Here's What's Happening
Sunday Worship
10:15 am via Facebook Live
and YouTube

Phone 479.273.5450
(answered Monday - Friday
8 am - 4 pm)

October 4 - World Communion Sunday
Worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube, with The Lord's
Supper
J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm
Youth Group virtual Youthquake at 4:30pm
Outdoor Evening Vespers service from 6:00 - 6:30pm

Email
info@fpcbentonville.org

Website
www.fpcbentonville.org
(church calendar found
under My FPC)

October 7
Adult Faith Building via Zoom at 6:30pm

October 8
Presbyterian Women Bible Study via Zoom at 9:30am

October 11
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
(in person by appointment
only)

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm

October 14
Adult Faith Building via Zoom at 6:30pm

October 18
For more information about
upcoming events, please
contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube
J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm
Youth Group at 4:00pm
Outdoor Evening Vespers service; time to be determined

Each week, the FPC Food
Pantry sets up Fridays at
9am, and is open Saturdays

October 21
Adult Faith Building via Zoom at 6:30pm

from 9-11am

October 25
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube
J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm
Youth Group at 4:00pm

Dear church family,
“I hope to see you soon, and we will talk together face
to face.”
Those words were written by the disciple John in the
early days of the Christian church. He goes on to say, “
Peace to you. The friends send their greetings.
Greet the friends there, each by name.” (III John, verses 14-15). The scriptures are full of people sending
their greetings to one another when they are not able to be together in person. Especially in the days of
the early church, the epistle writers were greatly distanced from the people they cared about so deeply.
Those epistles are full of greetings, like this from the apostle Paul in II Corinthians, “The churches greet
you warmly in the Lord. All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another.” In fact, the 16th
chapter of II Corinthians has a long list of personal greetings by name.
As we enter the eighth month of this pandemic, social isolation and a sense of disorientation have taken
a great toll. We all feel a lack of connectedness. How precious it is to simply talk to someone in the
driveway or even on the phone! I encourage you to reach out to one another, to connect with one
another. It will not only lift the other person’s spirits, but it will be a boost to you as well. Here are some
suggestions for connection within our church family:
1. Participate in World Communion Sunday (October 4), through the online worship community. See
the article in this newsletter for more information. As with all of our online services, you can GREET
one another through the comments section or like button.
2. Attend our twice-monthly evening vesper services in our south parking lot (you can
even stay in your car!). We get to GREET one another as we pass the peace with a
wave and a smile, and join our hearts in prayer, scripture, and music. Our next dates
are October 4 at 6:00pm (note earlier time!), and October 18, time to be announced.
3. Send GREETINGS to others through a card, email, or phone call. Instructions for
accessing our online directory are in this newsletter, and on the website. You can also
call the church office for contact information.
4. As some of our assisted living facilities are beginning to welcome visitors on a limited
basis, you can call ahead and set up a safe visit in order GREET a church member here in person.
5. Look for ways to bring special GREETINGS with birthday drive-bys, delivery of meals, porch visits, or
other creative idea
6. And as always, please reach out to your pastors or deacons with the needs and news
of your lives, or even just to touch base. We would love to exchange GREETINGS with
you, and be in conversation together.
The apostle Paul closes his greeting to the Christians in Galatia this way, “May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.”
In Christ’s care,

Congratulations to all who were elected to serve at
the congregational meeting on September 20
On Sunday, September 20 we gathered both in person and via Zoom at 6:30pm for a
congregational meeting to elect new church officers and other elected positions. It was a
new way for us to gather for a congregational meeting, and everyone did great! Gathered
with masks and distanced seating in the south parking lot, with a lap top on a stand for the
Zoom connection, we had 54 total voting members (44 in person, and 10 via Zoom). For
the vespers service that followed the meeting, we had 72 people participate (60 in person,
and 12 via Zoom). We are grateful to the Nominating Committee for their prayerful work.
Congratulations to all who were elected to serve in the upcoming classes of elders,
deacons and other elected positions! We will be praying for all of you as you answer God’s
call to serve in these ways.
Elders, Class of 2023
Melissa Monroe
Ken Ziervogel
Kim Dixon
Brian Edmundson
Cie Cochran
Elder (Youth), Class of 2021
Maddox Nosari
Deacons, Class of 2023
Nettie Robek
Julie Verdoorn
Alex Brice
Charlotte Macartney
Ben Fox
Deacon (Youth), Class of 2021
Colleen Hill
Trustee, Class of 2023:
Ken Ziervogel
Long Range Planning Committee, Class of 2023:
(In addition, Session appoints 1 Elder currently on Session, and 1 Elder not currently on
Session, and the Youth Elder).
Cindy Bender

Columbarium, Class of 2025
David Atwood
Endowment Committee, Class of 2023:
Drew Collom
2021 Nominating Committee
(In addition, Session appoints 2 active Elders to serve as Moderator and Vice-Moderator)
John Whiting (Deacons)
Anna Castleman (Youth)
Sue Ann Overstreet (Presbyterian Women)
Cathy Rogers (at-large)
Amy DeMania (at-large)
Susan Fraser (at-large)

The Sacrament of Baptism
On September 6, 2020, we gathered in the south parking lot for evening vespers and the
celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism for Oaklii Musick, daughter of Kyle and Whitney
Musick! What a joy to be in fellowship for such an event. We had a brass quartet, and
dozens of church members in attendance. Thanks be to God!

World Communion Sunday, October 4
Sunday, October 4, during online worship we will celebrate communion with Christians all
over the world. This is an opportunity to use bread or crackers of different cultural origins
that you might prepare or obtain ahead of time. We would love to see photos from that
morning of your various breads or of how you prepare your at-home table for World
Communion. Or, if you choose, we will still have the usual prepackaged cup/wafer sets in a
covered bin on the church porch that you can pick up any time Friday, October 2 and
Saturday, October 3. Christ is present with us as we break bread and share at the table,
even when our tables are scattered and varied.

Peace and Global Witness Offering
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is received during the Season of Peace, which
culminates on World Communion Sunday. It is one of four denomination wide offerings of
the PCUSA received during the year. By giving to the Peace and Global Witness Offering, we
work to share Christ’s peace with one another, across boundaries and across the world by
addressing systems of conflict and injustice. Of the offering collected, 25% is for the local
congregation to connect with the global witness of Christ’s peace. Presbyteries and Synods
receive 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence
across the world, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and
Christian witness.
For more information on the Peace and Global Witness Offering visit
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peace-global-witness/. If you would like to
participate in this special offering for World Communion Sunday, you may mail a check to
the church with the notation "Peace Offering", or go to our online giving page on our
website, and select “Peace Offering” on the drop down menu.

Greetings from Katie Flood
Wow! I have been so overwhelmed with all of the greetings I have received since moving
from Michigan to Arkansas to start my new position at this church.
Thank you to everyone who has made my transition here such a positive experience so
far. I am incredibly glad to be a part of such a welcoming and hospitable congregation.
One of my favorite scripture passages is from 1: Peter 4:8-11. It reads:
“Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be
hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold
grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever
speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so
with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through
Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.”
This passage always reminds me of the kindness of the body of Christ. New places can
feel like home because of the bond that we all have in Christ. I am so thankful for the
generous welcome that has been extended to me over these past few weeks.
Thank you for helping make Bentonville start to feel like home. I look forward to growing
in our love of Jesus Christ together in this next season.
Many Thanks,
Katie Flood

College Care Packages
College Care Package Donations
The youth group will be assembling care packages for our college students on October
18th! In order to keep things as safe as possible, we will be collecting gift cards to send to
each of the students. If you are interested in donating a gift card, they can be dropped off
at the church on Thursday, October 8th and 15th from 8am-4pm. If you have any
questions, please contact Katie Flood at kflood@fpcbentonville.org
College Student Care Package Recipients
The youth group will be sending out care packages on October 18th! If you are a parent
of a college-aged student, please send a quick email to Katie Flood at
kflood@fpcbentonville.org with your college-aged student’s name and mailing
information.

Adult Faith Building
WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm, continuing through October 14
The Confession of Belhar
This class combines continued conversations on two subjects:
our study of the Book of Confessions, and our growing concern over issues of racial
injustice. However, previous participation in classes and discussions is not necessary for
this study. The Confession of Belhar is the most recent document to be added to the
Constitution of the PCUSA, approved in 2016 (though it was written decades earlier in
South Africa). This was intended as a
corrective affirmation of faith at a time when the church had been complicit in systemic
racism. We will explore the context in which it was written as well as its ramifications for
our faith today.
The class is led by the pastors and members of the Adult Christian Education team. It
meets by Zoom at 6:30pm on Wednesdays for one hour, through October 14. Please
register by calling or emailing the church office so that we can get the study guide to you
and send you the Zoom link for the class. 479-273-5450,
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
SUNDAYS at 4 :00pm, continuing through November 8
Children of Abraham
Did you know that the Abraham found in the Old Testament Bible was actually the father
of 3 major religions? His descendants are directly connected with Judaism and Islam as
well Christianity. Abraham lived around 2000-1800 BCE, and his descendants from the
patriarchs through Moses were central in the development of Judaism around 1250 BCE.
Then moving forward, Abraham’s descendants in the first century CE, through Jesus of
Nazareth, planted the seeds of Christianity. Finally in the 7th century CE, Mohammed,
another descendant of Moses, formed the religion we know of as Islam.
This a nine week online study of the events surrounding the formation of these three
religions, what they have in common, and where they differ. We invite you to join us as we
explore the origins and stories in a manner that will be both entertaining and interesting.
This will help us to understand and reflect on our Christian
faith, and appreciate the connections we have with others.
The class is led by Denny Rogers. It will meet by Zoom at 4pm on Sundays for one hour,
through November 8. Please register by calling or emailing the church office so that we can
send you the Zoom link. 479-273-5450, administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.or

See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
Long before Halloween trick-or-treated its way to the number two position of favorite U.S. holidays,
October 31st became synonymous with Martin Luther’s supposed kickstart of the Great Reformation.
The Great Reformation no more began on October 31, 1517, than adulthood commences on the morning
of one’s twenty-first birthday.[1] It does however serve as a convenient place marker, a convenient
moment to look both after and, especially before, in examination of the Great Reformation, Protestantism,
and its reflexive music. To look briefly at the music of post Wittenberg, we must look at the periReformation and the forces driving Luther, and others, forward.
According to the post-Rome, Holy Roman Catholic Church, earthly authority resided solely in God’s chosen
emissary, the Pope. This accepted illusion of authority provided relative stability in all European affairs. In
1378, this stability was shattered when two claims to the papacy, Italy’s Urban VI, and France’s Clement VII,
led armies to war. This issue would not be resolved until 1418, but the damage was done. If God could
not decide who was the arbitrator of affairs both religious and civil, then where did the authority of the
church reside?
Concurrently, Western Europe faced an equal, if not superior, world view to the south, the Ottoman
Empire. The fall of Constantinople and the entrance of Moorish forces sent Greek scholars fleeing with the
works of notaries such as Homer, Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, and Roman writers such as Ovid. This,
along with the sophisticated scientific and mathematical knowledge of the Arab-Islamic culture, injected
more knowledge than Medieval Europe had imagined. The fear of military conquest by the Ottomans
(their forces briefly entered Vienna) was the impetus behind the dissolution of small, local fiefdoms, and
the forming of larger, more centralized organizations resembling nation-states. These events of the late
14th and 15th centuries led the people of the peri-Reformation to reconsider the Church, the state and
the entire social and economic order.[2] With the shift of allegiance to a distant ruler or monarch,
residents increasingly became more self sufficient. Serfs moved to villages and cities. Money—not land
and blood—became the the basis of power. A middle class sprung up, bringing with it a new sense of
independence and freedom. The nuclear family replaced the tribe or clan. A “new thing” indeed.
Martin Luther’s shot across the bow of Mother Church could better be described as one part of a larger
volley. Contributions to this sea of change began with John Wycamp’s utilization of the newly invented
Guttenberg press, followed by writings on sound governance, and Copernicus’s heliocentric solar system.
All kept the “new thing” momentum going. As a professor and clergy embedded in the church, Luther’s
protests were more links in a chain slowly cutting off the Medieval world from the new.

________________________________________________
[1] Phyllis Tickle, The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing and Why (Baker Books, 2008), 43
[2] Tickle, The Great Emergence, 50

As a musician, Martin Luther greatly admired complex polyphony, but also believed in the educational and
ethical power of music and wanted the entire congregation to take part in the music of the service.[3]
While larger churches mostly retained the Latin liturgy, smaller congregations adopted a German Mass,
the Deutsche Messe, omitting large elements and adapting chant to German. Although Luther never
intended his German Mass to become the standard for Lutheran congregations—indeed, Latin was
retained in some congregations into the 18th century—the popularity of the vernacular gradually
superseded Latin.
The strophic chorale, or hymn, became the standard in congregational singing. In its earliest use, only a
tune and text were used. Melodies were generally simple, with notes in uniform length, following the
natural cadence of the language with the congregation singing only the melody. Luther is credited with
writing many chorale texts and tunes, most notably, Ein’ feste Burg ist unser Gott (A Mighty Fortress is Our
God). Popular songs were given new, sacred lyrics, a process called contrafacta.[4] A well-known example
is Heinrich Isaac’s “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden), originally entitled
“Innsbruck, Now I Must Leave Thee.”
It is impossible to minimize Martin Luther’s impact on the Protestant church and on the Arts. Some
subsequent denominations, such as Calvinist/Presbyterian, exhibited a slow acceptance of innovations in
music beyond the singing of the Psaltery, while others expanded on music ideas. However, by opening the
Bible to all Christians, Luther’s cry of “Sola Scriptura, Scriptura Sola” resonated as a symbol of
independence and innovation.[5] Sacred music exploded with new and transplanted styles. Luther’s
important part of the larger Great Reformation not only opened the scriptures to all, it ushered in a crisp
new musical gust of wind that blows still today. While the biquincentennial upheaval of the Great
Reformation ignited conflict and war, it also lit the fuse of science and logic, giving rise to the
Enlightenment and our fragile republic. May we all pray that, as the next 500-year disruption is likely upon
us, God’s Spirit ushers us through the tumult in peace and optimism.

________________________________________________
[3] Grout, Jay, A History of Western Music, 5th edition, WW Norton and Co., 1996, pg 239
[4] The popular myth of many Lutheran chorales originating as “bar tunes” continues. “Popular” is better
described as culturally acceptable, published music.
[5] In light of contemporary suspicion and disagreement about the substance of Luther’s statement, Tickle
reports some see a fleshly pope replaced with a paper one

Brian Breeding,
Director of Music

Online Church Directory
One of the great features of our website (www.fpcbentonville.org), is our online Church
Directory. It is available on your computer and as an app on your cell phone. This is a
brand new directory system that is much more user friendly than our previous online
directory.
We need your help to make sure it is accurate and complete. So, we are asking all of our
members to:
Go to our website, look under MYFPC, and click on CHURCHDIRECTORY on the drop
down menu. If you have logged in before and created your password, just click
ACCESS THE CHURCH DIRECTORY, and it will take you right to the directory.
If you have not signed in to use the Church Directory before, there are simple
instructions that will walk you through creating a login and password (using the email
address that the church has for you), and verification via your email. Once that is
complete, then click on ACCESS THE CHURCH DIRECTORY.
If you would like to add the Church Directory to your smart phone, iPad or Kindle, you
can get the Instant Church Directory for First Presbyterian Church of Bentonville app
for free through Apple App Store, Google Play Store, or Kindle Fire Store.
Now that you are connected, please check your listing under the Church Directory.
Please verify the information, make any corrections using the EDIT button, and even
add a picture.
If you are unable to access the directory with your email address please contact Amanda
Hayes at administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org and she will assist you in gaining
access.
Thank you for making our Church Directory a great resource for keeping us connected
and communicating together!

Pandemic Response

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Session Highlights from September
The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their September meetings:
Electronic meeting on September 8:
The Session voted via email to call a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 20 at 6:30pm to
elect the next class of church officers and other elected positions. The meeting will be held in the south
parking lot at church (with distanced seating and masks), and also via Zoom, with a vespers service
immediately following.
Stated meeting on September 28 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was opened with a reading from Romans 8:26-28 and prayer.
The Session welcomed guests Financial Manager Lindsey Hood, and Director of Children and Youth
Ministries Katie Flood to the meeting.
The Session reviewed the consolidated proposed budget for 2021, with each ministry budget area
commenting on their draft budget portion with opportunity for discussion. After discussion of the
whole budget, the consolidated proposed budget for 2021 was approved, pending a clerical
correction and additional input from My Friends and Me.
Approved outdoor evening vespers services on October 4 at 6:00pm, and October 18 (time tbd).
Elected Elders Linda Freeman and Cheryl Wright to serve as FPC’s Elder Commissioners to the 145th
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas on Friday and Saturday, October 23-24, hosted by
First United Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville via Zoom. Presbytery meetings are always open;
with the meeting via Zoom, it is even easier for anyone who would like to attend as a guest to do so.
The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world. The next stated meeting
will be Monday, October 26 at 6pm via Zoom.
As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the church office.

The Session of FPC and ministry areas:
Class of 2020
Amanda Coleman (Children)
Lance de la Rosa (Stew./Fin.)
Susan Fraser (Youth)
Roy Horan (Communication)
Tina James (Fellowship)
Jenna Solomon (Youth)

Class of 2021
Nathan Adams (Worship/Music)
Janet Atwood (Christian Ed
Brad Kingsley (Communication)
Pam Ramaker (Long Range Plan)
Clark Tedrick (Mission)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears
Pastors: Rev. Katie Cummings (Moderator), Rev. Georgia Senor

Class of 2022
Krystle Foster (Mission)
Linda Freeman (My Friends & Me)
Harry James (Property)
Sarah Semrow (Personnel)
Cheryl Wright (Worship/Music)

Finance

Food Pantry Update
For the first 3 weeks of September, we served 136 families with 572 individuals. We
distributed 19,578 pounds of food. Families can come to us for food once a calendar
month. We are open every Saturday and are starting to load cars at 8:30 and continue
until 11. We are using a drive-thru process from the south portico. We load food onto
carts and wheel those carts from Fellowship Hall to the south portico. There the food is
loaded into cars according to the size of the family.
We need BOXES! Please consider leaving your on-line shopping boxes with us. Also, if
you know of a source for boxes, please email landdmurphy@gmail.com. The ideal size is
a ream of paper or banker's box. Leave your boxes at the north Fellowship Hall door or
bring them Fridays 9-10:30 or Saturday mornings 8:30-11.
The pantry needs :
cereal - boxes with 8 servings are better for us than a large bag
canned vegetables
toothbrushes
deoderant
You can leave these at the front (south) door of the church in a bin or bring them on
Fridays 9-10 or Saturdays 8-11 at the north door of Fellowship Hall.
Please use the Sign-Up Genius links below to register for a volunteer job. Dates are
available through October. In order to keep the volunteers safe and healthy and to
continue to operate our pantry, we are limiting the workers in Fellowship Hall to 10, per
the CDC guidelines, and we have fabric home-sewn masks, hand santiziers and gloves
available.
Greeter: 2 needed to greet clients in their cars and pass out clipboards.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-greeter
Loader: 2 needed to load food into the trunk of the client's car.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-loader
Sanitizer: 1 needed to clean carts and clipboards after each use.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-loader
Cart Filler: 10 needed to work in Fellowship Hall to fill carts with food.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-cart
Personal Care Distributor: 2 needed to work outside, beside car drive thru lane to
distribute personal care items
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-personal

Presbyterian Women
Join us for Bible study Oct 8 and every 2nd Thursday via Zoom. Each session
will be recorded so those that cannot attend can listen at their leisure. We will
have a social time at 9:30 and start the Bible study at 10. Email Laura at
fleetwoodlaura1@gmail.com to get the zoom info.
Our Mission Project is to provide special items for the Moms at Havenwood on
their birthdays. Havenwood helps single mothers and their children move from
crisis to self-sufficiency. They have 15 families at their facility in Bentonville and
serve 7 off-site. You can leave items at the front door of church in a black bin
or mail a check to Linda Murphy (2360 Emanuel Lane, Little Flock, AR 72756).
Items needed:
razors
chapstick
hand lotion
fancy soap
nail polish
If you are comfortable with packing these bags in Fellowship Hall, please
contact Linda Murphy at landdmurphy@gmail.com.

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by October 26, 2020
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes;
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

