Sunday Worship
10:15 am via Facebook Live
and YouTube

Here's What's Happening
July 4
Scout Parking Lot Fundraiser

Phone 479.273.5450
Email
info@fpcbentonville.org

Website
www.fpcbentonville.org

July 5
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube, with
The Lord's Supper

July 7
Called Session meeting 6pm via Zoom to review ministry
adaptations

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

July 8
Adult Faith Building discussion of the movie "Just Mercy", via
Zoom at 6:30pm

For more information
about upcoming events,

July 12
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube

please contact us, visit
our website, or find us on
Facebook.

July 19
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and YouTube

July 22
Adult Faith Building movie discussion, via Zoom at 6:30pm

July 26
Online worship at 10:15am on Facebook Live and You Tube
Evening Vespers outdoors in the south parking lot, 7:00-7:30pm

July 27
Stated Session meeting at 6:00pm via Zoom

Dear church family,
At the end of June, we delivered to our families with age 4-6th graders 5 days of
adventures in a box. It’s called Camp-In-A Box, created by educators and ministry staff at
Ferncliff. Each day is shaped toward learning and experiencing something new together,
with plenty of time outside in God’s good creation, framed with daily scripture, questions,
prayer, and a tangible object to be used in the day’s activities.
As I write, families are just getting started on these 5 days, taking it at their own pace. On
Day 1, the theme is new creation, the scripture is from Psalm 104, and the object is a
magnifying glass. One of the activities is called “Ant’s Eye View”. You are to get on the
ground, and use the magnifying glass to see a whole new creation. The question is, “What
do you see close up that you can’t see far away?”
Sharing from their Day 1, Lindsey George sent this picture to me, with the note, “Everett
found the tiniest slug on a rock in our gnome garden while using the magnifying glass
during our activity today. He would’ve never seen it just standing up.”

I love this so much. A change of posture. An expectation of seeing something new.
The help of a magnifying glass to expand perspective and vision. The joy of
encountering one of God’s beloved beings that would not have happened without
committing time and intention and openness to the venture.

How may God be inviting us to change our posture, our perspective? To seek the help of
the Spirit as we open ourselves to seeing and learning something new? To encounter one
another as God’s beloved, and find joy and hope there?
These days are hard. Exhausting, even. Pandemic, economic upheaval, social tension,
movements for justice and peace, and the anxieties and cares of the unknown and
unresolved in our daily lives. It’s a lot.
In the midst of it all, may we ground ourselves in God’s goodness. May we respond to
God’s invitation to look, to learn, to discover hope and joy in even the tiniest slug because
we might have missed it if we hadn’t been willing to engage in a new way. And as we do,
may we discover that in our looking, and learning, and working, and rejoicing in one
another, we are doing the work of God’s new creation.
Grace and peace,

Update from the Session and the Healthy Church
Team
June 25, 2020
Dear church family,
At their stated meeting on June 23, the Session unanimously approved a recommendation from the
Healthy Church Team that we extend online only worship on Sunday mornings, indefinitely.
We all long for the day when we can gather for in person worship in our sanctuary safely. However, the
Session feels that we are not there yet. Our primary concern is the safety and health of our congregation,
and our community.
In our congregational survey, a significant majority of the responses to the question, “What things should
drive our decision about when to resume meeting in person on Sunday mornings?”, included a need to
see COVID-19 cases in our community on the decline, low, or under control, along with overall concern for
the safety and health of our members of all ages.
Right now, there is not a decline of cases in our community. In fact, the numbers continue to rise. Public
health officials anticipate that the peak of cases is still ahead of us. For this reason, the Session chose to
extend online only worship on Sunday mornings “indefinitely”, rather than set a particular date, and then
have to revise that date yet again.
We know that indoor gatherings for worship create risk, even with precautions. So in an abundance of
care for one another, and with a concern for safety, we will wait to set a date for a return to in person
worship in our sanctuary.
In the meantime, the Healthy Church Team will be meeting every two weeks to consider closely the COVID19 situation in our community. The Session continues to meet twice a month (and more if needed), and
will receive regular updates and recommendations from the Healthy Church Team.
Also, recognizing our need for connection, the Worship Committee is discussing having occasional, brief
outdoor evening vesper services in the coming weeks, as an opportunity to gather in person at a distance
for scripture, prayer, and fellowship.
Let us encourage one another along this journey, as we continue to care and to serve as the Body of
Christ.
Grace and peace,
The Session and the Healthy Church Team
The Session: Amanda Coleman, Lance de la Rosa, Susan Fraser, Roy Horan, Tina James, Jenna Solomon,
Nathan Adams, Janet Atwood, Brad Kingsley, Pam Ramaker, Clark Tedrick, Krystle Foster, Linda Freeman,
Harry James, Sarah Semrow, Cheryl Wright; Pastor Katie Cummings, Pastor Georgia Senor; Clerk of
Session, Virginia Breshears
The Healthy Church Team: Roy Horan, Cheryl Wright,
Nathan Adams, Harry James, Sarah Semrow, Josh Johnson, Pastor Katie, Pastor
Georgia, Z Cooper

Join us for outdoor Evening Vespers on Sunday,
July 26 from 7-7:30pm
Join us as we gather for an Evening Vespers service on Sunday, July 26 at 7:00pm in the
south parking lot at church. We will share Scripture readings, prayer and music in this
outdoor and socially distanced gathering. Bring a lawn chair, Bible, mask and water. This is
an opportunity to gather in person in a safe and nurturing way. Hope to see you there!

Photo credit: Aaron Burden on Unsplash

Pandemic Response

CLICK HERE TO GIVE NOW
For confidential needs contact Pastor Georgia gsenor@fpcbentonville.org
For all other inquiries ctedrick01@gmail.com

Meet Lindsey Hood, our new Financial Manager
We are excited to welcome Lindsey Hood as our new Financial Manager! Lindsay earned
her CPA license in 2014, and in 2005 earned her B.S.B.A. in Public Professional
Accounting from Union University in Jackson, Tennessee. Lindsey has 15 years of
experience in the accounting field. Since 2011, she has served as an accountant for the
City of Springdale. She enjoys working with different teams and learning new things, all
with a commitment to excellence and attention to detail.
Lindsey spent her early years in Washington and Pennsylvania, before her parents settled
in Little Rock, Arkansas which she considers her hometown. Lindsey and her husband
Robert have lived in NWA for 12 years, and are proud parents of two daughters, Emmalyn
(6) and Claire (3). In her spare time, she enjoys being outdoors, spending time with family,
reading books and writing.
Lindsey’s first day with FPC was Monday, June 29. Our current Financial Manager
Catherine Lazo is working with Lindsey for the first few weeks to ensure a solid transition.
Lindsey will receive training on our church database, all financial operations for the
church and My Friends and Me, as well as our budget processes, endowment funds, and
more. Catherine has graciously continued in the Financial Manager role since February,
when she accepted a full time position (previously part time) working remotely with St.
Francis Ministries based in Salina, Kansas. She had committed to continuing until we
found her successor, and no one predicted a pandemic interrupting and extending her
service longer than anticipated! We are so grateful to Catherine and her service to the
church since 2016.
As Lindsey transitions into the position, the contact information for the Financial Manager
will stay the same – financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org,
at the church number, 479-273-5450.
We are grateful for healthy finances, and healthy financial management for our church.
There is much to be thankful for. If you are interested in serving on the Finance and
Stewardship Committee, please be in touch with our Finance Chair, Lance de la Rosa, at
lwdelarosa02@gmail.com.

Congratulations to our FPC Scholarship Recipients
We are so proud of this year’s scholarship recipients, and so grateful for the
educational legacy provided by those who established these scholarships, and
those who continue to keep them vibrant in generous stewardship and giving.
In June, the following scholarships, some with more than one recipient, were
awarded to the following high school graduates to support them in their next
steps in education:
The Jett Scholarship to Sarah Schneringer
The Putnam Scholarship to Sarah Schneringer
The Putnam Scholarship to Jackson Bailey
The Vincent Scholarship to Colin Verdoorn
The Boyd Scholarship to Claire Fraser
The Presbyterian Scholarship to Zach Monroe
The Presbyterian Scholarship to Mackenzie DeMania
The Presbyterian Scholarship to Maddie Breed

Adult Faith Building

Discussion of the movie "Just Mercy"
All are invited to a discussion of the movie “Just Mercy” on Wednesday, July 8th
at 6:30pm via Zoom, hosted by the Adult Christian Ed Committee. “Just Mercy”
is a 2019 drama that tells the true story of Walter McMillian, who, with the help
of young defense attorney Bryan Stevenson, appeals his murder conviction.
The film is based on the memoir of the same name, written by Stevenson. (We
highly recommend the book also!)
Please arrange to watch the movie on your own or with your family in
preparation for our conversation on July 8.
Pastor Katie will lead the discussion. Please contact the church office to sign up
(479-273-5450, administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org ). The Zoom link will
be sent to participants via email. If you need assistance to see the movie or use
Zoom, please call Janet Atwood 479-685-1681. This technology is new to many
of us, but together we can figure it out!

20 Years on J Street!
On Sunday evening, June 14, dozens of congregation members gathered in the
parking lot for a socially-distanced time of fellowship as we celebrated the
20th anniversary of the church’s move from West Central to Northeast J Street.
This was our first in-person fellowship event in several months. Each household
brought their own picnic dinner, lawn chairs, and masks. We had a scripture
reading, prayer, song, and the youth and children rang the church bell. We gave
thanks for God’s provision and guidance in years past, and set our hopes on
the future. It was great to see one another in person! Thank you to Tina James
and the Fellowship Committee for providing a great banner, getting the parking
lot blocked off, and even providing a bubble machine!

Session Highlights from June
The Session has continued to meet regularly via Zoom to respond to our changing circumstances and
the needs of our church and community during the pandemic. Here are some highlights from their June
meetings:
Called meeting on June 9 to celebrate FPC scholarship recipients and to review ministry adaptations:
The Session welcomed several of the scholarship recipients to the meeting - Mackenzie DeMania,
Jackson Bailey, and Zach Monroe - and heard about their plans for their next steps in education.
The Session celebrated their accomplishments, and prayed for them. Members of the
Scholarship Committee, Ashely Clark (Chair) and Drew Collom, also attended and gave a history of
each Scholarship. Other scholarship recipients are Sarah Schneringer, Colin Verdoorn, and Maddie
Breed.
Received updates from the Healthy Church Team, Pandemic Response Committee, and Adult CE.
Approved the Boy Scouts to run the parking lot fundraiser on July 4.
Stated meeting on June 23:
Received regular ministry reports and updates from the month of June.
Received written and verbal reports from Roy Horan and Nathan Adams, our Ruling Elder
Commissioners to the 144th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Arkansas via Zoom on June 6,
hosted by Trinity Presbyterian Church in Little Rock.
Update from the Healthy Church Team: reported on their meetings, advised extending online only
worship indefinitely, in light of coronavirus data in our community and the healthy and safely of our
congregation and community.
Approved extending online only worship indefinitely, with regular updates from the Healthy Church
Team.
Approved a revision to the previously approved schedule for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper to
adjust from in person communion to online communion to coincide with the indefinite status of
online only worship.
Approved Zach Monroe to livestream his Senior Music Recital from the sanctuary on Saturday July
18, restricted to 10 family members present with precautions.
Update from Pandemic Response Committee: Have distributed over $20,000 to date.
As always, copies of the session packet and minutes of meetings are available from the church office.
The Session of FPC and ministry areas:
Class of 2020
Amanda Coleman (Children)
Lance de la Rosa (Stew./Fin.)
Susan Fraser (Youth)
Roy Horan (Communication)
Tina James (Fellowship)
Jenna Solomon (Youth)

Class of 2021
Nathan Adams (Worship/Music)
Janet Atwood (Christian Ed
Brad Kingsley (Communication)
Pam Ramaker (Long Range Plan)
Clark Tedrick (Mission)

Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears
Pastors: Rev. Katie Cummings (Moderator), Rev. Georgia Senor

Class of 2022
Krystle Foster (Mission)
Linda Freeman (My Friends & Me)
Harry James (Property)
Sarah Semrow (Personnel)
Cheryl Wright (Worship/Music)

Deacon Care Update
Your church family is ready to help in a time of need!
Providing care and love to our church community, in order to reflect the love God shows,
is our mission. The deacons are continuing to discuss and adapt to the current pandemic.
We have been providing meals to many church members as well as transportation to
appointments when needed. We are able to give some benevolence funds as needs arise.
We have also sent dozens of cards to our church family.
Please note: Some of those cards have been returned to us due to outdated or invalid contact
information. Therefore, we encourage everyone to check their listing in the new church directory
for its accuracy and to encourage others in the church community to do the same. This can be
done on the website under the tab MYFPC.
As always, if you or someone you know is in need (for prayer, transportation, meals, etc.)
please share it privately with the deacons or one of the pastors.

Food Pantry Update
DONATIONS NEEDED:
Laundry soap (we will repackage it)
Toothpaste
Deodorant
Toothbrush
Bezos Bucks
Several weeks ago Jeff Bezos, founder and CEO of Amazon announced that he would be
donating one hundred million dollars to Feeding America. You read that right, one
hundred million dollars.
Feeding America then took that gift and divided it among all Feeding America network
Food Banks with the Northwest Arkansas Food Bank being one of them. With this gift the
NWA Foodbank will be able to launch a program called “Bezos Bucks”. FPC food pantry
received credit for $1230 to be spent at the NWA Foodbank until Oct 1. What a
wonderful surprise!!!
Tuesday, 6/23, we received 100 gallons of milk from Borden and distributed by the city of
Bentonville. That should be enough for 2 weeks of families to our pantry.
We are looking for donations of household items (such as linens, pots and pans etc) to
offer to our families as they wait in their cars on Saturday mornings. Please NO
CLOTHING.

Presbyterian Women
Join us for our last Zoom Bible Study!
We will be studying the 10th Commandment – “Thou shall not covet”. This
study is led by Laura Fleetwood and will be July 9 at 9:30am (NOTE: This is a
different time). Contact Laura for all the Zoom details at
fleetwoodlaura1@gmail.com.
Copies of our next Bible study, Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of
Lament, are available in a box outside the front door of the church. Please
remit to Linda Murphy $10 for each book. We will be starting this study in
September.

We thank you and appreciate the collaborative effort that goes into publishing our bimonthly
newsletter. We could not do it without your contribution. If you have an article, announcement, or
image you would like included in our next monthly newsletter, please send your submission to
Amanda Hayes via email to: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org. by July 24, 2020.
Again, we appreciate the support of all members of our congregation in every ministry.
Thank you,
FPC Staff
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 NE J Street – Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
Office: (479) 273-5450
Fax: (479) 273-5452
Website: www.fpcbentonville.org
E-mail: administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Pastor, Head of Staff: Rev. Katie Cummings; kcummings@fpcbentonville.org,
Associate Pastor: Rev. Georgia Senor; gsenor@fpcbentonville.org,
Director of Music Ministry: Brian Breeding; brian@fpcbentonville.org
Organist/accompanist: Kristy Olefsky
Director of Children and Youth Ministry: open
Financial Manager: Lindsey Hood; financial.manager@fpcbentonville.org
Facility Maintenance Manager : Larry Hall; facilities@fpcbentonville.org
Administrative Assistant: Amanda Hayes;
administrative.assistant@fpcbentonville.org
Nursery Coordinator: Zinnuh Cooper; zcooper@fpcbentonville.org
Custodians: Jorge Esparza and Chuck Hargus
Clerk of Session: Virginia Breshears

OUR MISSION
Trusting, Growing, Caring and Serving Together In the Name of Jesus Christ
The mission of First Presbyterian Church is to help people
1) Come to trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives;
2) Grow and mature in their understanding and experience of that faith;
3) Care for one another, allowing Christ’s love to live in them as we journey through
the “mountains” and “valleys” of life; and
4) Serve the needs of “the least of these”, our brothers and sisters, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

