Here's What's Happening
Sunday Worship
10:15 am via Facebook Live
and YouTube

Phone 479.273.5450
(answered Monday - Friday
8 am - 4 pm)

November 1- All Saints Sunday
Worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube, with The Lord's
Supper
J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm
Youth Group virtual Youthquake at 4:30pm
Drive-In Evening Vespers service at 6:00pm

Email
info@fpcbentonville.org

Website

November 3
Election Day (our church is a polling place)

November 8

www.fpcbentonville.org

Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube

(church calendar found

J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm

under My FPC)

Youth Group at 4:00pm
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
(in person by appointment
only)

November 15 - Pledge Dedication Sunday
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube
J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Youth Group at 4:00pm
Drive-In Evening Vespers service at 6:00pm

For more information about
upcoming events, please
contact us, visit our website,
or find us on Facebook.

November 22
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube
J St. Kids/Club456 via Zoom at 1:00pm
Youth Group at 4:00pm

Each week, the FPC Food
Pantry sets up Fridays at

November 23-27
My Friends and Me Learning Center closed

9am, and is open Saturdays
from 9-11am

November 26
Thanksgiving Day

November 26-27
Church office closed

November 29 - First Sunday in Advent
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook and YouTube
Adult Sunday School via Zoom at 4:00pm

Dear Church Family,
Last week, a few staff members and I were making a wide circle of chairs for our masked and distanced
communications meeting. We sat down. Pastor Georgia looked at me, and with all kindness and grace
said, “Pastor Katie, your nametag is upside down.”

I had been in a bit of stress and fluster as I was putting on my name tag that morning. The little magnetic
backing had flown off and dropped on the floor along with the name plate. After some searching, I found
them both, picked them up and put it into place without checking.
At Pastor Georgia’s kind words, I looked down, and sure enough, I saw my name looking up at me. I
sighed, and turned my name tag right side up again. As I did, I thought of how many things feel upside
down during these long months of pandemic. And I thought of how grateful I was for Pastor Georgia and
a kind word of grace and truth that helped restore at least a small part of my upside-down-ness on that
day.
As we move into this month of Thanksgiving, many of us are likely to be feeling, if not totally upside down,
at least off balance and stressed. Amid ongoing anxiety, rising pandemic, economic hardship, national
tensions and election season, we are not sure when we will feel right side up again. And yet there is
kindness, grace and truth to be found. There is kindness, grace and truth to be enacted. There is
kindness, grace and truth to give thanks for.
In the New Testament, the word “thanksgiving” appears 71 times. We think of thanksgiving especially
when Jesus gathers with his disciples at the Last Supper. Jesus gives thanks to God as he breaks the
bread, blesses the cup, and shares his very life with them and with us. The New Testament word
for giving thanks is “eucharisteo”, from which we get the word “eucharist” for the Lord’s Supper. It is the
giving of thanks for God’s grace – in the bread, in the cup, in the presence of Jesus, in the presence of one
another, in the promise of God’s grace and truth that brings hope out of despair, light out of darkness,
life out of death.
This newsletter bears witness to God’s kindness, grace and truth among us. And we give thanks for every
sighting of it, every embodiment of it. On All Saints’ Sunday on November 1, we will give thanks for the
lives of those members and loved ones who have passed away since last year’s All Saints’ Day. We will
continue to extend care and help to others through the Pandemic Response Fund. We will offer God’s
generosity in support of next year’s ministry budget. We will lift up children and their families during the
holidays through Sharing and Caring. We will continue to worship, to care, to grow, and to serve together
as the body of Christ. There is much to be thankful for!

In these days where so much can make us feel upside down, know that none of us walk alone. We are
part of a church family, with caring friends, deacons, and pastors to listen, to pray, and to support one
another. Please don’t hesitate to contact Pastor Georgia or me if you would like to talk and pray with a
pastor. We walk together in all of the kindness, truth and grace of Jesus Christ. And we give thanks to God
for that hope, light and life.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Katie

Our November Evening Vespers will be Drive-In
services on Sunday, November 1 and 15 at 6:00pm
Join us for a new format for our November outdoor evening vespers services on Sunday,
November 1 and 15 at 6:00pm - a drive-in!
Come to the South parking lot, and you can remain in your car. Tune in to 87.9 on your car
radio to participate in scripture, prayers and music.
For anyone venturing out from their cars during the evening, we will wear masks and
maintain social distancing. Hope to see you there!

On All Saints Sunday, November 1, we remember with gratitude our members and
loved ones who have entered their eternal rest in the past year. These names are
included in prayer during the regular worship service on that day, followed by the
tolling of a bell for each person.

Gary Bourne
Keith Burt
Jan Campbell
Wayne Carlson
Sharon Dorris
Bertha Duncan
Catharine (Cate) Ewing
Richard (Pat) Fleetwood
Jim Hamilton
Nancy Hoback
Sue Huffman
Charles (Chuck) Kovach
Georgina Lawless
Tonya McKiever
Jean Murphy
Ralph Overstreet
Thomas Payne
Alicia Ewing Towster

Sharing and Caring supports families in need during the holidays. One way is by
providing gifts for children through sponsors. FPC is supporting 50 Sharing and
Caring children this year. If you would like to sign up to sponsor a child, please
contact Amanda Hayes (administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org, or 479-2745450) to receive a child’s “wish list” to shop from. Amanda will email you the child’s
ID number and wish list. Sharing and Caring suggests a spending limit of $100 per
child.
Please put your unwrapped gifts in a clear plastic bag provided at drop off time,
with the child’s ID number written clearly on the bag. You may come and drop off
at the main entrance at the church (ring the bell and someone will meet you at the
door) at the following times between now and the Thursday, December 3 deadline:
Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30am
Thursdays, 8:00am -4:00pm
Saturdays, 9-11am (except for 11/21)

Light a Candle - Home Advent Wreaths
Reserve by November 15
The season of Advent begins this year on Sunday, November 29. To facilitate your
experience of Advent worship at home, we are offering home Advent kits, to be picked
up at church toward the end of November. The Advent kit includes a set of five candles, a
tree-slice base with drilled candle slots (made by church deacon John Whiting), and a
handout with prayers and scripture for each week. With an Advent wreath and candles at
home, you will be able to light the candles for each week during our online worship
services as you follow along. Please reserve your set by calling or emailing the church
office: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org, 479-273-5450.
Some of you may be using your tree-slice base from previous years. Let us know if you are
reserving:
1. Candle set only (with prayer and scripture handout)
-OR2. Tree-base AND candle set (with prayer and scripture
handout)
Reserved kits will be available (with your name on them) in bins on the porch of the
church for pick-up starting November 20.
PLEASE RESERVE BY NOVEMBER 15 to ensure we prepare enough kits!

Pathways to Serving - Financial Stewardship
Pledge Dedication Sunday is November 15
Our 2021 Stewardship Season is underway!
The Session has been active over the past several months, working with all of the
church’s ministries and committees to reflect on 2020 and also to plan for 2021 -knowing that we will continue to be creative and innovative as we do ministry together in
these challenging times. The Session has put together a proposed 2021 Operating
Budget to support the mission and ministry of the church in the coming year.
In the coming weeks, here is what to look for from the Stewardship Team:
The first week of November, the Stewardship team will send out information to the
congregation that includes the proposed budget, along with explanatory notes about
changes from last year’s budget.
On Tuesday, November 10, there will be an opportunity to gather via Zoom at 6pm with
members of the Finance and Stewardship Committee to ask any questions you may have
about next year’s proposed budget. Look for registration for that Zoom time in upcoming
eblasts.
Sunday, November 15 is Pledge Dedication Sunday. We will offer our church financial
commitments for 2021 to God, for the support and growth of the ministries of this
congregation as we carry out Christ’s calling together.
Then in December, the Session will meet to reflect on the pledges received from the
congregation, and pass a final version of our 2021 budget.
Thank you, church family, for your faithfulness and generosity in your financial support of
the church’s ministry – in years past, throughout this year, and as we look ahead to the
coming year. We know that God will provide all that we need to fulfill our ministry.
- from the Finance and Stewardship Committee: Lance de la Rosa, Bob Boehmler, and
Tom Butrynski; staff resources Lindsey Hood and Pastor Katie

Pandemic Response: The Winter Ahead
Covid-19 continues to impact our community as we transition from the fall season and
look to the winter months ahead. We are currently working with families to assist them
during this difficult period and many are struggling to pay utilities, rent and the monthly
expenses that are accumulated. The winter months expenses will be even more
demanding for these families and we want to be prepared to help provide for these
increased needs.
To make this possible, we are asking for your help.
Our congregation has generously supported the PRF over the past several months and
we are thankful for your contributions. If you are a first time contributor or you have
previously donated to the PRF, those in need are blessed to have your support.
Thank you,
The PRF committee:
Bill Rice, Cie Cochran, Dave Richards, Brad Kingsley, Lance De la Rosa, Clark Tedrick &
Pastor Georgia Senor.

Photo credit: Branimir Balogovic

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW

Contributions will be used to help...
Households and individuals within our church family
Needs that arise within the local community
FPC partner organizations
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Adult Faith Building
“Peace, Justice, Joy, and Salvation”
An Advent Bible study offered through Zoom, in two different time slots

All are invited to take part in this Advent discussion of the gifts of God – peace, justice, joy
and salvation – as we prepare for God’s greatest gift to us, the birth of Immanuel, God with
us. Through passages from the book of Isaiah, we will look at the transformative power of
these gifts in our lives. Discussions will be led by members of the Adult Faith Formation
team. This is a downloadable study from well-known author Cynthia Campbell. No cost to
participants.
We are offering this four-part series in two time slots. Just choose the one that best fits
your schedule. Register through the church office, so that we can send you the Bible
study each week and the Zoom link for the discussion group.
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org or 479-273-5450.
For questions, please contact Janet Atwood at 479-685-1681.
(choose one)
TRACK 1 Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm - Nov. 18, Dec. 2, 9, 16 (skipping the week
of Thanksgiving)
TRACK 2: Sunday afternoons at 4:00pm – Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20 (the four Sundays of
Advent)

Greetings from Katie Flood
Something To Be Thankful For
There’s no denying that the past year has thrown many challenges at all of us. In times of
uncertainty and discouragement, it is tempting to think that nothing will ever go right
again. It’s difficult to persevere through a season with so many unknowns. We long for
the known. We long for connection. We long for things as they should be. This longing is a
natural part of what it means to live in a broken world. In the midst of a long and trying
season, we are confronted with our innate need for things to be set right.
Thankfully, we worship a God who never leaves us alone. Through the ups and downs of
life, God is with us. God continues to be actively involved in the world and actively
involved in each of our lives no matter what. Scripture tells us that, “neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither present nor future nor any powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39, NIV) Throughout every circumstance,
we are always surrounded by the love of Christ.
I pray that as we continue to navigate this uncharted season, that we would take some
time to be thankful for this truth. I pray that we will never forget how deeply loved we are
by the God of the universe and that this God promises to be with us always.
Blessings,
Katie Flood
Director of Children and Youth Ministries

Youth Group
Youth group will meet on November 1st for our monthly Youthquake event with the
presbytery youth! We will meet in the fellowship hall from 4:30-6:00pm on November 1st!
On Sunday, November 15th from 4-5:30pm, we will begin our preparation for Youth
Sunday, which will be in February! Join us as we learn about worship leading.
We will not be meeting on November 29th! We hope that you have a wonderful
Thanksgiving and use this extra time to spend some quality time with your family!

Fall Gathering October 25
Thank you to everyone who came out to our Fall Gathering. It was so great to see
everyone’s (masked) faces last weekend! Thanks for celebrating this fall season with us!
We look forward to seeing you soon!

First place in the pumpkin decorating
contest: Preslea Coleman

Honorable Mention in the pumpkin
decorating contest: DeMania Family

Second place in the pumpkin
decorating contest: Hank Jones

Third place in the pumpkin
decorating contest:Thia Cochran

Online Church Directory
One of the great features of our website (www.fpcbentonville.org), is our online Church
Directory. It is available on your computer and as an app on your cell phone. This is a
brand new directory system that is much more user friendly than our previous online
directory.
We need your help to make sure it is accurate and complete. So, we are asking all of our
members to:
Go to our website, look under MYFPC, and click on CHURCHDIRECTORY on the drop
down menu. If you have logged in before and created your password, just click
ACCESS THE CHURCH DIRECTORY, and it will take you right to the directory.
If you have not signed in to use the Church Directory before, there are simple
instructions that will walk you through creating a login and password (using the email
address that the church has for you), and verification via your email. Once that is
complete, then click on ACCESS THE CHURCH DIRECTORY.
If you would like to add the Church Directory to your smart phone, iPad or Kindle, you
can get the Instant Church Directory for First Presbyterian Church of Bentonville app
for free through Apple App Store, Google Play Store, or Kindle Fire Store.
Now that you are connected, please check your listing under the Church Directory.
Please verify the information, make any corrections using the EDIT button, and even
add a picture.
If you are unable to access the directory with your email address please contact Amanda
Hayes at administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org and she will assist you in gaining
access.
Thank you for making our Church Directory a great resource for keeping us connected
and communicating together!

Four Score and More
As we celebrate members who achieve the milestone of eighty years old, this year we
welcome Dave & Laura Fleetwood and Dean & Pat Hagemeier to the “Four Score and
More” Club. They were presented with a mini bundt cake from Nothing Bundt Cakes and
a card from our FPC family. We appreciate the wisdom and service they provide for our
church family. They continue to be a real blessing to our church, and we want to say
“THANK YOU!”

Session Highlights from October
The Session continues to meet via Zoom. Here are some highlights from their October meetings:
Stated meeting on October 26 at 6:00pm via Zoom:
The meeting was opened with a reading from Psalm 108 and prayer. The Session welcomed guests
Financial Manager Lindsey Hood, Director of Children and Youth Ministries Katie Flood, and My Friends
and Me Committee Moderator Jeanne Boehmler to the meeting.
Along with regular ministry reports, the Session received a report from Cheryl Wright, Elder
Commissioner to the 145th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas. The Session approved:
COVID Guidelines for meetings held at the church, prepared by the Healthy Church Team
Outdoor Evening Vespers services on November 1 and 15 at 6:00pm, in a drive-in format
A “Service of Solace” in the sanctuary on December 13, come and go from 2-5pm.
Updates to the part time AV Tech and Communications Support position, search in process
A budget line for My Friends and Me support in the 2021 proposed operating budget
The meeting was closed with prayers for individuals, the church, and the world. The next stated meeting
will be Monday, November 23 at 6pm via Zoom.
As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the church office.

The Session of FPC and ministry areas:
Class of 2020
Amanda Coleman (Children)
Lance de la Rosa (Stew./Fin.)
Susan Fraser (Youth)
Roy Horan (Communication)
Tina James (Fellowship)
Jenna Solomon (Youth)

Class of 2021
Nathan Adams (Worship/Music)
Janet Atwood (Christian Ed
Brad Kingsley (Communication)
Pam Ramaker (Long Range Plan)
Clark Tedrick (Mission)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears
Pastors: Rev. Katie Cummings (Moderator), Rev. Georgia Senor

Class of 2022
Krystle Foster (Mission)
Linda Freeman (My Friends & Me)
Harry James (Property)
Sarah Semrow (Personnel)
Cheryl Wright (Worship/Music)

Session Approved COVID Guidelines for Meetings
At the October 26 stated meeting, the Session approved COVID uidelines prepared by the Healthy
Church Team for in person meetings at the church with restrictions. The purpose of the guidelines is to
allow limited in person meetings in designated spaces, with limitations on number of people and
length of time, in as safe a manner as possible.
The COIVD Guidelines include:
Groups planning to meet must schedule a reservation through Amanda Hayes
(administrative.assistant@fpcbetnonville.org) no less than 7 days before the meeting time.
Only one group may meet in each designated space per morning and afternoon time frames to
allow for air circulation and disinfection. Group leaders are responsible for adhering to safety
protocols and accurate recordkeeping of participant logs.
All who enter the building will fill out the Covid-19 Screening Questionnaire provided by the church,
and do a temperature check. Masks and social distancing of at least 6 feet are required.
Meetings will be allowed in the Welcome Hall, Library, and Fellowship Hall with limits on number of
participants and length of time for each space. The youth rooms adjacent to Fellowship Hall, and the
South hall classrooms are not currently available. The Sanctuary and Chapel are available only on
special request and approval from the church.
Groups meeting outdoors will not have building access.
A copy of the complete COVID Guidelines is available from the church office. We are grateful to the
Healthy Church Team for their good work: Harry James, Cheryl Wright, Roy Horan, Josh Johnson, Brad
Kingsley, Sarah Semrow, Pastor Katie and Pastor Georgia.

Presbytery Meeting Highlights - October 24-25, 2020
145th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas, via Zoom, hosted by FUPC, Fayetteville
Many thanks to our Elder Commissioners Cheryl Wright and Linda Freeman for serving on behalf of FPC
at the Presbytery meeting, along with 153 others who were registered. On Friday evening, Moderator
Rev. Marion Humphrey (pastor at Allison Presbyterian Church in Little Rock) welcomed everyone, and
introduced the preacher for evening worship, Judge and Rev. Wendell Griffen. The offering during
worship was given to the Community Family Enrichment Center in Arkadelphia.
On Saturday, General Presbyter Rev. Stewart Smith and other Presbytery staff brought greetings in the
roles of Star Trek characters. The Future of the Church Committee described grants awarded that
helped churches with new signage, sound systems, and more to better reach their communities.
Presbytery Youth Ministry shared a video highlighting personal testimonies and new ways the youth
across our congregations are engaging, as well as a new mission statement: “We embody Christ’s love
by fostering lifelong relationships centered on the call for justice and peace for all of God’s children. We
do so by equipping ministries to engage in the work of empowering youth, college-aged, and young
adults to work for the betterment of God’s kingdom in the church and beyond”.rateful to the Healthy
Church Team for their good work: Harry James, Cheryl Wright, Roy Horan, Josh Johnson, Brad Kingsley,
Sarah Semrow, Pastor Katie and Pastor Georgia.
Reports were given by Rev. Ruskin Falls and Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell, Presbytery of Arkansas
Commissioners to the 224th General Assembly meeting held in June. Concerns were noted as to the
restrictions placed due to the pandemic, and the challenges of Zoom for extended discussion
and discernment. Of the 137 items presented for consideration only 30 items were deemed critical and
acted upon by the General Assembly. They are hopeful for an in person 225th General Assembly in
2022.
TheCommittee on Ministry gave thanks for the ministry of pastors who have retired (Rev. Dennis Ritchie,
Rev. Terry Tallent, and Rev. Dr. Lacy Sellars), as well as those who have passed away during 2020 (Rev.
Alan Ford, Rev. Dr. Jerry Rice, Rev. Ken Upham, and Rev. David Dyer). The Committee on Preparation for
Ministry presented Jeannie Corbitt of FPC Conway who was accepted as a Candidate, and Laura
Thompson of FPC Rogers who was enrolled as an Inquirer in the ordination process. The Committee on
Administration, along with Treasurer Bob Boehmler, reported a clean audit of financial records for 2019;
a “flat” budget for 2021 compared to 2020.
Judge Rev. Wendell Griffen led an hour-long theological discussion on the present-day challenges of
social justice. Using insights and inspiration from the “Star Trek” television show of the 1960s as a
prophetic vision for diversity and inclusion, Rev. Griffen urged the church toward prophetic action. A
short question and answer session followed.
For videos and information from the Presbytery meeting, including a video of greetings from churches
across the Presbytery (including ours!), and all kinds of other good information in general, go to the
Presbytery website at www.presbyark.org.

Light a candle on December 13

“Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.”
The deacons of our church are hosting a drop-in version of our annual Service of Solace.
The sanctuary will be open from 2pm – 5pm on Sunday afternoon, December 13. You
are welcome to stop in for just a few minutes, or stay as long as you like. Quiet music will
accompany your personal time as you sit in the pews of our beautiful sanctuary. You are
invited to light a candle to place on the chancel to represent your prayers, or leave a
written prayer request. Pastors and deacons will be available for personal prayer or
conversation. The main door will be hosted by a deacon for temperature checks, and we
ask that everyone wear a mask and respect social distancing. The three hour span will
allow for sufficient spacing of attendees.
We know that many of you will be comforted by the opportunity to spend time within the
peaceful space of our sanctuary, as we have been physically absent from it for so long.
This is also a time to release the concerns of this season into God’s care. All are welcome.
“Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight”
(lyrics are from O Little Town of Bethlehem; photo by Jarl Schmidt)

LUX
Less than 100 years ago everyone worldwide could look up at night and see a sky
filled with stars. Candles, lamps, and fires barely pushed the darkness back. Rising
above villages, towns, and cites, the early Christian church painted a picture of heaven
on earth and humanity’s aspirations to heaven. More theory than practice, the early
church represented sanctuary against the darkness of turmoil and war.
Candles lit a path toward the image of God on earth.
Consider: when was the last time you experienced complete and total darkness in nature? Artificial light,
now considered pollution in many areas, obscures the beauty of the night sky. The satellite photo below,
from the University of Colorado Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences aptly
illuminates the ever-present glow of electric light.

In the developed world today, lighting a candle carries more emotional and cultural weight than a century
ago. We light scented candles in our personal spaces to create a mood or for symbolic meaning as with
Advent Wreaths. Today, we think nothing of flipping on the light switch as we walk into a dark room. But
only a few generations back, candles were an absolute necessity like food and water. So, it is no surprise
that candles are seldom mentioned in sacred music. Rather, we hear repeated lyrics of the protective
source of light that is the Christ. The seventh century hymn “Conditor alme siderum,” (Creator of the stars
of night) written for Vespers during Advent proclaims: “Creator of the stars of night, Thy people’s
everlasting light, Jesu, Redeemer, save us all, and hear Thy servants when they call.”
Here is a setting by Medieval composer Guillaume du Fay.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NexkLLP56q4
“Christ as the Light of the world” -types of lyrics taken directly from scripture, resonates through the
centuries. The anonymous text O Nata Lux, although written for the Feast of Transfiguration, states “O
Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, with loving-kindness deign to receive suppliant praise
and prayer. Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh for the sake of the lost, grant us to be
members of thy blessed body,” is still appropriate amid the dark winter leading to Christmas. American
composer Morton Lauridson wrote this stunning setting.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AI9P6HoiJy8&feature=emb_logo

Contemporary composer Eric Whitacre aptly musically paints shimmering bands of light in his Lux
Aurumque. While the lyrics easily could have originated 500 years ago in a European cathedral, they
originated from the pen of contemporary poet Edward Esch. The new-born babe is bathed in golden light,
sung to by the angels. “Light, warm and heavy as pure gold and angels sing softly to the new-born
babe.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0j2JRcC6wBs
Our last music example is the newly composed extended Christmas work Lux: The Dawn from on High by
Dan Forrest. For chorus and orchestra, it explores various facets of LUX (Latin for “light”), in texts ranging
from ancient liturgical chant to Scripture to modern poetry. Ranging from texts on the promise of future
light, it moves through metaphors for light shining in the darkness, to a melding of musical motives for
light of the sky with the angels “Glory to God in the highest,” and ends with an ancient evening hymn.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ly_leYhUVrU&feature=emb_logo
This month Advent begins on November 29. Each Sunday in Advent we will light a candle, not merely to
mark time until Christmas, but to remind ourselves of the message shared so many centuries ago, a
message of hope, peace, joy, and love. So light your candles each Sunday, and let them remind you to
bring into a desperate world the light of Christ.
Brian Breeding,
Director of Music

Presbyterian Women
Join us for Bible study November 12 and every 2nd Thursday via Zoom. Each
session will be recorded so those that cannot attend can listen at their leisure.
We will have a social time at 9:30 and start the Bible study at 10. Email Laura
at fleetwoodlaura1@gmail.com to get the zoom info.
Lesson 3 is Women's Lament In the Bible, we read examples of women
bearing the burden of lament and also of women leading the people in
celebration. Join us to discuss this topic.
Every November, Presbyterian Women are thankful for God's blessings and
give back to people in our community and around the world. Twenty grant
recipients are chosen from every synod and internationally. A list of these grant
recipients is available at
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/support
mission/thank offering/
You can contribute to these mission projects by sending a check to our church,
and on the memo line put PW Thank offering.
In October, Presbyterian Women gathered to assemble Birthday bags for the
women at Havenwood!

Sacred Space: Our Chapel and Columbarium
Many of you have spent quiet moments sitting in our church’s chapel, located just to the
left after entering the main doors. The chapel contains beautiful stained glass and a Celtic
cross as the focal point. It is also home to the final physical resting place for many of our
dearly departed. The columbarium in our chapel has available niches to reserve, for you
or your loved ones, as you make end-of-life decisions.
You may not have heard the word “columbarium” or realized what it meant. A
columbarium is a structure with recesses (niches) in the walls to receive and house the
ashes of the deceased who have been cremated. You also might not have realized that
this is offered at our church. Each niche includes a nameplate to memorialize departed
loved ones. Generally, there is a service in the chapel when the cremains are interred, and
then the chapel is available later for personal visits, to sit in peaceful remembrance and
prayer. By reserving your niche ahead of time, you can greatly reduce the stress on your
loved ones, and know you are being taken care of in line with your wishes.
For more information on arrangements and cost, you can contact any of the members of
our Columbarium Committee, or call Amanda in the church office to pick up brochure and
reservation form.
Denny Rogers
Steve Bailey
Elizabeth Horne
Cheryl Wright
Dick Macartney
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servants.

Food Pantry Update
For the first 3 weeks of October, we served 154 families with 673 individuals. We
distributed more than 10 tons of food. Families can come to us for food once a calendar
month. We are open every Saturday and start to load cars at 8:30 and continue until 11.
We are using a drive-thru process from the south portico. We load food onto carts and
wheel those carts from Fellowship Hall to the south portico. There the food is loaded into
cars according to the
We need BOXES! Please consider leaving your on-line shopping boxes with us. Also, if
you know of a source for boxes, please email landdmurphy@gmail.com. The ideal size is
a ream of paper or banker's box. Leave your boxes at the north Fellowship Hall door or
bring them Fridays 9-10:30 or Saturday mornings 8:30-11.
The pantry needs :
cereal - boxes with 8 servings are better for us than a large bag
canned vegetables
deodorant
laundry soap
You can leave these at the front (south) door of the church in a bin or bring them on
Fridays 9-10 or Saturdays 8-11 at the north door of Fellowship Hall.
Please use the Sign-Up Genius links below to register for a volunteer job. Dates are
available through November 21. In order to keep the volunteers safe and healthy and to
continue to operate our pantry, we are limiting the workers in Fellowship Hall to 10, per
the CDC guidelines, and we have fabric home-sewn masks, hand santiziers and gloves
available.
Greeter: 2 needed to greet clients in their cars and pass out clipboards.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-greeter
Loader: 2 needed to load food into the trunk of the client's car.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-loader
Sanitizer: 1 needed to clean carts and clipboards after each use.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-loader
Cart Filler: 10 needed to work in Fellowship Hall to fill carts with food.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-cart
Personal Care Distributor: 2 needed to work outside, beside car drive thru lane to
distribute personal care items
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-personal

We are expecting to have turkeys to hand out on Nov. 21. If so, we will need
many volunteers for that day. Last year we saw 144 families.
PLEASE USE THESE SIGNUPS FOR NOV 21:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-cart1
push filled carts to parking lot and get empty ones (7)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-fill
put food onto cars, inside (10)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-greeter1
distribute clipboards and check info, work outside (4)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-loaders
Load food into cars, outside (4)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4fada72ca57-traffic
Work outside to direct cars (3)

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our monthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by November 23, 2020
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: Katie Flood; kflood@fpcbentonville.org
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes;
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

