas Eve

Worship at 5:00pm on Facebook and YouTube

Drive-In Candlelight Vespers service at 7:30pm, south parking lot

December 25 - Christmas Day

Church Office closed through January 1

December 27 - 

Lessons and Carols worship at 10:15 am on Facebook and YouTube

 

Sunday Worship

10:15 am via Facebook Live

and YouTube

Phone 479.273.5450

(answered Monday - Friday

8 am - 4 pm)

Email

info@fpcbentonville.org

Website

www.fpcbentonville.org

(church calendar found

under My FPC)

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

(in person by appointment

only)

For more information about

upcoming events, please

contact us, visit our website,

or find us on Facebook.

Each week, the FPC Food

Pantry sets up Fridays at

9am, and is open Saturdays

from 9-11am



Our dear church family,

We invite you to sit down for a moment, take a deep breath, and light a 
candle. 

This is an Advent like no other in our memories. Usually we are all trying to
find time in the busyness of the season - between gatherings and shopping,
recitals and concerts, travelling and hosting – in order to be still for a little 
while and prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ. Here we are with few of 
those things drawing our energy, and yet, we are still overwhelmed. 

Perhaps this December the challenge is not so much to find breaks in our schedules, but rather to slow
down our minds and calm our anxieties. The scriptures remind us, “Be still and know that I am God.”
(Psalm 46:10)  

As you take time to be still, please remember that you are in our prayers. We offer prayers of
thanksgiving for each of you, and we offer prayers for your well-being, peace of mind, and God’s provision
for what you need. 

The sanctuary will be open on the afternoon of Sunday, December 13 for three spacious hours (2-5pm)
so that you can drop in any time, sit in a pew, and open yourself to the stillness of the moment. There will
be soft music of the season, candles available for you to light and set on the chancel, and a basket for
you to drop off written prayer requests. Deacons and pastors will be there too. Come for five minutes,
fifteen, or more – whatever your soul needs. More information, including healthy church protocol (masks
and distancing), is in the eblast and newsletter. 

Whether you light a candle in our sanctuary or in your home, may that light remind you that there is
hope, that Christ came as light shining in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. May we all
light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, through our actions toward others, through our prayers, and
through our worship. God be with you. 

In the peace and light of Christ,

photo above: Alexandra Fuller, on unsplash





The Fellowship Team 
invites you to "Share the Warmth of Christmas"

The Fellowship team invites you to celebrate the spirit of the season! "Share the Warmth of
Christmas" will be Saturday, December 12, from 2-3 PM in the northwest field. 

Bring your own hot cocoa, cider, and camp chairs. We're asking for a donation of mittens,
gloves, hats, or socks for adults and children; these will be donated to help share the
warmth of Christmas.

We will enjoy Christmas music, a special sweet treat, and fellowship (with masks and social
distance). You are welcome to wear your favorite Christmas sweater!



“Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.”

The deacons of our church are hosting a drop-in version of our annual Service of Solace.
The sanctuary will be open from 2pm – 5pm on Sunday afternoon, December 13. You
are welcome to stop in for just a few minutes, or stay as long as you like. Quiet music will
accompany your personal time as you sit in the pews of our beautiful sanctuary. You are
invited to light a candle to place on the chancel to represent your prayers, or leave a
written prayer request. Pastors and deacons will be available for personal prayer or
conversation. The main door will be hosted by a deacon for temperature checks, and we
ask that everyone wear a mask and respect social distancing. The three hour span will
allow for sufficient spacing of attendees.
 

We know that many of you will be comforted by the opportunity to spend time within the
peaceful space of our sanctuary, as we have been physically absent from it for so long.
This is also a time to release the concerns of this season into God’s care. All are welcome.
 

“Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight”

 
(lyrics are from O Little Town of Bethlehem; photo by Jarl Schmidt)

Light a candle on December 13



Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 24

“Light a Candle”

This year, Christmas Eve will look a little different.  Yet we rejoice in two opportunities for
our church family and friends to be together for worship, both virtually and in
person:

Christmas Eve online worship at 5:00pm via Facebook and YouTube
Join us online for Christmas Eve worship premiering at 5:00pm as we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Along with scripture, message and prayers, there will be
Christmas music with brass ensemble, handbells, and members of our chancel choir
(joined together virtually). And, always an important part of Christmas Eve, there will be a
special children’s message.

Christmas Eve Drive-In Candlelight Vespers service at 7:30pm
Join us for a Christmas Eve Drive-In Candlelight Vespers service at 7:30pm in the south
parking lot at church. The congregation will remain in their cars, while those leading
worship will be on a platform in front of the south portico for visibility. Tune your car to the
radio station we will indicate, and we will be able to hear and participate together. Upon
arrival, each car will receive song sheets and electric candles for the singing of carols and of
course, Silent Night.

Wherever and however we gather to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, we know
that “what has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”
(John 1:3b-5)



Paying for poinsettias. Poinsettias are $12 each. You may mail a check to the church,
or pay through our online giving page on the website, and find the drop down
“Poinsettias”. You do not have to purchase a poinsettia for every person you wish to
honor or remember. You may purchase one, and submit multiple names if you wish. 

 Honoring or remembering a loved one. Please contact Amanda in the church office
by email or call (administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org, 479- 273-5450) to let her
know the name(s) of those whom you would like to honor or remember in the
Christmas Eve worship guide.

Friday, December 11 is the last day to send in payments and names.

Picking up your poinsettia. You may pick up your poinsettias:

Order a Christmas Poinsettia 
in honor or memory of a loved one

We are continuing our tradition of ordering Christmas poinsettias to adorn the sanctuary.
The poinsettias will be beautiful for our online worship services during Advent and
Christmas, as well as the Service of Solace. You are invited to purchase a poinsettia in
honor or memory of a loved one. A list of those honored and remembered in this way will
be included in our Christmas Eve worship guide.

 

 

 

o  At church on Christmas Eve, following the 7:30pm Drive-In Candlelight Vespers
service
o  At church on Saturday, December 26, between 11:30am-12:30pm.



“Peace, Justice, Joy, and Salvation”
An Advent Bible study offered through Zoom, in two different time slots

All are invited to take part in this Advent discussion of the gifts of God – peace, justice, joy
and salvation – as we prepare for God’s greatest gift to us, the birth of Immanuel, God with
us. Through passages from the book of Isaiah, we will look at the transformative power of
these gifts in our lives. Discussions will be led by members of the Adult Faith Formation
team. This is a downloadable study from well-known author Cynthia Campbell. No cost to
participants.

We are offering this four-part series in two time slots. Just choose the one that best fits
your schedule. Register through the church office, so that we can send you the Bible
study each week and the Zoom link for the discussion group.
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5450.  
For questions, please contact Janet Atwood at 479-685-1681.

(choose one)

TRACK 1 Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm -  Dec. 2, 9, 16 

TRACK 2: Sunday afternoons at 4:00pm – Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20 (the four Sundays of
Advent)

Adult Faith Building 



The holiday season & the winter months are now upon on us and the Covid-19 virus will
make this a difficult time for many. Your Pandemic Response Fund committee continues
to work with those in need that do not have the resources nor the families or friends to
assist during this time. 
The many prayers & contributions from our congregation over the past several months
are greatly appreciated and have been distributed as needed.  As we look ahead to the
next few months, the need for continued assistance is clear.   Below is the link for your
support. 

Thank you,
 
The PRF committee:
 
Bill Rice, Cie Cochran, Dave
Richards, Brad Kingsley, Lance De la Rosa, Clark Tedrick & Pastor Georgia Senor.

 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family

Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations

For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
 For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Pandemic Response: COVID-19 Assistance

https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://fpcbentonville.org/
https://abundant.co/fpcbentonville/give
http://gmail.com/


Advent is a season of waiting.  Most of the time waiting is hard. We’ve been in a season
that requires a lot of waiting and it seems like it will never be over. However, we worship
a God who stands with us in the waiting and helps us hold onto hope in the midst of
difficult seasons. I pray that as we enter into this season of advent that we would be
reminded of the promise that is fulfilled in this season; that God is here with us. 
 
Blessings,

Katie Flood
Director of Children and Youth Ministries

Greetings from Katie Flood

Youth Group

Youth Group is excited to be celebrating advent this season. On December 6th we will be
virtually joining other youth groups from the Presbytery for our monthly Youthquake
events. We will meet in the fellowship hall from 4:30-6:00pm for a socially distant event! I
will also be sending out the Zoom link to the youth, so that they can join in on their own
if they cannot make it to the church that day. On December 13th we will be Christmas
Caroling at Legacy Village. We will meet at the church at 4pm, walk over to sing carols,
and return to the church by 5:30pm. December 22nd will be our youth Christmas Party!
We will have games and read the Christmas story together! Youth Group will be on
Christmas Break the weeks of December 22nd and January 3rd.

Children's Ministry

This season will be focused on our Illustrated Ministry curriculum which is focused on
finding courage in the midst of this advent season. Each week will be filled with an advent
themed story and some at-home activity projects for the family. Families are encouraged
to participate in the advent wreath activities provided by the church as well and send
pictures of themselves lighting their advent wreathes to Katie Flood. Children’s ministry
activities will be on a break on December 27th. We are also exploring some ideas for a
virtual Epiphany activity for children and their families on January 3rd. There will be more
details on this soon.



We are ready to begin a new class of Confirmation students! This is always an exciting
time in the life of our church. Classes will begin (through Zoom) in January, culminating in
Confirmation Sunday on May 2, 2021. 

If you have a youth who is 7th grade or older who would be interested in Confirmation
Class, please contact Pastor Georgia, gsenor@fpcbentonville.org , to register (if you
haven’t already registered).

Confirmation Class Begining January 2021



During the season of Advent, we have the opportunity to participate in the PC(USA)
denomination-wide Christmas Joy Offering. The Christmas Joy Offering distributes gifts
equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions (helping church workers and
their families in times of critical financial need), and to Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
provide education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage. You may learn more and donate directly at
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/, or go to the online giving page
on our website and find “Christmas Joy” under the drop down menu.

The Christmas Joy Offering

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/




Faith experience - Share about your experience of the Christian faith, and the grace and love of God.
How does this shape your life, and your upcoming leadership role?

Knowledge of the doctrine, government, and discipline contained in the Constitution of the church -
Share some of what you learned about the church in officer training. This may include distinctives of
how we govern ourselves, the use of the Book of Order and Confessions, and important themes of
Reformed theology. 

The duties of your office - Share your understanding of the duties of Ruling Elder or Deacon (see
Book of Order G-2.0201-.0202, and G-2.0302).

Approved Christmas Eve worship services, online at 5:00pm and Drive-In Vespers at 7:30pm

Approved $125 in Memorial Funds to pay for a pottery Christ Candle holder made by potter David
Berg who made our communion ware

Discussed a proposed exiting plan for the upcoming construction of a Crystal Bridges Museum
parking deck to the south of  the church parking lot.

Received an update on pledge responses to the 2021 operating budget 

The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their November meetings:

Called meeting on November 12 at 6:00pm via Zoom to examine Officers-elect:
The meeting opened with prayer. The Session welcomed Ruling Elders-elect
for 2023: Melissa Monroe, Ken Ziervogel, Kim Dixon, Brian Edmundson, Cie Cochran, Maddox Nosari
(Youth Elder, Class of 2021), and Deacons-elect for 2023: Nettie Robek, Julie Verdoorn, Alex Brice,
Charlotte Macartney, Ben Fox, Colleen Hill (Youth Deacon, Class of 2021).
Current Session members reviewed the examination questions with the class of 2023 and youth
nominees via breakout rooms.  The questions discussed were as follows:
    

       

        

 
After breakout discussion in small groups, a motion was made and approved to sustain the examination
of Officers-elect and accept the class of 2023/2021 Ruling Elders-Elect and Deacons-Elect. The meeting
closed with prayer.
 
Stated meeting on November 23 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was opened with a reading from Ephesians 1:15-23 and prayer. The Session welcomed
guests Director of Children and Youth Ministries Katie Flood, and Elder-elect Melissa Monroe to the
meeting.
 
Along with regular ministry reports, the Session:
  

·        

·        

·        

Session Highlights from November



The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world. There will be a called
meeting on Monday, December 14 at 6:00pm via Zoom for the purposes of 1/ reviewing the latest
communications from Crystal Bridges re. parking deck project and 2/ to finalize the 2021 budget.
The next stated meeting will be Monday, January 25 at 6pm via Zoom.
 
As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the church office.

The Session of FPC and ministry areas:

Class of 2020                              Class of 2021                                  Class of 2022
Amanda Coleman (Children)     Nathan Adams (Worship/Music)    Krystle Foster (Mission)
Lance de la Rosa (Stew./Fin.)    Janet Atwood (Christian Ed             Linda Freeman (My Friends & Me)
Susan Fraser (Youth)                 Brad Kingsley (Communication)     Harry James (Property)
Roy Horan (Communication)    Pam Ramaker (Long Range Plan)   Sarah Semrow (Personnel)
Tina James (Fellowship)             Clark Tedrick (Mission)                    Cheryl Wright (Worship/Music)
Jenna Solomon (Youth)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears
Pastors: Rev. Katie Cummings (Moderator), Rev. Georgia Senor





Phyllis Tickle, religious expert, writer, and lecturer, tells a story about a talk she 
was giving at a church several years ago.  The teenagers of the church had 
served dinner for the event, and as Phyllis talked to the adults about the historicity
of the Virgin birth, you know, whether the Virgin birth was fact or metaphor, as she
was leading this discussion, the teenagers were cleaning up after dinner. 
She says she noticed one particular kid, he couldn’t have been more than 17, he began paying
attention to the discussion the adults were having. Slowly, he abandoned his clean-up duties and began to
be quite absorbed in the discussion.  When the talking was done, he hung around after all of the adults
were gone and said, “May I ask you something?” 
Phyllis said, “Certainly! What about?”
“It’s that whole Virgin birth thing,” he said. “I don’t understand.”
Curious, Phyllis pressed him for more.
“I don’t understand what their problem is,” talking about the adults that had just been there.
“What do you mean?” Phyllis asked him.
“Well,” he said, “it’s just so beautiful that it has to be true whether it happened or not.”[1]

We are a story-telling species. From the earliest hunter/gathers to Hollywood blockbusters, stories carry
cultural wisdom, aspirations, warnings, and dreams. Greek myths, Grimm's fairy tales, and the mythopoeia
of writers such as Tolkien populate classrooms and movie theaters. So is it any surprise that a story
surrounds one of the most beloved songs of the Christmas season, “Silent Night.”

As the story goes, on Christmas Eve, 1818, the organ in the parish church, aptly named St. Nicholas, of
Oberndorf, Austria, broke down. The swift penned organist, Franz Gruber, wrote a tune on the spot to
lyrics by pastor Joseph Mohr, a tune easily accompanied on guitar. And a truly silent Christmas Eve was
averted.
 
We actually have no evidence that the organ on that fateful night was broken. Mohr wrote the words at
least two years prior. We are however, inclined to continue wonderful stories nonetheless. The tune and
words are masterpieces, capturing  foundational elements of Christian faith, incarnation to redemption. 
The melody flows much like a lullaby, sung by a mother to a fitful child.

Shortly after the first performance, Gruber distributed arrangements to towns around Oberndorf, and
soon traveling bands of folksingers carried it further. The Rainer Family, a 19th century version of
the von Trapps, took it to the courts of the Russian Tsar and Austrian Emperor, and in 1839, to New York.
There it was published, cementing its place in Christmas music repertoire.

Despite a multitude of performances and arrangements, or because, “Silent Night” continues to bring the
message that a better future can be found in the birth of a small child. The past is a foreign country, but
across this time, theological and non-theological stances, “Silent Night” still reminds all that the hopes and
fears of all the years belongs to everyone. It’s just so beautiful that it has to be true whether it happened
or not.

__________________________________________________________________
[1] Phyllis Tickle with Tim Scorer, Embracing Emergence Christianity: Phyllis Tickle on the Church’s Next
Rummage Sale, A 6-Session Study, Morehouse Education Resources, Denver, CO.: 2011, 28.

I Love to Tell the Stories
Brian Breeding, Director of Music
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Our food pantry had a huge day Saturday 11/21.  We distributed 161 large turkey breasts to families in need i
Benton county.  We had a wonderful team of volunteers, even though it was a rainy morning.  We got the
turkeys through a Cargill donation to the NWA Foodbank; it cost us $180 (for their overhead fee) for 2000
pounds of turkey.  We also distributed our regular food. 

Along with the turkeys we also distributed these sides:

Stuffing donated by Drew Collom
Cranberry sauce donated by Wendy and Lance de la Rosa
Instant potatoes donated by United Healthcare
Green beans donated by the Hagan Group, realtors

Every year, MFM collects food donations for the pantry – this year they donated 228 items of food.

Food Pantry Update



We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution.  If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter,  please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by December 21, 2020
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.

Thank you,
FPC Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450      Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
 
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Georgia Senor;  gsenor@fpcbentonville.org, 
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes;
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org                                   
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org                 
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ

The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;

2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through 

the “mountains” and  “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of

Jesus Christ.


